
Failings exaggerated, 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Teachers reacted furiously last 
night to claims by Tony Blair, the 
Labourteader, that three out of 
ten schools are failing. 

Mr Blair made the remarks 
as Labour published new edu- 
cation policies designed to show 
that the party wiD be tougher on 
bad schools and teachers than 
the Conservatives. 

Teachers said Mr Blair's fig- 
ure was wrong and accused 
him of ‘‘teacher bashing." 

WhDe headteachers attacked 
Mr Blair for “a slip of gargan- 
tuan proportions”, the Office 
for Standards in Education said 
only 2 per cent of schools were 
officially “faffing” while a fur- 
ther 10 per cent bad serious 
weaknesses. 

Teachers also criticised 
Labour's paper on raising stan- 
dards for concentrating too 
much on streamlining proce- 
dures to get rid of bad teachers 
and too Unle on providing more 
money for schools. ' 

Labour proposes a new head- 
teacher. qualification, a new 
grade for the best classroom 
teachers and a “fresh start” for 
bad schools . which would he 
dosed and reopened with a new 
name, a new head and new gov- 
ernors. There would be na- 
tional guidelines on homework 
and on testing five-year-olds. 

Mr Blair said at the launch of 


the paper. Excellence for All : 
“There is no more important is- 
sue than raising standards in our 
schools -particularly the 30 per 
cent of schools that are failing. 

“Britain stands 35th in the 
wodd education league. It is a dis- 
aster for British firms trying to 
compete abroad. And it is a 
tragedy for aB those talented chil- 
dren in Britain who are not 
achieving their full potential. 
There will be zero tolerance of 
failure from any Government l 
lead.” 

David Blunted, Labour’s ed- 
ucation spokesman, said the fig- 
ures were based on inspectors’ 
reports and national test results. 

David Hart, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said Mr Blair s 
comments were “a slip of gar- 
gantuan proportions and fun- 
damentally untrue. It doesn’t 
help in delivering a positive mes- 
sage to a teaching force which 
is desperately iD need of moti- 
vation”. 

Mr- Blair appear to have 
used the- figure given in in- 
spectors’ reports for the per- 
centage . of unsatisfactory 
lessons - around 30 .'per cent - 
to back his remarks. 

Mr Blair said there were 
thousands of good teachers and 
he hoped very much to have a 
constructive dialogue with the 
profession. “But you can’t in the 
end have a situation where there 
are people running schools who 


the Employment Protection 
Act. 

The Liberal Democrats said 
Labour had stiff not promised 
more money for schools and 
urged the party to join them in 
voting against tax cuts that 
would lead to school cuts. 

Mr Blair said; “A Labour gov- 
ernment wants to make a 
greater investment in education. 
We have to do that depending 
on the state of the economy.” 
Asked whether Labour 
would pay teachers more he 
replied that it would depend on 
the circumstances and priorities. 

Nigel de Grucby. general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said: “There is not a snow- 
ball’s chance in hell of realising 
these plans without substantial 
additional expenditure.” 

‘ Mr Blunkett promised “a 
quantum leap” to bring stan- 
dards in our schools tip to the 
level of our economic com- 
petitors. “Our crusade is de- 
signed to offer to the many what 
previously was only available to 
the few.” 

Reaction, page 5 

Leading article, page 18 


Strike force: Railway workers marching through smoke from emergency flares during protests in Paris (above) and Lille 
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IMRE KARACS 

Paris 

Two bellboys stood in their el- 
egant uniforms in from of a 
posh hotel near the Opera, 
clenching their fists in salute of 


; Vj '*• ,:j£v£ clenching their fists in salute ol 

”1 lhe proletariat filing past. “The 
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Bus company wins 
first rail franchise 
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CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Rail passengers face sharp aits 
in train services following the 
successful bid for Britain’s 
largest railway franchise by a bus 

company famous for its aggres- 
sive business tactics. 

The Independent has learned 
that Roger Salmon, the fran- 
chise director, has derided to 
award the franchise to run 
South West Trains to Stage- 
coach. Britain’s largest bus 
company, because its bid for tbe 
line required the least annual 
subsidy. Stagecoach was built up 
over 15 years by the brother and 
sister team of former bus drivers 
Ann Gloag and Brian Sourer. 
They started with two second- 
hand coaches, running V 
Dundee- to- London service fi- 
nanced with £25.000 they had 
saved while bus drivers. Mrs 
Gloag, brought up in a council 
house in Perth, recently at- 
tracted widespread attention 
by buy ing Beaufort Castle, for- 
mer home of Lord LovaL 
Mr Salmon wffl announce 
next Tuesday that lhe bus com- 
pany has beaten the joint bid 
from the management buy-out 
team and Compagnie Generate 


IN BRIEF 


Afena^gffis scare 

A primary’ school in London 
where children have developed 
meningitis-related blood poi- 
soning has been closed after 
anxious parents kept their chil- 
dren away from lessons J^age ^ 

Christmas cracker 

The biggest combined police op- 
eration ever carried out m 
Britain saw at least £1 3m worth 
of stolen property recovered 
and more than 2,000 people ar- 
rested in raids on 3,700 homes 
yesterday. Page 3 
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des Eaux for the prestigious 
franchise which involves running 
tbe commuter and regional net- 
work out of W&teridd. The win- 
ning tad was based on providing 
only the number of trains set out 
in Mr Salmon’s minimum spec- 
ification -applying a cut of 8 per 
cent in services. 

A source dose to the bidding 
process said that Stagecoach’s 
bid was cheaper but stiff re- 
quired more than the £70m per 
year subsidy-. currently being 
paid by Mr Salmon, who now al- 
locates the government’s fund- 
ing for the railways. However, 


it was cheaper than the man- 
agement buy-out team’s bid 
because it did not include all the 
trains in the existing timetable. 
The cuts could mean first and 
last trains being axed and fre- 
quencies on some lines reduced 
sharply. Stagecoach also hopes 
to save money by using less 
rolling stock. 

The fact that Mr Salmon has 
set “minimum passenger re- 
quirements” below the level of 
the current timetable is cur- 
rently the subject of a court chal- 
lenge by the Save the Railways 
campaign due to start in the 
High Court tomorrow. If the 
challenge is successful, then 
Mr Salmon will have to delay 
the announcement of the win- 
ning bid, or even start tbe whole 
franchise process again. 

Stagecoach which runs sev- 
eral bus companies in the South 
West Trains area plans to run 
shuttle services to railheads 
from towns without railway sta- 
tions. 

Critics of the company have 
said that its bus operations will 
lead to a reference to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission, but the company's 
managers are confident that this 
TURN TO PAGE 2 






ine proletariat ruing past, i ne 
railway workers and commuters 
united will never be defeated,” 
chanted 50.1 WO throats, strain- 
ing to capture the revolt of 1905 
with a catchy slogan. 

The commuters, alas, were 
unable to reciprocate the rail- 
way workers' solidarity, de- 
tained as they were by a public 
transport strike that has crippled 
trains throughout the country 
and caused 100-raile tailbacks 
along the main arteries of 
France. But even without them 
there were enough people in lhe 
centre of Paris yesterday to 
produce the largest demon- 
stration yet against the gov- 
ernment's economic pro- 
gramme. and cause the worst 
disruption in the capital since 
the summer of I^hS. 

Some 50U.KKI workers and 
students, thumping drums and I 
swaving to the beat of Com- ' 
munisi rap. painted the boule- 
vards red with their flares and 
banners. As Alain Juppe pre- 


pared to defend his govern- 
ment's austerity plan at the 
National Assembly on the Left 
Bank, the other side of the Seine 
reverberated with shouts of 
“Juppe resign - . Had the Prime 
Minister glanced across the riv- 
er, he might have seen an effi- 
gy of himself dangling from a 
rope, or a picture showing him 
and President Jacques Chirac 
halfway down a lavatory. 

As night fell, the casseurs, a 
fringe element always ready to 
exploit public protests, began 
overturning ears at St Lazarc 
station and smashing shop win- 
dows on secdv Gichy boulevard. 
But the vast majority of the 
crowd were peaceful, subdued 
by the snow and cold winds. 

“We oppose the Juppe plan 
because it destabilises lhe rail- 
ways and takes away our social 
protection." said Fernand .An- 
dre. an engineer at the high- 
speed train maintenance depot 
in Villcneuve, outside Paris. 
Mr .Andre, a shop steward of the 
Communist CGT, which formed 
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the bulk of the procession, 
seemed able lo rattle off details 
of the plan in his sleep: tiJHXlkm 
Of track and 30.UQO workers lo 
be cut over five years. 

“1 have been working for 
lhe railways for 23 years,” he 
said. “I work irregular hours, 
night shifts, and for that 1 lake 
home 7,500 francs [about 
£1.070[ a month. .And now .1 up- 
pc tells me the country can’t 
even afford that.” 

The government argues it 
needs to cut the budget to 
make the economy fit for Eu- 
ropean monetary' union in iW. 
But this line of reasoning fell on 
deaf ears. “The situation of the 
French economy is not as had 
as they say,” says Mr Andre, as 
he cites yet more statistics. “In 
any case, we’re againsi Maas- 
tricht, because it exploits the 
workers. Tbe workers of Europe 
must unite against Maastricht.” 
he said vaguely, looking unsure 
of his facts for ihe first time. 

PM talks lough, page 1 1 
Fight for the future, page 19 


Egypt sends ‘hit i 
to target enemies 



ROBERT FISK 

Cairo 

! 

Egypt has sent up lo 100 men 
from the state security service 
to London to start a Europe- 
wide manhunt for dozens of Is- 
lamic fundamentalists, some of 
whom are said lo be in Britain. 

A reliable military source in 
Cairo said the agents — about 
40 of whom are US-trained — 
began to arrive in London in 
November as pan of an oper- 
ation to track down and kill the 
Egyptian regime’s enemies 
abroad. A number of the agents 
arc believed to be armed, one 
Egyptian source described ihem 
as “hit squads", and their pres- 
ence in Britain is likely to cau.se 
lhe government deep concern. 


It is unclear whether the 
British security services were 
told of the decision lo send the 
agents, the last of whom is <iid 
to have arrived on 2ft Novem- 
ber. Their dispatch to Europe 
follows promises by the Egypt- 
ian Interior Minister to hunt 
down Muslim miliums who — 
intimidated by police shool-lo- 
kiil tactics, torture and death 
sentences at home — have pur- 
sued their war againsi Egyptian 
diplomats abroad. 

An Egyptian official was 
murdered in Geneva last month 
and a suicide ear-bomber bleu 
up the Egyptian embassy in the 
Pakistani capital, Islamabad, 
six days later, killing 18 people. 
Another 100 Egyptian agents 
were due to be sent to Pakistan 


on a similar mission to their 
counterparts in Britain, but 
their departure from Cairo was 
cancelled after the Islamabad 
bombing. At least one Egyptian 
militant. Talaat Qassem of the 
Gcniu j hlamiyj — the Islam- 
ic Group — went missing in the 
Croatian capital of Zagreb 
while visiting Islamist groups in 
Bosnia in September. The 
group later accused Egypt of ab- 
ducting him baek to Cairo. 

President Pfosni Mubarak 
has Named Britain and Ger- 
many for offering asylum u» the 
regime's militant opponents, 
warning that both countries 
will "pay a. heavy price” lor giv- 
ing sanctuary to Egypt's ene- 
mies. 

Cairn's dirty war, page 13 


Airborne mystery of Duchess’s jewels 



JOHN McKIE 

police in London and Wash- 
ington were last night investi- 
gating the Iheft of jewellery 
believed to be worth £250,000, 
given to the Duchess ofYoik on 
her wedding day by the Queen. 

The diamond necklace and 
bracelet were taken from a 
suitcase belonging to the 
Duchess’ lady-in-waiting, Jane 
Dunn -Butler, during a flight 
from New York to London. 


Ms Dunn-Butier is thought 
to have left lhe suitcase in a bag- 
gage hold, from where it was 
taken. The Duchess discovered 
the theft late on Monday night 
after unpacking at her home in 
Wentworth, Berkshire. 

It is not known in which 
country the items, believed lo 
be royal heirlooms, were stolen 
but they were last seen in Wash- 
ington. Washington Polk* were 
test night haring ‘Tunted the ho- 
tel upside down”. 


The Duchess arrived home 
on Monday afternoon after a 
four-day trip to Lhe US, where 
she had allcnded a While 
House reception hosted by 
President Bill Clinton and his 
wife Hillary, and attended a 
launch for her book Budgie the 
Helicopter at the New York de- 
partment store. Bloomingdalcs. 

The Duchess had returned 
earlier from New York on Con- 
corde to attend a charity carol 
concert at Southwark Cathedral 


with her estranged husband, the 
Duke of York, and their chil- 
dren Beatrice and Eugenie. 
She had left the jewellery with 
Ms Dunn-Butlcr. who returned 
to London Heath row at 
S.59pm. The Duchess had worn 
the missing necklace at Sunday’s 
White House reception. 

The nature of uic theft has 
led to fears that the insurance 
may not be recouped. A BA 
spokesman. David Wilson, said: 
“Valuable items should he car- 


ried nod kept in hand luggage.” 
A spokeswoman for the 
Duchess said: “The Duchess i* 
trying (u be positive and hopes 
to get the items hack. They hold 
great sentimental value”. 
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Jobs axe poised over NHS managers 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


Up to 5,000 administrative and 
management jobs are to go in 
the NHS over the next 12 
months as the Government 
takes the axe to some of the bu- 
reaucracy that the NHS market 
has created. 

The £130m to be saved will 
mean “more white coats and 
fewer grey suits", Stephen Dar- 
rell, the Secretary of State for 
Health said yesterday, as he 


published league tables show- 
ing four to five-fold variations 
in bow much NHS trusts spend 
on management insisting that 
the money would be spent on 
patient care, Mir Darrell said the 
savings, which are required by 
his Budget settlement for the 
NHS, were ‘'challenging but 
achievable”. 

Mergers of health and fam- 
ily health services authorities 

will reduce manage ment spend- 
ing hy more than £26m next year 

on top of this year’s £14m sav- 


ing, MrDorrefl said In addition, 
NHS trusts are being required 
to reduce their management 
costs by 5 per cent, saving just 
over £l00m in real terms. 

On top ofa string of savings 
from slimming down the De- 
iflt of Health and the 


the war against bureaucracy- 1 


regional health authorities, the 
move will produce a total of 
£300m in reduced bureaucracy 
by 1997 compared to the 
amount spent last year, Mr 
Dorrell said. “We are winning 


of administrative work into pa- 
tient care.” 

The league tables show wide 
variations in management 
spending between trusts -from 
2.1 percent of its budget by the 
Chelsea and Westminster hos- 
pitals and the Freeman group 
m Newcastle upon Tyne to a re- 
ported 10.S percent by the Roy- 
al London Homoeopathic and 
7.9 per cent spent by the Roy- 
al National Hospital for 


Rheumatic Diseases. The av- 
erage spent by trusts was 3.9 per 
cent but significant numbers 
spent 6 per cent or more. 

Health authorities also show 
three-fold variations in man- 
agement spending last year 
from more than £10 per head 
of population in Huntingdon, 
the Prime Minister's con- 
stituency, to £3-20 in BristoL 

The league tables come with 
detailed health warnings that 
like has to be compared with 
like. Some variation in man- 


leal th authorities’ costs can 
vary as a result of dealing with 
more trusts, managing wide- 


spread change, and having a 
population with a high rate of 
turnover. ’Busts also vary by type 
— larger trusts tending to make 
economies of scale - and small- 
er ones tending to have pro- 
prOtlonateiy higher costs. 

Harriet Hannan, Labour’s 
health spokeswoman, con- 
demned toe attack on ted tape 
as a sham. *Tt is the Ibries them- 


selves who creased the bureau- 
cracy that they are now pre 
tending to attack,” she said - 
adding that It was fitting that 
John Major’s health authority, 
was at the bottom of the league, 
Noel- Flannery, deputy di- 
xector of the Institute of Health 
Services Management, said his 
organisation agreed that man- 
agement costs should be re- 
ducecLBut the figures provided 
ooty “a iray basic snapshot" and 
said nothing about the quality 
of management 


Woman in 
abortion case 
wanted child 


A childless woman who was giv- 
en an abortion during a routine 
operation - although she had 
uot known she was pregnant - 
desperately wanted to start a 
family, she tokl a jury yesterday. 

Doctors were also unaware 
that Barbara Whiten, now 38, 
was pregnant when she was 
admitted to the King’s Mill 
Hospital, Sutton in Ashfield, 
Nottinghamshire, in 1993 for a 
hysterectomy operation. 

A consultant obstetrician and 
gynaecologist, Reginald Dixon, 
58, of Kirkby in Ashfield, Not- 
tinghamshire, who performed 
the operation, denies unlawfully 
procuring a miscarriage. 

When asked if she had any 
children. Mis Whiten, told Not- 
tingham Crown Court: “I would 
have loved to have had a baby.” 
She said the hospital had told 
her she was infertile and the op- 
eration was necessary to cure 
her of endometriosis, a painful 
condition of the womb. 

“It isn’t a very nice thing for 
a woman to come to terms 
with - the fact that she is in- 
fertile and to find the only 
course of action is to have a hys- 
terectomy. The last thing that 
1 thought was that 1 was 
pregnant.” 

The court heard that when. 
Mr Dixon started the operation 
he discovered Mrs Whiten was 
pregnant. He tried to contact 
her husband by phone but could 
not reach him. He then con- 


pre 

kne 


turned with the operation, in- 
evitably aborting the 11-week- 
old foetus. 

Simeon Maskrey QC, for the 
irosecution, said: “Mr Dixon 
tew she was pregnant and 
decided to terminate the preg- 
nancy, not because he had con- 
sidered the Abortion Act or 
because be considered other- 
wise there would be grave per- 
manent damag e, to her mental 
health, but because he drought 
that was what she would have 
wanted and he thought it was in 
her best interests. 

“So he had other reasons in 
mind but not the reasons that 
made the termination lawful.” 
Mrs Whiten told the jury 
that Mr Dixon spoke to her 
about the abortion the day af- 
ter surgery. She alleged he told 
her he “suspected the womb was 
rather swollen, I suspected 
there was a pregnancy. I carried 
on because it was what you 
would have wanted”. 

Mrs Whiten said: “I couldn’t 
believe what I was bearing. If he 
had come around the curtain 
and hit me with a sledgeham- 
mer it would have had less ef- 
fect” 

But Nicola Davies QC, for 
Mr Dixon, said that when Mrs 
Whiten was told about the 
abortion: “You gave Mr Dixon 
a small smile and told him 
"Don’t worry, you did the right 
thing’." 

The case continues. 


First rail franchise 
for bus company 


FROM PAGE 1 
will not prevent the bid from go- 
ing through. The company will 
have three months to take over 
services, which means Britain’s 
first privatised trains are likely 
to run on 1 April next year. The 
two other early franchises. 
Great Western Railway and 
London, Tilbury and Southend 
services are set to go to man- 
agement buy out teams. 

Last year. Stagecoach - 
which owns bus firms in New 
Zealand, Hong Kong and Mal- 
awi - made a profit £32.6m on 
turnover of £338m. Shares 
reached a peak of 284p yester- 
day. 

The company has faced over 
20 investigations by the Office 
of Fair Trading and four in- 
quiries by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. In Au- 
gust the MMC found that the 
company’s tactics in combatting 


the local competition in Dar- 
lington were “predatory, de- 
plorable and a gains t the public 
interest”. 

But the Commission decid- 
ed not to prevent the company 
operating in the area because “it 
wuld be a disservice to the peo- 



British 
Gas to 
review 




CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 


British Gas is reviewing its gov- 
ernment relationsstrategy and 
parliamentary tabbying effort, 
said by industry tapeits to be the 
most extensive in the country. 

Among the lobbying and 
public relations firms retained 
by British Gas are tan Greer As- 
sociates, Lowe Bell, Public Pol- 
icy Unit, Luther Pen dragon 
and the Maitland Consultancy. 
Tbgether they have been re- 
sponsible for putting the be- 
leaguered company’s message 
across to MPs, peers, Whitehall 
officials and the press. That is 
in addition to the company’s in- 
ternal, 33-strong corporate af- 
fairs department, headed by 
director, Peter Saguinetti. 

This week, the Independent 
revealed one of the external 
consultants retained by British 
Gas, Angus Maitland of the 
Maitland Consultancy, had giv- 
en out an anonymous document 
attacking Claire Spottiswoode, 
director-general of Ofgas. 

The disclosure has led to 
calls from Labour for an Office 
of fbir leading inquiry and 
threats of legal action from 
United Gas, a rival of British 
Gas, which believes it has been 
the victim of similar tactics. 

Mr-Sanguinetti has also shak- 


en-up his in-house staff, mov- 
ing Neil Hayes, the company’s 


Roger Turner: smears have cost United Gas millions of pounds 


Photograph: Peter Mactfianrod* 


head of media relations for 
three years, to oversee its in- 
ternational PR operation. Mr 
Hayes' job is currently on offer 
at a salary, thought to be about 
£80,000. 

Details of the review were 
confirmed to PR Week, die in- 
dustry journal. A company 
spokesman said it was “looking 
at proposals on a range of dif- 
ferent issues”, affecting its ex- 
ternal advisors. 


pie of Darlington” since other 
firms had been drive 


driven out of 

business. 

The company has always de- 
fended itself against such crit- 
icism, saying local monopolies 
are necessary for the successful 
operation of its services. As tes- 
timony to its commitment to 
good service, the company 
points to hs recent order for 
1,100 new buses. 

Stagecoach’s early success 
means it is likely to become 
Britain's biggest private rail 
operator since it is planning to 
bid for all 25 rail franchises. 
Sell-off row, page 9 


United Gas prepared to sue over ‘smear’ 


United Gas, one of the new in- 
dependent challengers to 
British Gas’s traditional mo- 


Chris Blackhurst examines the background to accusations 


nopoly, is prepared to issue writs 
for nuDioi 


ions of pounds against 
the people they believe are 
smearing its reputation, its 
managing director said 
yesterday. 

Sitting in his sparsely deco- 
rated offices dose to St James's 
Park undergound station, Lon- 
don, the soberly dressed figure 
of RogerTurner, United’s head, 
could uot look more different 
from Richard Branson, the 


colourful Virgin entrepreneur, 
if he tried. Yet, Mr Tbmer and 
Mr Branson, as the United 
chief was quick to point out, 
may have a common bond. A 
few years ago, Mr Branson’s 
Virgin Atlantic airline was tar- 
geted in an infamous “dirty 
tricks” campaign by British Air- 
ways, its much larger rivaL 
Now, Mr Turner firmly believes 
United is itself being threat- 
ened. 

The disclosure in the Inde- 


pendent this week that a senior 
external public relations con- 
sultant to British Gas had band- 
ed out an anonymous document 
critical of Dare Spottiswoode, 
boss of Olgas, the industry reg- 
ulator, had forced Mr Turner to 
re-examine the auonymoas crit- 
icisms that have been made 
against United. 

“We suffered real damage,” 
said Mr Tuner. “Because of 
what was being said about us, 
we could not develop some 


business relationships.” The 
smear campaign, he said, “has 
cost us millions of pounds - 1 
would love to know where it 
came from.” 

One of the documents cir- 
culated about United detailed 
how the company had used a 
residential address in Fulham, 
west London, to make multiple 
applications for licences 
to secure gas. 

Tfen companies owned by 
United directors had made the 


applications. It all seemed sin- 
ister and somehow underhand. 
What the document, and the 
subsequent press coverage, did 
not highlight, was that the ad- 
dress was the home of United’s 
companies formations solici- 
tor, Malcolm Fontayne. 

He was merely complying 
with official filing requirements 
to give a home address. What 
the coverage also failed to men- 
tion was that the authorities 
knew an along what United was 
doing, and had given their 
approvaL 


Whitbread plans hotels for County Hall 


JOHN SHEPHERD 


Tourists coming to London will 
soon be able to stay at County 
Hall, the former home of the 
defunct Greater London Coun- 
cil, for as little as £10 a night. 

The brewing company Whit- 
bread has signed a deal with Shi- 
rayamaShokusan, the Japanese 
owners of the building on the 
South Bank, to develop a 200- 
room, four star Marriott hotel 
and a 318-room Travel Inn 
budget hotel. 

Alan Parker, managing di- 


rector of Whitbread’s hotel 
division, said prices at the bud- 
get hotel would be pitched at 
just oyer £40 a night fora room 
sleeping up to four people. 

Staying at the Marriott, how- 
ever, will be more expensive. 
Rates at the Marriott in 
Grasvenor Square start at £140 
a night for four. 

Leisure analysts at Citystock 
broking firms said Whitbread 
had secured one of the best ho- 
tel sites that has become avail- 
able in London for years. “In 
terms of location, being oppo- 


site the House of Parliament, it 
couldn’t be better,” one said. 

There was some scepticism, 
however, that the deal would be 
concluded. Ken Livingstone, 
MP and former GLC leader, 
said: “We've had three years of 
.shir a yama announcing this and 
that and nothing's happened. 
It’s been a series of ghninickx.” 

Whitbread is confident the 
hotels will be up and r unning in 
1998, even though Mac Okamo 
to. European director of Sbi- 
rayama, injected caution into 
yesterday's announcement. 


Asked whether the Whit- 
bread deal would founder, as 
did previous hotel plans with 
Richard Branson’s Virgin 
group, he said: “Nothing is cer- 
tain in this world. It is like mar- 


riage. Who can stop s< 
who wants divorce? Wfe have ex- 


someone 


changed a contract agreement, 
and anyone can terminate it." 
Whitbread will occupy 

360.000 sq ft of space in the 
north wing, and an aquarium 
being built in the basemeat by 
Shirayama will absorb a further 

200.000 of the building's total 


1.2 million sq ft of space. There 
are also plans for shops and 
more leisure facilities. 

County Hall has been emp- 
ty anre Baroness Tbatdia- abol- 
ished the GLC a decade ago. 
“The feet that it’s remained 
empty is the scandal,” Mr 
Livmgstone said. 

Shrrayama, a property de- 
velopment company, bought 
the 1920s building in 1992 for 
£60m. Financial details of the 
deal with Whitbread, which is 
taking a 75-year lease, are not 
being disclosed. 



County HaH, London, would house two c ontrasti ng hotels 


Sporting academy 
takes first step 

A massive consultation exercise 
was launched yesterday as a first 
step to establishing the British 
Ackdemyfor Sport. 

The SptMtsGoundl has sent 
out proposal documents and 
-qnisti on naigegtolfl^ 
competitors, coaches, and ad- 
ministrators seektag their views 
on the best way to realise the 
idea, introduced by the Gov- 
ernment in a potto statement 
“Sport: 'Raising Toe Game”, 
and personally backed by the 
Prime Minister, John Major. 

The Australian Institute of 
Sport in Canberra is widely 
seat as a model for the project 

which is intended to spur a “sea 
change" in the development of 
sorting excellence in tto UK A 
key question is whether there 
should be one big centre, as in 
AnstraSs, or a network of re- 
gional centres. 

News analysis, page 17 

Naked justice ; - 


No action is to betaken against 
the television newsreader Julia 


Somerville and -her boyfriend 
Jeremy Dixon over family 1 snap- 
shots of hex raked child,' Scot- 
land Yardsmd.MjssSom&rville 
welcomed the dedsionjin a 
statement There has been a 
deplorable invasion of njy pri- 
vacy and that of toy family.” 

CeruOo censured ; 


The Advertising Standards Au- 
thority upheld complaints 
against a poster advertising 
campaign for rallies w the 
Baptist minister Morris Gerul- 
tom July claiming that to a>uld 
cure infertile' women and re- 
unite broken families] One 
showed a boy holding crytehes 
and a football exclaiming: 
“They said I never stand jon my 
own two feet!” " 


Royal ratings 

The Panorama: 
the Princess of Whies a 1 
ago won 22.77m viewers, 
dal figures revealed five 
million more than the Monday 
edition of Coronation Street, 


the second most popular pro- 


gramme that weel 

Cash judgement 


The Government will need to 
commit far more money to 
training judges if proposed 
reforms to speed up archaic le- 
_ 1 procedures are to work, 
warned Lord Justice Henry, 
chairman of the Judicial Stud- 
ies Board, which trains and re- 
trains the 3,000 judges aod 
which has had its budget more 
than doubled this year to £1 Jm. 


Cruel-former 


William Gr een w e 1 1, 53, admit- 
ted 14 charges of neglecting 
more than 200 cattle and sheep 
at his 300 acre farm near Hen- 
field, East Sussex. Horsham 
magistrates were told the RSP- 
CA found skeletons of animals 
and dying sheep and cattle sur- 
rounded by the rotting car- 
casses after he “lost his grip”. 
Sentence was adjourned. 

Palace maH strike 


Postal workers who deliver maO 
to Buckingham Ptilace, and the 
House of Parliament have vot- 
ed by more than three to one 
to strike next week in protest at 
disciplinary action taken against 
a colleague. The Post Office said 
that deliveries would be un- 
dertaken by managers. 

Correction 


An article on 29 November 
said that single mother Carol 
ReveU’s income was £8, 030 
maintenance payments plus 
benefits. This stun in fact rep- 
resents her total income. We 
apologise for the error. 
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wn raid pulls in 2,300 burglary suspects 


T LOUISE JURY 
and«C«ARD SMITH 


eranon. ever carried out 
Bntam saw at least £l^m of : 
stolen property recovered: fa- 
cta wn raids on .the tames 
of 3,700 suspected' bur glar s 
yesterday. -y “• ■***“?. 

Twelve- thousand, officers - 
one-tenth of the police- m Eng- 
land and Whies* made more. 

2300 arrests in the giant 


swoop, oodenamed Operation 

.CnristnmCiacl^. 

.•W&SS?®—® finds were, a 
£10,0 09 speedboat in land- 
Kidderminster, winch 
also emerged as the home of an 

' ijegal factory manufacturing 
Ihe drug -.known. as “skunk 
wfeed".Ktarmswith 20 rounds 
of a mmun ition were seized in 
Nottinghamshire and Hereford 
i»Ere were last nigfacaimg for 
two fully grown erotic iguanas. 
Co-ordinated by the West 


Mends police, the offensive 
was tinwd to beat Christmas 
sprees by burgiais who take ad- 
vantage of rich pickings in 
Tmuseholds siockirm up with 
presents, food and mink. 

As the arrests mounted, 
David Blakey, West Mercia’s 
Chief Constable, issued a warn- 
ing to thieves: “You are now a 
prime target for police. If you 

continue to commit crime, you 
'axe running a greater risk than 
ever before that yoa will be 


caught and brought to justice." 

The blitz followed several 
weeks of talks between 40 
forces and capitalised on the 
previous success of initiatives 
such as Operation Bumblebee 
which have made tackling bur- 
glary a priority in response to 
public demand. South York- 
shire. Greater Manchester, 
Cheshire and Staffordshire 
chose to continue with existing 
anti-burglary operations. 

Mr Blakcy said the aim was 


to “sulki; a resounding blow 
against these criminals who 
bring misery and to transfer fear 
from potential victims to the 
burglars themselves". 

Many of those arrested, in- 
cluding not only suspected bur- 
glars, will he hailed by police 
stations and be back on ihe 
streets within horns, but strict 
conditions will be placed or 
their behaviour. 

A substantial haul of heroin 
was found in Dorset and coun- 


terfeit banknotes in South 
Wales. In Cambridgeshire, one 
man was arrested as a result of 
a DNA profile and a missing 16- 
year-old was found at a house 
in Devon and Cornwall and re- 
turned to parents. Almost 140 
pirate videos and computer 
games worth £88,000 were 
found in Brentwood, Essex. 

Merseyside Police, which 
made $4 arrests, found a lock- 
up garage in Crosby contained 
£37“(HKf of goods! including 


the components to build a 
conservatory. 

Two constables were injured 
chasing a suspect who escaped 
in Hertfordshire and a man with 
a knife broke an arm and leg 
jumping from a third-floor win- 
dow in west London. He was de- 
tained in Hillingdon Hospital. 

in the capital, where 343 
people were arrested at 794 ad- 
dresses. Assistant Commis- 
sioner lan Johnston stressed the 
value of co-operation. An ear- 


lier operation had found prop- 
erty stolen in Kent in Cornwall, 
for example. 

The Prime Minister con- 
gratulated the police. “There is 
no doubt that over the last 
couple of years innovative polic- 
ing methods have made a dis- 
tinct impact on the level of 
crime.” 

Last year nearly 680.000 do- 
mestic burglaries' were report- 
ed in England and Wiles wilh 
a 2Lb per cent detection rate. 


Letter from a killer: Moors murderer writes to Independent denying she has ever been ‘hand-in-hand’ with Rosemary West 

‘We have not 
formed a 
friendship’ 



S On 7 May 19h6. the day 
^ after my own trial and 
w conviction 29 ’ 2 years ago. 
my name was on ihe front 
page of the Daily Mail and every 
other newspaper in the coun- 
try. 

On 23 November 1995, my 
name was on the front page of 
the Daily Mail in massive head- 
lines: “Hand in Hand with 
HindJey", “reporting” ray 
“macabre” friendship with 
Rosemary West. This was the 
day after her trial and convic- 
tion at Gloucester. 

If this article is providing 
some light relief and enter- 
tainment at my expense from 
the heaviness of the Glouces- 
ter trial, it isn't only, yet again, 
disseminating yci ' another 
strand of fabricated garbage to 
weave into myth, it is also 
causing acute distress to my 
mother and family, who had to 
cope with the headline horrors 
of following my own trial and 
who have had little respite 
from them since. 

I read this nonsense more 
than a week ago and decided 
to ignore it and treat it with the 
contempt it deserves. 

But since then it has been 
picked up and reported by oth- 
er tabloids and repealed in the 
Daily Mail. ! now have no op- 
tion but to issue this statement 
to say I will be making a for- 
mal complaint to the PCC 


about the Mail in particular and 
the Evening Standard which 
copied almost word for word 
the Mail s piece. 

I will be refuting claims that 
Rosemary West and myself 
have formed a “macabre’’ 
friendship, that we have ever 
held hands, prayed together in 
the chapel or anywhere else, 
cooked snacks for each other, 
watched television together in 
each other's cells and that I sent 
her a “Good Luck” card before 
the stun of the trial or at any 
other time. 

Nor was 1 “fascinated" by 
her when she arrived on H- 
wing. She was on H-wing be- 
fore 1 arrived and was just one 
of 44 immates. 

Whoever these “prison 
sources" are who made these 
“revelations’ to the Mail and 
other papers, it is obvious to me 
(ha f (hey received money for 
this “information" and it is yet 
another example of cheque 
book journalism. 

If not, it is just another op- 
portunity to drag my name 
into the headlines to boost cir- 
culation, and says more about 
the journalists and their 
sources than about reality and 
the truth which, of course 
doesn't sell newspapers and 
which is something that 
tabloid editors and jour- A 
nalists wouldn’t recog- 3 
nise anyway. 


says reports of 
ud is ‘nonsense 


STEVE BOGGAN 

Chief Reporter . . V. .. ; • 

Myra Hindley is to complain to . 
the Press Complaints ttmmis- 
sion about newspaper dams 
that ishe has developed . a, 
“macabre”- relationship with 


In a statement released to the 
Independent yesterday,’ the 
Moors murderer tieoied "re T 
ports that she had hdd hands 

■withW^thattheyhadprayed 

together, watched tdevision or- 
cooked rocajs for one. another 

m Durham JaB; •' 

. Reports- of. a relationship.. 
have been circulating Since last 
month wheir- West, 4!, was 
jailed for life for the m urders of. 
10 wcnnetiand girts; induding 
her daughter, Beatfcfay 1 6, and 


Both women aife saymg life 
sentences ob the JaB’si top-se- 
curity women’s Hawing, Tnit 
they are currentty ih.tbapmon. 
hospital, where Hin ditty ^.re- 
covering from a broken legand - : 
Wests under 24-bour watdxbe^ ; 


cause of fears that sheraay tty 
: to follow her husband Ereder- . 
ickand commit sukade.lhe two 
women being held yards apart 
biit, acconfing to Hindley, they 
bav&not become friends.' . 

Afrantpage report in the 
Ztedy iWaiZheadHned: “Hand in 
hand withHIndley” appeared 
the day after West was sen- 
tenced. It said: “The tyo most 
evil women in Britain - both 
openly bisexual - have been 
■seen holding hands in Durham 
PrisoivThey were drawn to- 
gether by shared religion,- and . 
me; 51-year-old -Moors Mur- 
deress became West’s confi- 
dante and adviser. They have 
made oasupervised visits to. 
each other’s oell, and prayed to- 
gether in the jail chapeL 

“Hindley even seat a ‘Good 
-Luck’ card before, the- start of 
the 31-daytrial atWmchester 
Crown' Court -which has ap- 
palled the nation.” • 

In a hand-written ^atement, 
HindJey said she initially de- 
cided to ignaretbeclajmsbut 
now < had “no option" other 


than to refute them because 
they had been picked up and re- 
peated by other newspapers. 

She wrote: “On 27 May 1966, 
the day after my own mal and 
conviction twenty nine and a 
half years ago, my name was on 
the front page of the Daily 
Mail and eveiyother newspaper 
in the country. On 23 Novem- 
ber 1995, my name was. on the 
front page of the Daily Mad in 
massive headlines ‘Hand in 
hand with Hindley’, reporting 
my ‘macabre’ friendship with 
Rosemary West." 

Describing the report as 
“nonsense”, she said she intends 
to write , to the Press Com- 
plaints Commission. “I will be 
refuting claims that Rosemary 
West and myself have formed 
a ‘macabre’ friendship, that we 
have ever hdd hands, prayed to- 
gether in the chapel or any- 
where else, cooked snacks for 
each other, watched television 
together in each other's cells 
and that I sent her a ‘Good 
Luck* card before the start of 
the trial or at any other time. 


Nor was I fascinated' by her 
when she arrived on H-wing, She 
was on H-wing before I arrived 
and was just one of 44 inmates.” 

Her complaint, she said, 
would be against the Daily Mail 
ami the London Evening Stan- 
dard, which repeated the story. 

“Whoever these ‘prison 
sources' are who made these 
•revelations* to the Mad and oth- 
er papers, it is obvious to me 
that they received money for 
this ‘information’, and it is yet 
another example of cheque- 
book journalism," she wrote. 

The Home Office refused to 
discuss the speculation yester- 
day, arguing that it never com- 
ments on individual prisoners. 
But a source with access to the 
wing sakfc“When there are only 
44 people in a confined space, 
it is inevitable that almost every- 
one will spend some time with 
everyone else at some point. 

*Tm sore HindJey has spoken 
to West but there is no special 
relationship. 

Another source sakh “The re- 
ports are completely untrue." 


Rosemgl^ icMWren stay loyal 


WILL BENNETT - 

■fivo of Rosemary West’s chil- 
dren believe she is innocent of 
murder even though they suf- 
fered the violence which she 
inflicted on youngsters at 25 
Cromwell Street, Gkracester. 

Stephen WssL 22, and bis se- 
ter Mae, 23, describe in a tele- 
vision doaanentaiy to be shown 
tonight how they were shocked 
when the jury at. Winchester. 
Ciown Court convicted their 
mother of 10 charges of mureter. 
They also talk about the beat 
fags and sexual abuse, which 
characterised tfcerir upbringing 
Both say that the case could 

have come to light ymus earli- 
er if those in authority had asked 
the right -questions. Stephen 
also says that his father, ^ned 
West, who was charged with 12 
murders and who committed 
suicide faprison, told him that, 
at one stage be came dose to. 
giving hims elf up pol* 05 *. : 

In the BBC1 documentary, 
Inside '25 Cronandl Street, 



Stephen and Mae West, who teU of life in 25 Cromwell 
Street in a BBC documentary tonight : .Photograph: Fft 


Stephen describes how lus 
. jnotber caHed him home from 
school, made him strip naked 
' and tied Ins hands to the base 
: of a toilet where she beat tan 

withttabuddeendofabefffor 
. Mmnutesbeforeaccusingtan 
.. of g tep h' ng sgrmagazmes. 


Mae describes how taerfather 
senialfy abused his older dtagh- 
ters. “He said that all fathers 
broke their daughters in," she 
said. “He used to say the first 
born of a daughter should be the 
father's.” 

Stephen says that when he 


visited his father when he was 
on remand on sex charges in 
1992 “he started saying he had 
been covering up stuff from all 
of us. He said his life began 
when we went to sleep at night.” 
“I asked him what be meant 
but he wouldn’t elaborate. He 
said it had been going on for 
years and went bade to when he 
was in Scotland. He said it was 
a worse crime than anyone 
could imagine and the police 
would find out soon and he 
would never leave prison." 

After Fred was arrested for 
murder Stephen spoke to him 
in prison. “He told me he would 
never tell anybody the whole 
truth, only what they needed to 
know. He said it was worse than 
I could imagine and he had no 
intention of telling everything.” 
Both children say that they 
did not realise bow abnormal 
life in the West household was. 
Mae explains: “Wc had nothing 
to compare it against because 
we were never really allowed to 
go to other friends' houses." 
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MP in gay libel 
trial told doctor 
he was impotent 


.REBECCA FOWLER 

A doctor who treated the Toiy 
MP David Ashby for depression 
said he was impotent, and de- 
nied he confided concern that 
be felt homosexual inclinations. 

Dr Lewis Sevitt, a Harley 
Street physician, was giving ev- 
idence in Mr Ashby’s libel case 
against the Sunday Times and 
Andrew Neil the fonner editor. 
Mr Ashby denies he is a ho- 


When Mr Ashby, 55, firet vis- 
ited Mr Sevitt's surgery in 19 93, 
he complained of anxiety. “He 
was suffering from a great deal 
of stress," Dr Sevitt said. 

“As part of that, it was clear 
his interest in sex had been 
much diminished. He told me 
he had been unable to have sex- 
ual relations with his wife for 
four years." 

Dr Sevitt said be prescribed 
anti-dcrpressants in the bope it 
would improve Mr Ashby's 
condition. “1 would have hoped 
his medication would have been 
successful and his interest and 
ability to make love would have 
improved. As it was I don’t think 
there was much change." 

But Dr Sevitt denied Mr 
Ashby was concerned he was 
having a mid-life crisis, and ex- 
periencing homosexual feel- 
ings, exacerbated by his wife's 
allegations Lbat he was a ho- 
mosexual. “It was clear he had 


financial social and work pres- 
sures,” Dr Sevitt said. 

Mr Ashby denies that he 
had homosexual relations with 
Dr Ciaran Kilduff, 32 , a med- 
ical doctor, who lived in the flat 
beneath Mr Ashby’s in Putney, 
south-west London, after he 

separated from his wife in 1993. 

When Dr KJduff, also giving 
pittance yesterday, was asked 
if he had girlfriends he said yes, 
but he refused to comment on 
how intimate his relations with 
them had been or are now. “I 
don't presume to discuss my 
lave life on public view,” be said. 

The two men, who both deny 
they have been physically inti- 
mate, became friends when Mr 
Ashby met Dr KOdufF in the gar- 
den when Mr Ashby was look- 
ing for a flat to buy. 

Richard Hartley QC, for the 
Sunday Times, asked Dr Kilduff 
how they struck up such a quick 
friendship, and ended up sitting 
next to each other on a flight to 
the United States a month lat- 
er. “Didn't you think it was a bit 
forward?" Mr Hartley asked. 

“Brash, bin you know what 
politicians are like,” Dr ICQdufi 
said. “As a doctor, my business 
is to establish a rapport with 
people within a 10-minute con- 
sultation. I would tend to be 
quite open." 

Mr Ashby and Dr Kilduff 
admit they shared a double 
bed on a trip to France last year. 


but deny they had a homosex- 
ual relationship. Dr Kilduff 
also dismissed s ugg estions that 
they shared a bed on anumber 
of occasions in Putney. “That’s 
not true, it simply didn't hap- < 
pen," Dr Kildutt said. 

The two men travelled to 
northern France in January 
1994 on a carefully budgeted 
trip. Dr Kilduff said be did not 
consider h was unusual when 
they shared a bed on their sec- 
ond night to save money, al- 
though be bad expected to twin 
beds. 

“I didn’t think sharing a 
room with someone was some- 
thing one could be found out 
about," be said. 

On that evening. Dr Kilduff 
said they ate dinner together 
and played cards in the lounge 
of the Chateau Tilque Hotel 
and Mr Ashby retired before 
him. He said they did not dis- 
cuss which sides of the bed they 
wished to sleep on, and he did 
not recall Mr Ashby snoring that 
nig ht. 

Dr KUduff also denied sug- 
gestions that he and Mr Ashby 
bad discussed knocking then* 
two flats into one home. Al- 
though he said Mr Ashby had 
a set of keys to his flat, he said 
this was normal for a neighbour. 

“I can’t recall the first day I 
gave Mr Ashby the keys," Dr 
Kilduff said. “He certainly has 
a key now." 



(n search of the Messiah: Council officials in Glasgow were left frustrated yesterday after thieves stole a sculpture of the baby JFesus from 
the city’s traditional nativity scene in George Square. Councillors have appealed for Its return Photograph: Paul Reid 


SEASONS 


GREETINGS. 


WE’VE CUT OUR 
MORTGAGE RATE AGAIN. 


At Abbey National we are pleased to announce that our standard 
variable mortgage rate is reducing to 7.79% 8.1% APR. 
Existing borrowers will start the New Year at this lower rate and 
those taking a new mortgage will benefit immediately on 
completion. 

For further information on this and our range of mortgage 
offers available to help customers moving home and first time 
buyers, please call into your local branch or phone us free 
Monday to Friday 8.00am to 9.00pm or Saturday 8.00am to 
4.00pm, quoting reference A37SA on: 

0800 100 800 

t ABBEV . 

NATIONAL 

The habit of a lifetime 



MORTGAGI 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT, 

Fur ynur snuhtr ad mist us in Infnilog our senior to you we may record or monitor ill calls (a Abbey National Direct, Rate charge eHeetive tor existing borrow ora front 3D.t2.95. The rate of 7.7994 8. W AW 
jppbci to loan of up to £S?,99*, 7 74“a MWLm applies ra Inins between £60,000 sod £99,999 ud 7.69% IDS Ant applies to Imm of £100,000 and orer. Typical example! t couple |mk and female), non-jmafccr*, 
aged 29, applying for an endowment nuxtgjgc of £40,000 an a pwduse price of £60,000 secured o«er 25 yeas. 300 du8uUt interest payments of £230.46, net of tax relief pins die final repayment of £40,000 capfeaL 
100 rao&thh ctulomncnl premium! ufcll.Il Total amount payable £118,281 90 mdndes £|75 Inspection fee, £50 deeds bundling fee dinged an redemption. £117.50 legal fees and mned interest of £38.40 .s smrring 
crunplruon on ?S.6.*b. Example calculated at 7.791 a for ihe fuB mortgage term 8.1% »wt . AD APR, arc typical and variable. Seemed bans and mortgages impart a duigc on die property sod In the cue oF an 
radon mmi mortgage an endowment /life policy for the amount of the advance and a charge over the policy. AD lams are subject to sutns and valuation and are not available to persons under IS years. A High toon to 
Value bee will also be rwpnrwi if the Iwon exceeds 75*i of ibr property valuation tot in certain enact the purchase flee, whichever Is tower). W« teejniK tke property to be bxurmL K onUnsnred through ox, we reacret 
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Banks hit for £lm by 
complaints watchdog 


CLIFFORD GERMAN 

The Banking Ombudsman 
awarded record damages of al- 
most £lm against banks last year 
in response to complaints from 
the public; but the number of 
complaints seems to have 
peaked according to the om- 
budsman, Laurence Shuzman, 
in his annual report yesterday. 

He received 18,667 tele- 
phone calls, approximately the 
same as in 1994, and 6,723 
written complaints, down 16 per 
cent on the previous year. 

The number of complaints 
that went for investigation also 
dropped to 717, and of 833 ac- 
tually investigated during tile 
year, he awarded damages 
against the banks in 44 per cent 
of the cases. The smallest award 
was £10 and the largest £70,000. 

Complaints connected with 
mortgage lending replaced 
complaints about cash ma- 
chines as the mam concern. The 
ombudsman condemned banks 
for overselling loan protection 


policies intended to help bor- 
rowers pay their mortgage in- 
terest if they lost their jobs 
through illness, accidents or 
unemployment. 

Borrowers complain that 
mortgage protection plans 
make policyholders wait too 
long before starting to pay out, 
and cover often lasts for only 12 
months or less. In many cases 
they have been sold to people : 
who are not eligible to claim, ei- 
ther because they are self- 
employed or are working on 
short-term contracts, with too 
short a track record to qualify. 

Mr Shuiman also con- 
demned banks for refusing to 
refund mortgage indemnity 
guarantee (MIG) premiums to 
borrowers who pay off their 
mortgages early. Borrowers 
who need to borrow more than 
75 per cent of the value of their 
property are expected to pay a 
one-off premium of around 5 
per cent of the excess they bor- 
row, rising to around 8 percent 
if they want to borrow up to 


95 per cent of the valuation. 
The premium is deducted from 
the advance, and is used to in- 
sure the lender against losses 
if the property has to be 
repossessed and sold at a loss. 

Unlike motor insurance, 
where part of the premium is re- 
funded if the insurance is can- 
celled, banks and building 
societies refuse to refund MIG 
premiums, which means bor- 
rowers with MIG policies are of- 
ten unable to take advantage of 
attractive fixed and discount- 
rate mortgages now on offer. 

Bank customers con also 
challenge charges for selling a 
repossessed property if they 
feel they are unreasonable, the 
ombudsman said, even though 
charges are justified in principle. 

But he warned that anyone 
who discovers an old bank de- 
posit book showing a long- 
standing credit balance should 
not expect a windfall. In most 
cases, bank records show du- 
plicates had been issued and the 
balances were actually paid off. 
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Damart have lots of ways 
of keeping you warm this winter - 
with its unique Thermolactyl Fabric. 
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Adding Warmth & Comfort 
to your life 

PHONE 01274 566666 

24 hours a day -everyday -for your FREE catalogue. 
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Education policy paper: Teaching unions claim they are being used as political scapegoats in drive to raise standards 

labour's touch line on 


^ FRAH ABRAMS - . 

-3-\ . Education Correspondent ■ 

■v. Bducation.ministeis reacted 
■■ with glee ye^erday-lo Labour's 
; / new, tougbet.sta^;OT schools, 
- wiuch they -said echoed Con* 
- ; servative_,poBfcies previousfy 
■ COTdemnedbythe Opposition. 
But as the parly launched jls 
drive fo j raise standards in 

:*■•.. cuscd t^teachmg^mons ofus- 
.''in^-.SchooIs as poGtical 

"“srarieurksit*! ' " • =■ ■ 
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tJttiHn^epbard, Secretary <rf 
^ate for Education and Em- 
*' ptoyment,sakiLabour was be- 
*hitetfly adopting ; Ibiy policy. 

• TKl> nnrlir .. IJ _f_ f 




” EUTOUl- 

'>roaal pJansloatroducemspec- 
' T vtK^tddo^e failing schools and 
e. m - to set scfoals, but 

, .now accepted aiHriftbem. •": 

• .I'r-l'^.ihinfcitisaprfythelaboiir' 
f , -ftiiiydid not vote tosoppon us 
; ‘ .when we in troduced testing al : 
l-.-X'li and 14. But bne.cheer far' 
-'•* the Labour Party tor coming on' 
. . rboard,*’ she^kL . 

."••• While there 'was support 
, among the teaching profession 
... - for proposals on “super-teach- 


ers'*, who will be paid more' to 
stay in the classroom, on smaller 
classes and on a new emphasis 
on parental responsibilities, 
ofoer paints were less popular. 

Tfeachers’ unions said Mr 
' Blair’s figures an fa3mg schools 
were macauatc, and insisted 
, that his claim was actually based 
■on -the proportion of poor 


a substantial percentage were 
bound to be below average. 

David Hart; generalsecretaty 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, supported plans 


for teacher-training reforms 
but suggested much of Labours 
paper was politically motivated. 

“There is a real danger that 
schools are becoming the whip- 
ping boys of party politics as the 
mam two parties vie with each 
other to be seen to be tougher 
. on standards,” he said. 

Doug McAvqy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
leaders, said most schools had 
-nothing , to fear because they 
were performing welt “It is 
unfortunate lhatyet again politi- 
cians want to introduce pro- 


posals on the back of false 
claims of mass failure. Sadfv. 
Labour has not 1ml up toils de- 
sire for high standards." 

Nigel de G rocky, general 
secretary of the National .As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters/ 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said (hat Labour had not lis- 
tened hard enough to classroom 
teachers. Many of (hem were al- 
ready under pressure from gov- 
ernment initiatives and could 
not implement Labour's plans 
without extra resources, he said. 

“There are loo many signs 
drat Labour has been listening 
to the professors and directors 
of education all cavorting about 
at a safe distance from school 
and not enough to the 'poor 
bloody infantry'," he said. 

Harry Giecnway, Conserva- 
tive MP for Ealing North and 
a former languages teacher, 
denounced plans to teach for- 
eign languages to children from 
the age of seven. “The simple 
fact is that- it cannot be done be- 
cause the teachers do not exist 
to do it. That is why this is a 
completely dishonest and dis- 
honourable pledge," he said. 



Tough talking: Tony Blair launching his schools policy at a press conference in London yesterday Photograph: Edward Webb 




Labour and the Conservatives 
are stealing each other’sedu- 
cational clothes so rapidly that 
it is impossible to estabBshwho 
owns what. 

On exam and test targets for 
schools, testing for five-year- 
olds and more trammgfor beads, 
they are as one. Yesterday, 
Labour’s standards paper 
promised them. GUfian Step- 
hard, the Secretary of State for 

Pitiralii^anil Fin pfcyrient] has • 

astandards working group look- 
ing. at targets and has just an- 
nounced more money to train 
beads. Eaifief thsyear John Ma- 
jor promised aD five-year-olds 
would be assessed as soonas new 
guidelines for the under-fives 
curriculum were in place, v ‘ 

Both parties want bad teach- 
ers reported to heads by school:, 
inspectors. Labour, if anything, 
is more strident than the Con- 
servatives, who have not yet 
promised to speed up the pro- 
cedure for getting rid of them. 

“Poor teachers camot, ahd ■■ 
must not, remain in teaching,? 
the Labour paper says..- 

Both parties want to dose bad 
schools and the methods- that 
they propose are similar. The 
Conservatives send in a “hit ' 
squad” of education rapertswhd 
can either dose a bad school or 
satk the head* teachers Jtnd gov-: 
ernors and help it to improve. 

Labour promises . “a fresh. . 
start? for ; bad schools, 'which 
would be closed down and to- * 
opraedwitta new name, new 
head and new governors and 
teach ws woald be asked to 
reapply ZfbiHheh jobs: “Pupils 
in ascackAthat has reached rock 
bqttoih So not have the time 

thatit can lakeferprotracted 

measuresfoachieve results. It 
is a positive alternative, there- 
fore, to tbe "Government's bit 
squad or tg a^fosme.’’:.. 

Even da ire^micae^ ft is not 
clear thatib ere vfouKbemnch 
more money for education rai- 
der Labour. Mr Blair saysonly 
that the parties have“<fiSerent 
priorities” on bow' fl^money; ; 
should be spenL He added 
that, although the porty waiit^ 
ed to make a greater inveamajt - 
in education, that would depend 
on the state of the economy. . 

Of course, there are differ- 
ences between the policies. 
Labour’s qualification for bead- 
teachers would be compulsory. 
It would abolish the assisted- 
p laces scheme, which funds pri- 
vate schooling for bright 
children from poor homes, and 
use the money to reduce class 
sizes for the youngest children 
to 30 or under. Mrs Shepbaid 


is sceptical about the effect of 
class size on standards. 

Labour would create a new 
grade of “advanced-skills 
teacher" to reward those who 
wished to stay iij the class- 
room. This would be “a pro- 
fessional pace-setter called on 
by others because of their 
teaebiag espertise". 

. David Bkmkett, the opposi- 
tion spokesman on Education, 
has stolen a march on Mrs 
Shephard oyer homework. The 
standards paper promises clear 
guidelines to ensure that 
primary-school children do half 
an hour a night and secondary 

■ pupils' an hour and a half. ' 

Sdioot n^eetion, top, would 
"be different under Labour with 
local authority inspectors in- 
volved alongside members of 
central reams. There would be 
more advice after an inspection. 
: A General Thachmg Council 
to improve the profession's sta- 
tus’ is -proposed and school 
funding would be reviewed. 
-What difference would 
Labour's prides make? Less 
than-Mr Blair and Mr Bhmketl 
would like. Experts agree that 
taiget setting, better training 
for heads andrewards for class- 
room teachers are all important 
ways bf raising standards. 

But the paper's biggest flaw 
is assuming central government 
has more power than it does to 
influence' events in the schools. 

-Ministers cannot sack teach- 
ers. Only heads and governors 

■ ran. Unless the- Employment 
: Protection Act is changed -and 
Labour Says it will stay^ -schools 
cannot sack teachers more 
quickly than they do now. Nine 
mouths, foe figure used in the pa- 
per for the time it takes to sack 
a teacher, is an underestimate. 
Tvo years is more realistic. 

Setting pupils in different 
subjects according, to ability, 
which the paper favours, cannot 
be imposed centrally. 

Teaching modem languages 
ih primary schools will be dif- 
ficult when there is already a 
shortage of language teadters 
'■msecondaiy schools. 

Even where change can be 
imposed. Labour has to tread 
wmity; >& Blair talks about 
pressure on teachers and; sup- 
port for them. It is a tricky bi- 
ateeto achieve. And yesterday 
there was more evufence.pf 

pressure than support ‘ . 


Judith Judd 
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Defence spending: Committee calls for bias towards Europe 

MPs call for bar on 
American weapons 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Buying weapons and military 
hardware from the United 
States is a short-term policy that 
benefits only US corporations, 

it was claimed by an influential 
group of MPs yesterday. 

In a hard-hitting report that 
fired a shot across the bows of 
policy advisers in the Ministry 

of Defence who have been 

leaning towards US arms man- 
ufacturers, the cross-party 
Commons Trade and Industry 
Committee recommended 
looking to Europe. 

Coming hard on the heels of 
revelations about mounting cost 
over-runs on the Eurofighter 
joint-European project, and re- 
ports of the growing influence 
within the MoD of David Hart 
the independent adviser to 
Michael Portillo, the Secretary 
of State for Defence, the 
committee’s report causes an 

embarrassment for minis ters 
“While we believe that noth- 
ing should be done to prevent 


UK firms from collaborating 
with US firms where this is mu- 
tually advantageous, we regard 
greater European collabora- 
tion as crucial to the survival of 
the defence industries of the UK 
and other European countries.’' 
To this end, said the com- 
mittee in its first study of UK 
defence procurement strategy: 
“We recommend that die UK. 
Government takes a more 
prominent role in creating a Eu- 
ropean defence market involv- 
ing greater collaboration at 
government and company lev- 
els in R & D [research and de- 
velopment], production and 
marketing, with the aim of 
eliminating inappropriate 
duplication and subsidies.” 

It was essential, concluded 
the MPS, that the UK is a full 
participant in a European 
armaments agency proposed 
by France and Germany. 

With MoD arms buying at 
present in disarray - the min- 
istry is seeking a successor to Dr 
Malcolm McIntosh, the head of 
defence procurement, who is 


taking up a new post in Aus- 
tralia - and under severe pres- 
sure following a series of 
damning reports from the Na- 
tional Audit Office; the public 
spending watchdog, the com- 
mittee report poses severe 
problems for Mr Portillo. 

Recommendations like “Giv- 
en the potential savings from the 
promotion of the European 
defence market, we would wish 
to see a more ambitious ap- 
proach . . cannot be music 
to the ears of the avowedly 
Euro-sceptic Mr Portillo. 

The committee’s concern 
was prompted by a fall in Gov- 
ernment defence spending of 

25 per cent over the past decade 

and pressure being put on UK 
suppliers by the MoD, anxious 
to get more value for money. 

Against that, companies were 
also having to compete with a 
US industry which has seen a 
number of takeovers and 
alliances producing greater sav- 
ings and economies of scale. 

With the US becoming an 
ever more aggressive exporter 


and countries of the former So- 
viet Union anxious to sell 
weapons in return for bard cur- 
rency there was a ride, Mft said, 
that the UK could lose 
markets and “as a result, sig- 
nffiran t rtefrwg manufacturi ng 
capacity and capabilities”. 

It was vital, the committee 
said, that the Government 
“adopt a more active policy to 
secure fair access for UK firms 
to overseas defence markets and 
the removal of subsidies to for- 
eign defence manufacturers”. 

The Department of Hade 
and Industry should be given a 
greater role in procurement 
and, “as a matter of urgency”, 
complete a joint study with the 
Department of Employment 
into what happens to redundant 
workers from the defence 
industry. 

The findings of the inquiry, 
which should concentrate an the 
loss to Britain of highly skilled 
scientists and engineers, should 
be reported to the House of 
Commons, the committee 
added. 
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Pico 3840nm Zoom 

Fully automatic. High quality aspberkal 
Zoom lens. Self timer. Versatile auto flash 
with red-eye redaction. £129.99 
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70W 28-70nm Zoom 

Ultra wide-angle 28mm to 70mm tdephoto 
Zoom lens. Stylish ‘pebble-shaped* design. 
Soft flash for natural looking portraits. 
Also available in black. £199.99 
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115EX 38-U5mm Zoom 

Soft flash for natural portraits and dose-ups. 
Striking ‘capsule’ design- Fully retractable 
Zoom lens and flash. Aluminium caring. 
Also available in black. £269.99 
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135EX 38-135mm Zoom 

Five shooting modes to match your 
subject; Macro, Portrait, Night Portrait, 
Trite Me, and Spot Metering. Infra-Bed 
remote control. £319.99 


140EX 39440m Zoom 

The World’s smallest Zoom c om p aa in its 
class. Five shooting modes to march your 
subject Styfeh aluminium casing. Infra-Red 
remote control £359.99 
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™olta Compact Zoom Idts 

All Minolta Zoom compacts shown above 
come boxed in kits, with soft case; 3 rolls 
of Fuji 400 Super G film and battery’ 
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Heseltine, that the fidget 
deliver an extra £9 a week” to 
the average earner. 

Alan Berth, the Liberal De- 
mocrat economics spokesman, 
and Mr Prescott both seized on 
the figure asking if it assumed 
a 4 per cent average pay in- 
crease. If teachers were to get 
such an increase it would eat up 
the extra £878m the Govern- 
ment had promised for schools, 
suggested Mr Beith. 

“Here's the Government 
telling ns that they have a 4 per 
cent pay policy” Mr Prescott 
said. The claim brought Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, to 
his feet to clarify matters. 

The figure given by ministers 
that the average family with one 
wage-earner and two children 
would be £450 better off next 
year was based on Treasury as- 
sumptions about earnings, in- 
flation and the effect of the 
Budget changes. “The best fore-, 
cast that can be mad e is that 
nott year the average fanutywiS ’ 
be £9 a week better off.” 

Eclipsing his colleague, the 
Chancellor asked tf £9aweek 
was not good enough, what 
changes would Labour make. 
“This whole nonsense is based 
on the assumption that the 
Labour Party have got an opin- 
ion one way or the other about 
the changes we have made in 
personal taxation. 

“It isn’t a difficult question for 
the shadow ChaDcellar [Gordon 
Brown was at Mr Prescott's el- 
bow],” Mr n«fa! said. “Are 
they m favour of the changes we 
have made m personal taxation 
or are they against; or haven’t 
they an idea m their head un- 
tO a soundbite is suggested by 
Peter Mandelson?” 

In a series of votes at the 
dose of the debate, the official 
Labour line was to abstain on 


Stephen 

Goodwin 


the Partiamentaro Labour Par- 
ty got in asking the Treasury to 
calculate what is the product of 
a 60 per cent upper rate tax 
band? Is it idle curiosity, or is 
to help with the arithmetic?” 
With Labour MPs calling 
out that Mr Griffiths was a trade 
and industry spokesman, Mr 


vealed that I wasn’t sure be was 
a Treasury spokesman, have I 
revealed something else - that 
there’s a ^IU within the Labour 
front bench between the Trea- 
sury trying to keep expenditure 
down ami same other depart- 
mental Yesponsib Qity trying to 
find theV^ooney to pay for in- 
creased expenditure? I don’t 
mind whiat way it is. 

“AH I tell the people of this 
country: Labour is planning a 60 
per cent tax rate and they're 
doing the calculations on mat 


W ith snow falling outside 
the Palace of Westmin- 
ster, Labour made a well-timed 
- if doomed - return to the is- 
sue of VAT on domestic fuel 
C t j grnn en rimg an amendme nt to 
cot the 8 per cent tax, Mr 
Prescott said that if the Chan- 
cellor really had money to spare 
it would have been fairer on the 
low-paid and pensioners to cut 
their heating bills. And the 
£30m taken off energy conser- 
vation in the Budget could have 
been used to provide decent 
jobs on schemes to insulate 
pensioners’ homes. 

“Thda/s weather reminds us 
that pensioners can’t afford to 
turn up their heat quite so eas- 
ily as ws can in the House of 
Commons,” Mr Prescott said, 
seemingly unconscious of the 
metaphor. 
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gj^iblic health sca re: Parents keep children away from lessons as hospital reports steep increase in incidence of illness 

Meningitis hits third 
pupil as school closes 


meningiite.Ttroalswabs 

dfnwriPn vrvn nfl ll^fn 


l^^-f^ 5 ^ 0038 ^ 10 nearby Dewsbuy area: two' 
gffte, Sa ^J^ wCT Bfcom theOwedhorpeJortoarKllr^- 
School Anfefofcggiven aid srobstaten. 



fesrweek. A t6 , 

jrear oWboy and a baby abo BL Abo confirmed yBstBrdaytt^- 

School, Seacroft, Leeds, haveraeringife; School remains open.- 

LondiOTaj6yeeroldpt^ , 

school tn HammersnaHh is recov ering from meningitis ■- 

Croydon: Three cases affha Wolsey Wart and Junior School, 
New Addington. Afl have meningococcal septicaemia School 
closed, unta next Monday inducing nursery. - ■ 
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Judges back 
Howard over 
life sentences 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, successfully appealed 
yesterday against one of his 
many court-room defeats. 

Mr Howard, who is also in 
open conflict with the judicia- 
ry over his plans to remove 
some of judges' discretion on 
sentencing, was told last month 
by Lord Justice Tinner in the 
High Court that he had “failed 
to measure up to the required 
standard of fairness" when he 
increased the minimum life 
sentence of a murderer from 15 
to 20 years. 

But yesterday in the Court of 
Appeal, the Master of the Rolls, 
Sir Thomas Bingham, together 
with Lord Justice Neill and 
Lord Jpstice.Hfrst.-set aside Mr 
Justice Turner's ruling andsaid 
that the Home Secretary* de- 
cision to increase die sentence 
could not be “stigmatised as ir- 
rational" The case may now go 
to the Lords. - 

The appeal judges stressed in 
their judgment that they were 
not concerned whether John 
Pierson - who was jailed for life 
in 1985 for the “horrifying and 
apparently motiveless” murder 
of his parents - should serve 15 
or 20 years and they bad no part 
to play in making that decision. 

“It is none of our business. 


Firms attacked for 
not tackling stress 


Workplace stress is a problem 
in nine out of ten organisations, . 
according to a survey to be pub- - 
Lished by the Industrial Society 
highligh ting the cost to business. 

Managers believe stress has 
become an integral part of 
most jobs, which is “deeply dis- 
turbing 7 , according to Tony 
Morgan, chief executive of the 
society. “"Finns are doing dan- 
gerously little to tackle the 
problem," he said 

“The damaging flu epidem- 
ic now afflicting the UK is 
nothing compared with the cost 


to business of the stress epi- 
demic," he said at an industri- 
al journalism awards ceremony, 
sponsored by Texaco. 

Mr "Morgan also said a radi- 
cal solution, such as appraisal 
by employees or even cus- 
tomers. was needed to defuse 
the continuing controversy over 
executive pay. " 

■ The industrial journalism 
award winner for national news- 
papers was Robert Taykir. of the 

Financial Tunes. The regional 
winner was Peter Cunliffe, of 
the ybrkshirc Post. 
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Reading the Dee^r 

By MR Peacocke 

In ifh’ new plantation below thehouse.- • . ; • 
voung snow; <uid the record of deer. 

Each foot drmv slantuise ter the brown, .- r 

cleaving over a white quilL 
Here they plaited a track. 

Unravelled here - three, four- 

scraped away, pulled up moss, , ■ ... . 

dropped buttercup leaves, bit plantain. . 

Black grouse leapt up here, ■ ■ - 

primaries smacking the drift . . . ; . ... .. 

in sharp fans; did the roe startle . 

Mw by the alders;. the bmken Wwk 
the ditch rank with mint. One dawdled, . _ 
stepping aside: willow twigs nipped off. . ... 

lost now under birches and hazels ; 

where snow has scarcely lodged, 

skeining to the beck through wet clay. 

A shift in air. Broad flakes begin, 

filling and blurring patterned tm^s of boots 

that have trampled the path of the deer. 

MR Peacocke lives on a Ml farm in Cumbria which sheworfcs 

* a smallholding. Her M 


(Peterloo £5.95). It is a town and rountiy coUection wthan 
old-fashioned air and includes a short bis loiy 
Dansairt. a tribute to Jean Muir, and a hypnonc Goose Hymn. 
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and we have no views on the 
subject. Nor are we in any way 
called upon to consider the al- 
location of sentencing powers 
between the executive and the 
judiciary. That again is none of 
our business. 

“We are concerned, and con- 
cerned only, to rule upon the 
lawfulness of the decision." 

They also made clear that the 
case was not a challenge to the 
Home Secretary personally and. 
although he is named as (he per- 
son appeafingto the court, this 
Was ooiy because he is the sec- 
retary of state responsible for 
' the department '•* 

The judge at Pierson's trial, 
and the then Lord Chief Justice. 
Lond Lane, recommended that 
,..thfr “tariff" Pierson must serve 
for retribution and deterrence 
should be set at 15 years. But 
Pierson, who maintained fas in- 
nocence; was told in August 
1993 that the Home Secretary 
had increased his minimum 
sentence to 20 years. 

■ Mr Howard has been over- 
ruled by the courts in fewer than 
10 per cent of judicial review 
challenges since he became 
Home Secretary in 1993, 
Baroness Blatch. Minister of 
Stale at the Home Office, told 
the House of Lords yesterday. 
-■Sheaaid the cost of defending 
his decisions in court had been 
“about £203" in 1994-95. 




- Glasgow: two year rtd girl is criiica&y ifl with meoirtgms in 
\brRfti NffipflaL 

r— -Ctevsfend; a four year oW boy diet} torn 
L | merengteonFrittey.apupimPaflistaParK 

cfpi^ yesterday as a'resuft. 

.• j ■ — Lincotrtshfrs; Five deaths ana wo 

14 - recovering. First case earty October. 

.Af- \ Three teenage pupils at the City 

■' School Infected. 2 fatalities. School 

— 7-s. dosed tor jlsi under a week as more 
"_c—\ j than 700 staff and pupils are giver. 

’• antibiotics and throat swabs are 

y-: '\ : -■? . collected. Tests reveal that four erf the 
- ~-y / teenagers vriw died were friends and 

• • ~ Jr prodabiy passed on infection 

through norma] social contest Three 
J of the seven cases found to ba 
r • ' 'j?/-* caused by strain C of the bacterium 

which there is a vaccine tor, so 
' vaccination offered to pupSs and 

staff. 


UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

A primary school in Crendon. 
wuih London, where threc 
childrcn have developed 
meningitis- related blood poi- 
>oninjt has closed tempera nl> 
after sciires of aarioas parents 
kepi children at home ycs«.crda>. 

In the latest in a series of out- 
breaks which have alarmed par- 
ents. a 10-year-old N^v from the 
Wotset- Junior and Infam sch».Ml 
in New Addington, has died, 
and an eight -year-old girl is mwv 
recovering in intensi^ care. 

Croydon Health Commis- 
sioning Agency vesterday con- 
firmed that a third pupil from 
the junior seh«W i> ifl with 
meningivoceal septicaemia, a 
form of WtHxl p< »i<oning cuusoc 
by the meningilis bacterium. 
Two of the pupils are in the 


same car. The death rale fn >m 
r.’.cnir.g-.rroccal septicaemia is 
one in ;3ve. compared with 3 
death rate »:? one in ter. tor 
rr.cniniojocet:! meningitis. 

During : m '-5 there has been 
a ft 1 per cent increase in the 
r.umhjr of suspected or con- 
tTrrr.ad rr.entngiXiKeal 

titsrase ;n the Croydon area, ^nd 
GPs were warned to be in- 
creasingly vigilant for -ymp- 
lorns during the winter months 
wh art ire Jisea.s e peaks. 

However. Dr John Thomas, 
a C'-R'-iiiiani in Public Health 
Medicine at Croydon Health. 
Suid that it was “quite unusual" 
to h.o e three pupils infected at 
the same sch ool in such .1 short 
lime snar.. Tests are underway 
to see :! the case* are linked, and 
prevertthc anttbitnic treatment 
h:*.s reer recommended for all 
iunior scho--.} pupils - 


Public health olflciak in Wesl 
Yorkshire have .ils> icon firmed 
meningitis in r.vn pupils at the 
Entity First School in Hudder- 
sfield. One child was admitted 
to the Huddersfield Royal In- 
firmary over the weekend, and 
the other is at the PimJertidds 
Hospital, in Wakefield. The 
schnol remains open but throat 
s-Aahswill hr liken from iheliXJ 
pupih and 15 staff today and 
they will be offered antibiotics. 

the Huddersfield outbreak 
follows lour eases in the near- 
by Dewsbury area, including two 
girls, aged nine and Hi. who 
were pupils at the Overthorpe 
Junior and Infant School. Mure 
than 450 pupil- and staff 
were last week given preventive 
antibiotic treatment. 

In Leeds, two »ix -year-old 
pupils at the Our Lady of Good 
Counsel prim a r. school, in 


Scaeroil. have been confirmed 
with meningitis but the school 
will remain open. 

A 2 1 -year-old Mudcni at 

Leeds lin’ivcrsiiy died of menin- 
giLis last week, believed to be the 
filth death from the disease in 
the city this year. A I h-y car-old 
hoy and a baby are recovering 
from (he illness. R«y Thompson, 
of ihe National’ Meningitis 
Trust, said jvsterdaj that cases 
were running at beiw ecn 1 7 .md 
2 ' 1 per cent up on last year 
and the number of deaths was 
likely to (>»p 

At S.i Mary’s Hospital, in 
London, which runs one of the 
lew menindll- "crash” teams in 
the UK. a ‘p.ikcsman said cas- 
es had increased on last year. 
Between 1 November and 5 De- 
cember. the hospital had treat- 
ed 24 cases compared with nine 
in the same period in 19^4. 
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Problem housing estates: Charity calls for radical government strategy to tackle downward spiral of poverty and lawlessness 


jt !** ' 


GLENDA COOPER 

Britain’s 2,000 worst housing 
estates can be saved from a 
downward spiral of poverty and 
lawlessness by introducing a 
radical 20-year strategy banding 
power bach to tenants, an 
independent charitable foun- 
dation said yesterday. 

The Joseph Rowntree Foun- 
dation wants the Government 

to set up a community resource 

fund to give local people access 
to specialist advice, training 

and r unning mete after dr amarir 

improvements in estates where 
tenants became involved. 

The foundation has funded a 
flJm research programme in 
over 100 estates over the past 
two years called Action on Es- 
tates. Poverty emerged as the 
root cause of many problems. 

Earlier this year the founda- 
tion's report on income and 
wealth estimated that the gap 
between rich and poor was at its 
widest for 50 years. In the coun- 
cil sector the number of eco- 
nomically inactive households 
is now a majority: only 41 per 
cent of household beads bad 
jobs in 1991 compared with 59 
per cent in 1979. 

One in four children in sec- 
ondary schools that serve 
dzfikult-to-let estates achieve no 



Sign of the times: A pair of semi-detached houses on the Hatton Moor estate, in Leeds, one derelict and the other newly refurbished 


GCSEs compared to 1 in 20 na- 
tionally, and truanting is four 
times higher than average. 

The problems of poverty are 
exacerbated by stereotyping. 
Estates suffer from "postcode” 


discrimination: taxi drivers and 
delivery vans will not go there, 
employers lose interest once 
addresses are quoted and it is 
almost impossible to get loans 
from financial institutions. 


Marilyn Ihylor, author of 
the report. Unleashing the Po- 
tential- Brings residents to the 
centre of regeneration, said: 
“Such extremes of disadvantage 
and social stigma place huge 


pressure on family and com- 
munity life and ran create 
breeding grounds for loneli- 
ness and despair, racial harass- 
ment and crime." 

But estates where the resi- 


dents are in charge of day-to- 
day running have been trans- 
formed. Last year, 10 members 

tate m^underiand^re'^Ied 
for a total of 57 years after al- 


An Exclusive Selection of 
3 Traditional Handmade 
Wooden Games 







The Victoria & Albert Museum 

H ere are three games from the past that are available 
for you to enjoy today. R»ch is handmade in England 
and can be played by both adults and children. 

Bagatelle 

Two hundred years have not dulled the excitement of 
Bagatelle - a reassuringly traditional game of skill and 
chance for any number of players or teams. Beautifully 
made and mapped out with steel pins, the 30" x 15" 
(approx 76cm x 38cm) wooden board has its own 
Integral box for storing the 12 ball bearings and a swift 
pull-action trigger to send the ball racing towards maybe 
125 points, or maybe nothing - which will it be? . ... . 

Bagatelle *65-00 ' ***'■ .*' 

: :x'v 

Shove Ha’penny _I; 

It was such a popular alternative to work that in 15^1^ 
Shove Ha'penny was banned. Still addictive today, the 
battle is played out on a handsome wooden board 
divided into 9 equal beds. The idea is to propel coins up 
the board by striking them with your hand - the winner 
is the one who successfully lands 3 coins in each bed. 
Measures 19" x 1511" (approx 48cm x 39cm) with 
blackboard borders for keeping score. Supplied with 
chalk and 6 genuine pre-decimalisation ha'pennies. 

Shove Ha’penny £32.50 

Table Quoits 

One of the oldest known British games. Table Quoits is 
played on a polished veneered wood board with 3 black 
and 3 white quoits. The object is to be the first to score 
exactly 500 points, but the rules say you must stand at 
least 4 feet from the board. Supplied complete with 
quoits. Board diameter 11X" (approx 30cm). 

Table Quoits £24.95 

T he Victoria & Albert Museum is the world’s greatest 
museum of the decorative arts. A branch of the V&A, 
The Bethnal Green Museum of Childhood houses one of 
the largest toy collections on public view in the work!. 

For information please call 0181-980 2415- 



Table Quoits 


We Guarantee Your Satisfaction 

We invite you to inspect your purchase under our unconditional guarantee of satisfaction. 
If yon are not deKghled with vour wooden game simply return it to us within l4 days fora 
foil refund or replacement Most orders are shipped within 10 days. 

The V4A Treasury b a pobflratlon of Innovations (Mali Order) Ud. Bepstered Office 21 1 Loro- Richmond Road, Richmond, Sam? 

4IN. Re gi stered in England 1917662. Royakics from the sale of dris hem are paidTO V&A Enterprises laL. a co mpany wbafly 
trnned by the BaaidafTlWftKg of the Victoria &ABw*tMiMi-«Tni Prafita rrf V*A Wr p riw I ni g m thf MiMaTTffl 


24 hour ORDERLINE 
01793 420420 


Post to: The V&A Treasury, Euroway Buriness fiarfc, Swindon SN5 8SN. 

, CMO 

PLEASE SEND ME CODE ~ OGANTITY PRICE TCTIXL • 

BagateOe XCI93S7 465.00 

Store Ha'penny XA20726 432.50 , 

•ftbfcQucto 1 3CA2536P 424,95 ' ’ 

Postage and Packing 62.95 

TOTAL PAYABLE 

I enclose a cheque/froml order for 4. ___ nude payable to 

The V&A Treasury. 

Oclwbhtopay the amount shown by 
V1WMASTERCARD/AMERICAN EXP8ESS/DINERS CLUB CARD 


%5d from 

Signature , 

Mr/Mrs/UBtyMs 


Expiry date. 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


most I rifling a traffic policeman. 
Recently an initiative called 
Pride in Pennywell opened with 
a carnival attracting 5,000 peo- 
ple. The scheme has a newspa- 
per and a radio show on Wear 


FM to publicise activities; Hol- 
ton Moor, in Leeds, famous for 
joyriding, is halfway through 
renovations of its 1,100 prop- 
erties; andMeadowell, in North 
Shields, the scene of riots, has 
a new youth centre built by a 
co-operative formed by local 
young people. 

The report concludes that 
whQe it is crucial for resident; 
to play a vital role, the Gov- 
ernment must show the way by 
introducing a national strategy 

and 'starting a rolling pro- 
gramme of targeted investment. 
Money could be found from 
existing grants, the National 
Lottery or local. business. 

Government departments 
such as the Benefits Agency and 
DSS should also uo-operate. 
“We want an enabling central 
government that allows re- 
sources to be released in the way 
local agencies feel u most ap- 
propriate,* Ms Thy 1 or said. 
“The positive message ... is 
that targeting multiple disad- 
vantaged neighbourhoods over 
a period of time and involving 
local people in. the tasks of 
regeneration can. produce 
significant improvements.” 

■ Unleashing the Potential: 
Bringing residents to the centre of 
regeneration-, Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation; £1030 & £1 p&p. 


Tenants find 
a fresh pride 


Three years ago the Leeds es- 
tate Hal ton Moor attracted na- 
tional notoriety with its 
joyriding problem, writes Glen- 
da Cooper. Police accused 
young people of trying to kill of- 
ficers by deliberately ramming 
stolen vehicles into police cars. 

Id the 12 months leading up 
to January 1993, 230 stolen ve- 
hicles were set on fire by young 
people on the estate. There 
were six specific incidents of 
joyriders trying to kill or figure 
police officers during a three- 
week period. 

But those on the estate man- 
agement board of Halton 
Moor, which came into opera- 
tion in 1993, say that the estate 
no longer lives up to lurid news- 
paper headlines - if indeed it 
ever did. ' 

Margaret. Wilson, vice- 
chairwoman of the board, said 
they had applied for £23m in 
funding from the Government 
in order to improve the estate 
and make it somewhere to be 
proud of. 

“We started off with the out- 
sides - the roofs, windows," die 
said. “And then we gave them 
garden walls and drives and 
parking bays. 

“Then we went in and re-did 
the insides, with fitted kitchens 
and bathrooms . . . And most 
importantly we let people 
choose what they wanted inside 


£i- : 7 

their houses so they felt they had 
some control over their lives and 
for the first time could have 
what they really liked.” 

The board has so far com- 
pleted half of the 1.100 prop- 
erties but are not stopping 
there. They have also organised 
an outreach worker to try to 
help the young unemployed 
get jobs and have set up envi- 
ronmental groups planting 
more greenery around the es- 
tate. Traffic has been slowed 
down with anti-speed devices. 

“It makes the tenants have 
more pride in the area in which 
they live." Ms Wilson said. 
“They feel they have an invest- 
ment now for tfie future. We 
have volunteers for our youth 
club and our after-school club." 
; Police started work several 
years ago on a football scheme 
and have helped on estate im- 
provements such as lockable 
windows and closed-circuit TV. 

And the problems (hat have 
haunted Halton, such as (he joy 
riding? “It’s very quiet now on 
Halton Moor,” Ms Wilson said 
firmly. “The press coverage in 
1993 1 didn't think was justified. 
Yes there were incidents but it 
was very different to the way it 
was set up in the press. We have 
a vety good relationship with the 
police and each other now." 


■ IfyaidaootwMimrec^edieriperiafr i dcairtiiagQ&hmaMyMi^ wwwMf, ^^^. 
I ( BB O»ginc^aKrfoufia^iBrnieH.orti]eV&AM>goim.;tegr« j ;i» tt 3 ' . ” 
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FAX-U-BACK 
0336 416 295 

For a list of forthcoming 
Independent Special Reports, 
please fax the number above 
and press “start” when 
connected. Your fax machine 
will then print out our diary. 

Calls are charged at 39p per 
minute cheap rate, and 49p per 
minute at all other times. 
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Sell-off row: Labour claims cash 
lor improvements is being lost’ 
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Show trail: A couple walking in Umpsfield, Surrey, yesterday as heavy snow hit Britain in the first icy chill of the season. East Anglia, Kent and Cambridgeshire saw the biggest 
snowfaHs as forecasters predicted worse to come. The snow was caused by an easterly airstream which originated in the steppes of Siberia. Photograph: Andrew Dunsmore 
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CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport CofTBsporident 

The Riubrays jtaspectarale has 
launched i ts bi gg est investiga- 
tion, involving aD its 25 field rail 
inspectors, to assess the safety 
of the new structure of the 
railway folkwiagtiidaeatkm erf 
Rail track. •*' > 

The inspectorate took this 
unprecedented action after a se- 
ries of leaked documents this 
summer relating tottexela-- 


warns that there was “no reason 
for being . complacent”. He 
warned that withm the restruc- 
tured railway “many more com- 


QQIKUip UCWW-v 

its contractors raisedfeai it ha t 
safety was beingcampromised. 

Alan Cooksey, Deputy Chief 
Inspector of the Railways, said 
that the report being prepared 
would be published in Jancary 

and added that the inspectorate 
linri admonished Rail track for 

failing to supply aD doaiments 

relating to these incidents. 

If the report even hints that 
safety concerns have not beep 


bdUVAiui w ii mwi ^ — 7_ - 

next roring, could be delayed. 
One of the leaks qooteda Rafl- 
track safety offidal, Jack Rose, 
saving that RaBtrack needed 


interests'’ and therefore “die in- 
dustzy will have to take steps 
to ensure that the safety man- 
agement system is complete, 
cohesiveand totally: effective-” 

■ TheinspecttnateBatotoas^ 
sess whether Railtrack b justi- 
fied m reducing the numter of 
etnra«Bcyresponse trains from 
13 to 5. According to Railtrack, 
: these trains, used to recover de- 
lated roOi^ stock, are now re- 
■qUirpdTess often as there arc 
- feBter de raihnente. However, 
the.amtujd report says that “^g- 
nfficanj^dermtoatls increased 
-"from'87ife;lDT; " 

" Evidence from flic first year 
of opetatioo’afier the.creatjoo 
of RaBtrack shows thattbesafe- 
ty record was abootllie same as 
the previous year; the beg on 
record Tbemnnber of tram ac- 
ddeatrfefrfrom 977in 1993/94 
Co 907- in 1994/95,. with signifi- 
cant aaadcnts^&ose potentially 
the most dangerous to passen- 
gers— felling^ eigbtto L10. 

The total iruafeer of people 
killed cut the railway^ exclud- 
ing trespassers, and suicides, 
rose by two to 42 and fetal *> 


m evidence were killed. indndmg rZO ga- 
railways - compared with cpnx&xfng 

-sssss^m: 

**?* , OXfl in MrRotwrlsoQ said thatnoae of 


mere ready for erwatisaion. kflleti on tberaih^'eicJud- 
Plications of 


figures the pevions year re- 
spectively, of ^62, 141 anddght. 

** « — tWof nhnA rtf 


th^etogKrepraenred^ 


Chief Inspector of the Railways 


The argument for choosing Orange is very simple and straight- 
forward. Connect to Orange and you won’t just be part of the UKfc most 
exciting digital network - you'll also enjoy considerable savings in 
comparison with the tariffs charged by the traditional mobile operators. 

Just take a look at how little Orange can cost: 



No»: Al priosa atcUae tf*T. 

ttendrt imdct* of* toon UK noontfeots, Mtefty «» 10 m mow® mot or p«sm*n me mmo« 

The messages are reedly very simple indeed. Connect to Orange 
and you’ll enjoy the very best In digital, mobile communications. 
Connect to Orange and you’ll be part of a network that offers its users, 
on average, savings of £20 every month compared to Cetinet and 
Vodafone equivalent tariffs. 

And tha reasons why you’ll save money t 
month after month after month are so dear ; 


Key cost saving benefits 

3 Ceinet and Ntodafone give *ju no cals wfch tfier 129 
tariff. Orange induds an extra 60 minutes of standard 
rated cals free. 

3 Cdkiet and Vodafone round your cals up to the 
nearest minute or half minute. Wtth Orange you’re 
charged by the second so you orty pay tor what you 
say and that can mean ccnskterabte monthly savings. 

Cals from a ST fixed phone to an Orange phone are 
at least half the price of cate to Cdnet and Vcdalone. 
Thre means tag savings for people who can you tom 
onfinary phones. 


Whether you have a mobile phone already 
or you’re considering a purchase stop now, and 7 
consider Orange. Aft you need do is return the 
coupon to find out how you could become part of the UK’s most 
affordable wi refree digital network. 

Or, to purchase, call 0500 80 10 80 now and within 2 working days 
your phone couW be delivered ready to use. Alternatively, if you prefer 
you can visit your nearest Hutchison Telecom Retail store (see below). 

Once you’ve got your phone, all you need do is charge the battery, 
dal 150 and you’ll soon be connected to the network that matters. 
No fuss, no sales pitch, just practical access to the Orange network. 
When you consider quite how cost-effective it is to be part of Orange, 
we hope you’ 0 caD us at once- We’ll even tell you how you can buy an 
Orange phone for as fittle as £49.99 Onckxfeig £50 cashback). 

omen tbOraxjo s ww id dan* HftnBOt eemu nov tie wml »0u Mn t*> anwia 

Buy Orange and save - calf 


Orange users 
on average save 

£20 


two 


most ether networks charge you up to 68p to listen to an 
Answer Phone message - we charge you only 9p a minute. 

Cellnet and Vodafone charge 34p a minute for 0345 calls - we 
charge only 1 0p peak rate. 

Cellnet and Vodafone think Freephone should be 29p peak 
rate - on. Orange it’s exactly what ‘it says: free (with the. 
exception of calls to charge card services). 

Ceiinet and Vodafone think business tariff should be peak rate 
on Saturdays - Orange treat the entire 'weekend as eff-peak. 


r 


I’d like to find out more about Orange 
please send me full details 
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Pollution blackspot: Lottery cash sought to help heal shameful scars of industrial vandalism 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Three days before Sara Thorn- 
ton fatally stabbed her drunk- 
en and violent husband, she had 
told a friend she was going to 
kill him, the Court of Appeal 
heard yesterday. 

The following day. her step- 
son had to intervene and force 
her to drop a kitchen knife she 
was pointing at her husband - 
the same knife she later used to 
kill him. She also gave her hus- 
band an overdose" of Mogadon 
tranquilliser tablets, crushed 
up in some cooked chicken. 

Urging the appeal judges to 
reject Thornton's appeal, the 
prosecuting counsel Brian Es- 
cott Cox QC said there was “an 
extremely strong case for the 
prosecution on murder". 

Thornton, 38, of Atherstone, 
Warwickshire, was jailed for 
life in February 1990 for mur- 
dering her husband Malcolm, a 
former policeman, with a single 
thrust of the kitchen knife as he 
lay in a drunken stupor on a 
sofa. Her original appeal on the 
grounds that she was “pro- 
. voiced” was rejected in 1991. 

But her case was referred 
back to the court after new ev- 
idence emerged, indicating she 
was suffering from “battered 
woman syndrome” and a per- 
sonality disorder which togeth- 
er made her vulnerable and 
liable to suddenly “soap” under 
the stress of repeated abuse 
from her alcoholic husband. 

But yesterday Mr Escott Cox 
said the evidence “militates very 


strongly against this being a 
true case of provocation". He 
claimed Thornton was not a 
woman with “a long-term history 
of being a battered wife’ 7 . The 
violence and threats to wtaidi she 
had been subjected had, he 
claimed, been “sporadic" and 
occurred over a short period - 
between the autumn of 1987, 
when the couple started living 
together, until Mi 1 Thornton's 
death in June 1989. 

Three days before the killing, 
Mr Escott Cox told the court, 
Thornton had told a friend 
“she was not prepared to give 
anything up” for her husband 
and was going to kill him. 

On the night of the killing, he 
said she was in a difficult mood 
and had written in lipstick 
on the dressing-table mirror: 
“Bastard Thornton, I hate you.” 

Mr Escott Cox said the stab- 
bing itself did not involve raised 
voices, or a frenzied attack, 
but one “clinical blow”. 

But Michael Mansfield QC, 
for Thornton, said there was ev- 
idence showing that she had suf- 
fered abuse over a period of 
time which, coming on top of 
her vulnerable personality, had 
caused her to snap when her 
husband had called her a whore 
and threatened to kill her. 

Last night, Thornton's hopes 
of being cleared hung in the bal- 
ance after the appeaijiidges, led 
by Lord Taylor of Gosforth, the 
Lord Chief Justice, reserved 
their decision. However they 
agreed to renew her bail pend- 
ing their judgment, expected 
before Christmas. 



Boy on the black stuff: Like others In County Durham, the beach at Horden is covered in thousands of tonnes of colliery waste 


Photograph: North News 


Coal-ravaged coast in line for £ 13 m clean-up 


CALL FREE Of 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

One of Britain's more shame- 
ful eyesores - the black beach- 
es of the Durham coastline - 
could soon be cleaned up with 
the help of National Lotteiy 
money. 

One-hundred million tonnes 
of colliery waste were tipped 
over the cliffs on to the beach- 




es below from the six mines of 
the East Durham coalfield. 
Currents spread the material 
along the coast, smothering the 
sand in black deposits several 
metres deep. The waste ex- 
tended the beaches 100 yards or 
more out to sea. For nine miles 
the inshore waters are stained 
black and the foam in breaking 
waves is grey. AS life on the 
sea-bed has been wiped out. 


Until two years ago, a giant 
conveyor belt at the Easington 
pit canied waste a short distance 
from the cliffc while bulldozers 
spread it over the beach. It re- 
sembled an industrial scene 
from behind the Iron Curtain 
before communism’s collapse. 

For decades a succession of 
ministers, councillors and expen 
bodies said it was a shame and 
a disgrace. But nothing was 


done to end the tipping because 
British Coal claimed it could not 
identify or afford any alterna- 
tive. The Government declined 
to fond any solution. 

Tipping ceased with the 
demise of the East Durham coal 
industry, and nature has now be- 
gun its own clean-up. Easington 
was the last of the pits to shut, 
in 1993, and its infamous con- 
veyor has been demolished. 
The sea is eroding the thick 
layer of sticky, day-like coal 
waste and working its way back 
towards the limestone cuffs. 

Durham County CYwint-fl and 
seven other local and national 
bodies want to speed up. the 
restoration, bring wfidflowers 
back to the clifftops and make 


the vandalised coast a place that 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple visit eveiy year. The beach- 
es, and the steep-sided little 
valleys which run down to them, 
are now used for fly-tipping and 
dumping stolen cars. 

The partners have applied to 
the Millennium Commission 
for £5.3m of lotteiy money. 
Their proposals, costing a total 
of £13m, have made h on to the 
commission's shortlist and a 
decision is expected later this 
month. 

The most expensive item is 
the removal of two waste tips on 
the beaches, using bulldozers 
and drag-lines. If they are left 
there, the returning sea will 
reach them in a few years, caus- 


ing further damaging pollution. 
The next largest expense is the 
building of six new railway sta- 
tions on the under-used coastal 
line which connects Tyneside 
and Tfecssklc. Today there is only 
one hall and it is difficult to get 
to much of the coast by car. But 
people would be able to walk 
straight down to the beach or 
on to the clifftops from the new 
stations, or hire bicydes to 
ride on the planned network of 
cyde paths. 

Development is to be kept to 
an absolute minimum. “There 
wiD be no bungalow’s, no funfairs 
and nothing but the sun, the wind 
and the unpredictable North 
Sea,” says the botanist David 
Bellamy, a keen supporter. - 
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TUC in pension-rights battle 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

The TUC is expected to appeal 
against the rejection yesterday 
of claims for backdated pension 
benefits on behalf of 60,000 
part-time workers, most of 
whom are women. 

An industrial tribunal in 
Birmingham decided it would 
not be possible for them to 
claim any pension beyond the 
two-year limit already estab- 
lished. The total backdated 
award could amount to £95m, 
according to the TUC, 


The claims - submitted on 
behalf of part-timers in the 
NHS, banking, education, the 
local authority sector and the 
power supply industry > are now 
likefy to go before the Em- 
ployment Appeals Tribunal 
The judgment by the Birm- 
ingham tribunal also indicated 
that some of the cases might be 
“out of time”. 

While the tribunal argued 
that applications should have 
been submitted within six 
months of the end of the con- 
tract of employment inquestion. 


James Goudie, counsel for the 
TUC, said the relevant period 
was the six months after a key 
European Court judgment in 
September lost year that em- 
ployers who barred part-time 
workers from pension schemes 
could be guilty of indirect sex 
discrimination. Proceedings had 
been started within that period, 
he said. 

John Monks. TUC general 
secretary, said: “The TUC is de- 
termined that employers should 
not be let off the hook for past 
discrimination.'’ 
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Viofent fringe: Cans being overturned at the end of a peaceful trade-union demonstration in Paris 


Photograph: Jean-Christophe Kahn/Reuter 


First signs of compromise emerge 


MARYDEJEVSKY 

Paris 

The 12-day-old crisis in France 
came to ahead yesterday with 
demonstrations across the 
country, the extension of pnb- 
hc sector strikes into the private 
sector, and the Prime Minister, 
Alain Jupp£, refusing to with- 
draw his welfare reforms.' ‘ . 

Amid the general chaos, 
however, there were small signs 
that both' sides were tentative- 
ly looking for an acceptable way . 
out. Mr Jupp£ mounted a stri- 
dent defence of ids reforms as 
be spoke in the National As- 
sembly, where he was answer- 
ing a censure motion tabled by 
Socialist MPs, but he clarified 
the distinction. -between .this 
structural reforms of the welfare 
system pad the special pension 
rights of different branches of 
the ppbBc sector. These, he smd, 
wbiildnritbe tonched-Hehad 

How a 

/I •! 


made the same point at a 


from the Gaullist-kd coalition. 

These “special reginies”, 
which include early retirement 
deals for train drivers and min- 
ers, sparked the original 
.prqtestSL Public-sector workers 
reared their lights wo old be 
abolished by a -government 
commission set up to consider 
how public and private sector 
pension arrangements could 
be made fairer. . ” ■ 

The government also ap- 
peared tp offer another oDve 
branch, by saying that it would 
postpone a major element of a 
tax reform planned for 1996. 

. It was unclear, however, how 
far these concessions would be 
successful in defusing the 
protests. And, forrtbe French 
pubhc, Ihcy.were largely ob- 
scured by Mr- JupptS’s" fierce 
: rhetoric rin the National As- 
sembly, in -which 'he spoke in 


Thatcherite terms of there 
being “no alternative*' to the 
reforms. He said: “Yes. Fiance 
can and must embark boldly on 
the road to reforms which 
havebeen delayed too long."* 

But earlier, speaking to gov- 
ernment deputies in a private 
meeting, he was reported to 
have said that the “door was 
open” to negotiations. 

*1 do not have the intention 
to commit suicide. I am coura- 
geous, but not reckless,” Mr 
Juppd said. Union leaders also 
said tbey were prepared to 
negotiate. . j 

Government concessions 
may be too late to defuse what 
have become highly person- 
alised protests whose chief 
target is not just the “JupptJ 
plan”, but Mr Jupp6 himself. 

This was the mam chant of 
several ' hundred thousand 
demonstrators who took to the 
streets of French cities yester- 


day in some of the biggest 
demonstrations seen in France 
since the student revolt of 1968. 
More than 50,000 turned out in 
Paris despite perishing temp- 
eratures and the first snowfall 
of winter. 

One source of consolation for 
the government - and the first 
sign in the past week that they 


might yet have a chance of vic- 
tory - was the sharp diminution 
by two- thirds of the traffic jams 
into Paris in the morning rush- 
hour, Monday had seen a 
record total of 600km at a 
standstill. 

The drop probably reflected, 
in part, people’s decision to stay 
at home to avoid demonstra- 


tions and weather, as the trans- 
port strike continued to grip the 
country, with no trains running 
and no public transport in the 
capital and several other 
cities. Lorry drivers, power 
workers and teachers joined the 
strikes in increasing numbers, 
and most state schools were 
dosed. 




SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Britain faced new demands yev 

terday to hand over more pow- 
ers to Brussels during the 
furthcoming Maastricht review 
negotiations, or stand accused 
of ‘stunting the next phase of 
European evolution. 

The calls followed the publi- 
cation of an inquiry report by 
the 15 member states on how 
the European Union should re- 
shape its policies and institu- 
tions in the inter-governmental 
conference next year. The re- 
port, bv the " “Reflection 
Group", revealed the true ex- 
tent of Britain's isolation, and 
will set new hauic lines for the 
summit of heads of govern- 
ment in Madrid in two weeks. 

Playing down the prospect of 
new confrontation. David 
Davis, the Foreign Office min- 
ister on the Reflection Group, 
said it was now "probable" that 
the so-called Maastricht II con- 
ference would conclude after 
the next election in Britain, 
likely to be early in 1907. He de- 
clined to comment on hopes 
expressed by Britain's European 
partners that a more pro- Eu- 
ropean Labour government 
might be in power by then. 

The Reflection Group re- 
port confirms that during its six 
months of talks, all but Britain 
wanted to weaken the power of 
individual states by increasing 
the use of qualified ma jority vot- 
ing in the EU Council of Min- 
isters. Ail states but Britain 
also wanted to strengthen the 
democratic legitimacy of EU in- 
stitutions by "giving* new pow- 
ers to the European Parliament. 

The imegraiionisis believe 
new power-sharing is essential 


wrong 




MARYDEJEVSKY . 

Paris ... 

When Alain Jupp6 stood up in 
the National Assembly yester- 
day to defend his government 
against a vote of censure from 
theSooalists,heandhisfeDow 
Gaulhsts might well have asked 
themselves how they bad got 
into this mess. Only, six months 
before, all the cards had seemed ' 
stacked in their favour, giving 
them more room for manoeu- 
vre than- .any government in ■ 
Francefarjnore than a decade. 

Jacques Chirac bad won a . 
convincing majority in the pres- 
idestt&eledmn-iri May and had 
a seven-year teon before him. 
The Ganlhsl-led cozdrtion held 
three-quarters of seats in the 
National Assembly,, and a com- 
fortable majority in. the. Senate. 
The next pariiametitaiy elec- 
tions are not due uhtfl 1998. 

Mr JuppiS wa^notontyseen 
as one of the best. brafaspf his 
generation, but appeared So . 
politically and .temperamental-' 
lv dose to Mr Chirac that 
Agreement looked unfifcely. Bor ; 
the first time for many years, it 
seemed, the French constitu- 
tional axiom “The President 
presides and the government 
governs” bad a chance of work- 
ing. How did it £0 sowron§? . 

First, contrachetojy electron 


. played a pariTbe huge majority 
for the Gaullist-led coalition in 
pazliainent reflected the voters' 
inbod fa 1993, exasperated with 
12 years of.RrangcMs Mitterrand 
Thjsyearis presidential election 
showed a 53-47 right-left' spbX 
.The mayoral elections held a 
month later showed a still more 
even division, with a-cohsider- 
able bias against established 
■ power. -The President can call 
. new parliamenlaiy Sections, 
. hnt Mr Chirac had no mcentive 
to do so, because of ins party's 
huge majority. So. President, 
parliam ent and public, are out 
of kilter. 




OUkinw : „ 

voting public - taxpayers, the 
unemployed, students, big busi- 
ness — all to believe they would, 
benefit at the same time. 

The second failure was Mr 
Juppe’s, deriving from his first 

government, appointed imme- 
diately after Mr Chirac's elec- 
tion- Marked by departmental 
squabbles, it was dissolved af- 
ter five months, having squan- 
dered a honeymoon period 
when voters would have ex- 
pected, if not fully supported, 
change. The ccwm&y’sfeanpal 

position tookedstrengerandfoe 

jobs situation better man today, 
allowing a little more room for 
manoeuvre* By the timeMr 

jupp£ was reappointed Prime 
M&t and ffadnamed a lean- 
er, sHmmer, more like-mmded 
team, public disappointment 
had already set in. 

The constitutional peculiar- 
ities of France may also have 


Juppe: Winning ' support of 
MP& was not enough 

' Constitutional relations be- 
tween the Prune Minister, the 
government and parliament 
also limit the degree to which 
parliament, m particular can 
function as the “voice of the 
people" is response to the pub- 
lic mood- The Prime Minister 
is appomted by the President 
and is, in theory, accountable 
both to him and topariiameuL 


In pracuce, uuvrcra, pansimeui 
has hardly any real ‘'checking” 
role at all. 

The fact that ministers may 
not also be MPs means that the 
common interest which Wads 
together the gcKrenrin^ party in 
Britain hardly exists. Similarly, 
voters have no confidence that 
if they lobby their MPS their 
views wflj be passed on to 
ministers. 

The separation of executive 
and the legislature is hardly 
unique to France. But wirif 
presidential and parliamentary 


elections not coinciding it 
means ministers and MPs can 
both be detached from lbe na- 
tional mood in a way that would 
be difficult in Britain. 

A third crucial factor is the 
separate, world inhabited by 
the French 6Hte, which includes 
ministers and MPs of most par- 
ities. Increasingly, they have 
. been educated (at the highly se- 
lective ffandes 6coles\ worked 
(ha wetf-paid safe jobs in the civ- 
il service or state industry) and 
lived (in prestigious and sub- 
sidised. accommodation) in con- 
ditions different from those of 
the rest of the population. 

The reception for Mr Juppe’s 
soda! security reforms illus- 
trates the gap between the dlite 
and the rest When he presented 
his proposals to the National 
Assembly three weeks ago, he 
bad prepared the ground im- 
peccably. Potential dissidents on 
the right were heard and given 
small concessions, so were dif- 
ficult lobby groups, and Social- 
ist leaders, including the leader 
of the biggest, Sodalist-domi- 
naied trade union, the CFDT 

Within this small group, the 
proposals were, if not wel- 
comed, accepted as inevitable. 
So was Mr Juppe's decision to 
rush the main proposals 
through parliament by “edict", 
rather than after a series of par- 
liamentary debates. Mr Jupp6 
sat back, watched the franc 
rise and believed his troubles 
were over. 

■ But as news of the reforms fil- 
tered through to the rest of the 
population (Mr J oppd’s speech 
m parliament was not tele- 
vised), the mood turned hos- 
tile and stubborn. No one -not 
the Resident, not Mr Juppe, not 
even the social affairs minister 
- went on television to tell 
people what the measures en- 
tailed; rumours multiplied. The 
decision to pass the measures 
byedictlooked like additional 
defiance of the French public. 

Finally, last weekend the So- . 
daBstsm 'parliament, like the 
n^jor tradeimion leaders a few 
days before, understood that 
public anger was farcing their . 
hand. They tabled a censure 1 
motion. It was a late and hope- , 
less gesture, which served to 0- ! 
fustrate why real opposition in 
France is on the streets. 
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if Europe is to operate effec- 
tively after enlargement to the 
casL Britain believes there is no 
need for more integration, in- 
sists on maintaining iu. right to 
opt out of new EU social poli- 
cies and resists any new Brus- 
sels powers over foreign policy 
or asylum and immigration. 

Expressing frustration at the 
British position yesterday. Car- 
los Westendorp. the Spanish 
chairman of the Reflection 
Group, said Britain would not 
be ahle to remain on the out- 
side: in the end “pragmatism" 
would prevail. Mr Westendorp 
said the Maastricht li negotia- 
tions would proride a “major 
historical opportunity" for Eu- 
rope to prepare for the next mil- 
lennium. strongly signalling that 
Britain would not be allowed to 
stand in the way. 

Whichever party is in power 
in Britain when the Maastricht 
II negotiations are concluded 
should be prepared to show “re- 
alism". Mr Westendorp said. 

Just three months ago John 
Major expressed the view that 
Europe's plans for integration 
were slowing down aid the 
European Union was now danc- 
ing to Britain's sluggish tune. At 
the time, there were signs of 
growing disarray within the 
union, with France and German 
in particular appearing unde- 
cided about federalist plans. 
However. Britain's dear re- 
fusal to compromise on even the 
more limited power-sharing 
proposals laid before the Re- 
flection Group has spread new 
frustration among other Euro- 
pean leaders, who now find 
themselves within months of the 
launch of Maastricht 11 talks 
with almost no common ground 
on how to proceed. 
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Bosnia settlement: In snub to Americans, French announce Balkan agreement brokered in Ohio wiil be called Elysee Treaty 

Paris tries to steal 
US peace laurels 


SARAH HELM 
Brussels 

Stepping up its drive to snatch 
the role of chief peace -maker in 
Bosnia. France yesterday an- 
nounced that the Dayton ac- 
cords would be transformed 
into the EJysSe Peace Treaty 
when the agreement is formally 
signed in Paris next week. 

At a meeting of Nato's for- 
eign and defence ministers in 
Brussels, Fiance also signalled 
that it intends to claim a new 
role in the “renewal” of Nato. 
Herv£ de Cbarette, the French 
Foreign Minister, confirmed 
France is to rejoin Nato's mil- 
itary and defence planning bod- 
ies, which it left in 1966. putting 
Paris back at tbe heart of the 
alliance’s decision-making. 

The French diplomatic drive 
dominated the Brussels meet- 


ing yesterday the purpose of 
which was to finalise plans for 
the deployment of the 60,000- 
strong Implementation Force In 
Bosnia. France's partners wel- 
comed Paris’s decision to 
resume its military connections 
with Nato, although scepticism 
was voiced about the claims that 
France could suddenly breathe 
life into the alliance. 

US officials were also muted 
in their response to the France’s 
unilateral announcement that 
the Dayton accords are to be 
transformed into the Elysee 
Treaty. British officials said 
there had been no consultation 
on the decision. 

Britain will also try to share 
some of the Dayton limelight 
when it holds the London im- 
plementation conference this 
weekend, where plans for the re- 
building of the countries of the 


former Yugoslavia will be 
drawn up. 

The French diplomatic of- 
fensive brings to the surface the 
under-current of transatlantic 
rivalry over who can lay claim 
to the success of the Bosnian 
peace agreement. 

Paris and London were irri- 
tated at the way the US side- 
lined the Europeans during the 
negotiations and laid down the 
Jaw over the Nato peace im- 
plementation operation. The 
Americans have privately dis- 
missed European concerns, 
arguing that their failed efforts 
to broker a peace have been 
characterised by confusion. 

Expanding on what he 
claimed was France’s central 
role in the peace-making 
Charles Millon, the French De- 
fence Minister. yesterday made 
the remarkable claim that this 


had moved “from Paris to 
Paris”, referring, apparently to 
an earlier inconclusive Paris 
peace conference, which Mr 
Mxllon suggested bad led to the 
deal which is to be signed next 
week. Neither Mr de Charette 
or Mr Millon made any refer- 
ence to the US role, referring 
only to the success of the 
“international community”. 

The rationale behind France’s 
rapprochement with Nato 
appears to be an acknowledge- 
ment that full co-ordination of 
the Bosnia operation cannot 
come about if French generals 
are left out of the key planning 
bodies. "France is ready to 
work to the renewal of Nato, ” 
Mr Millon said. 

“France will assure the evo- 
lution of Nato so it can adapt 
to the conditions of our time.” 


Guarded welcome: A US officer arriving In Theda In a UN armoured vehicle 
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Media barrage 
greets first GUs 
to reach Tuzla 
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EMMADA1Y 

Tuzla 

The first US troops dispatched 
to implement the Dayton peace 
plan arrived yesterday in Tuzla, 
a dreary industrial town in 
northern Bosnia, led by 
Brigadier-General Stan Cherrie, 
deputy commander of the 1st 
Armoured Division. A phalanx 
ofteteviaon cameras staked out 
the bin in gate of Hizia’svast mil- 
itary air base to catch the mo- 
ment of arrival. 

The 10 officers in the divi- 
sional reconnaissance team 
arrived in UN armoured troop 
carriers, but the tell-tale cam- 
ouflaged helmets among the 
peace-keepers* blue ones alert- 
ed the waiting pack. 

“First impressions?” one re- 
porter asked. “It's cold," replied 
the American. “Not miserable, 
just cold” He will change his 
mind soon enough, and anyway, 
yesterday was warm by Tuzla’s 
standards. 

The city, a former industrial 
power-house whose welcome 


SDA that runs the rest of gov- 
ernment-held Bosnia, in spite of 
the city’s Muslim majority. 

There is, therefore, political 
rivahybe tween Utzla and Sara- 
jevo. The city wants to extend 
its independence after the war, 
and is seeking funds to convert 
the air base, one of the largest 
military fields in former Yu- 
goslavia, into a commercial air- 
port. For the moment, the base 
is under UN control, but it will 
be taken over by Nato next 
week; in the summer it housed 
30,000 refugees from Sre- 
brenica, camped on the runway. 

The alliance wants it to 
operate as an air base, so the 
first headache for US planners 


of an enormous power station 
belching smoke from every ori- 
fice, has few material benefits. 
The city is sinking, victim of the 
salt mmmg it is named for - 
"tuz'’isTbridsh for “salt”. Many 
.old buildings have collapsed 
The effect is like that of an 
earthquake, according to the 
dtycouncirs brochure. 

“Tbzla - where reason pre- 
vails" does, however, rejoice in 
its multi-ethnic and tolerant 
history. It was the only Bosnian 
city not to vote on ethnic lines, 
so the Social Democratic Par- 
ty is in control not the Muslim 


for the 4,000 to 5,000. troops 
attached to the Tbzla head- 
quarters. The bulk of the force 
will he based in smaller groups 
doser to the confrontation line, 
which will require an enor- 
mous engineering effort, build- 
ing roads, bridges, bases and 
observation posts. 

Yesterday the American of- 
ficers, hotly pursued by pho- 
tographers, were busy with tape 
measures, checking the dimen- 
sions of a bridge on the road 
towards a confrontation line, 
and examining a field that might 
serve as a helicopter landing 
site. 

Camraimicatians and logistics 
experts, plus staff officers, are 
also working to set up bases in 
Sarajevo, which will be the site 
of the overall Nato headquar- 
ters. The UN is expected to 
transfer its authority to Nato, 
led by a British commander. In 
mid-December, after which the 
combat troops wiil arrive. 


RAF mission gives 
boost to charities 


The Independents Children of 
War . Appeal had a boost yes- 
terday with the news that tire 
RAF will fly crucial medical 
equipment to seriously ill 
enudren in Bosnia. 

The equipment - an infant 
and child’s ventilator, two spe- 
cial infusion pumps and a mon- 
itoring VDU system - was 
donated respectively by North- 
wide Park Hospital, the 1VAC 
medical firm, and the comput- 
er company Hewlett Packard. 
The project, which, was organ- 
ised by the Quid Advocacy In- 
ternational charity, trill bring 
equipment basic to every British 
intensive-care unit to the war- 
tom country 

_The head of the charity. Pro- 
fessor David SouthaD, who runs 
an intensive-care unit for chil- 
dren at North Staffordshire 
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every intensive-care unit in the 
UK. In Bosnia, there’s no real 
intensive-care unit for children. 
If anything starts to go wrong, 
children don’t survive." 

Professor Southall added 
that every week in Bosnia a baly 
is bom with complicated heart 
disease, and the new equipment 
would enable their heartbeats 
to be monitored. According to 
the charity’s figures, one in a 
thousand children in Bosnia 
has a serious illness which can- 
not be treated without this lev- 
el of care. Equipment such as 
the VDU system - which mon- 
itors heart rate, oxygen, tem- 
peratures and blood rates - win 
be vital in saving lives. 


Hospital, Stoke, said: “There’s 
no doubt children’s lives will be 


saved by this. This equipment 
would be found by each bed in 
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E^ptian^hlt-squads: Islamist terrorists’ strike back as long arm of Mubarak’s vengeance reaches out to London 

war spills across Europe 



IN BRIEF 


ROBERT FISK 

Cairo 

Alaa al -Din Nazmi drove into 
vk underground carpark of his 
"«uiy Geneva apartment at 
about 9pm on 13 November. 
Mamed with a four-mon Lh- 
old daughter. the commercial 
counsellor to the Egyptian em- 
bassy should have had no rea- 
son to fear assassination. 
Officials from the "UN's Euro- 
pean headquarters also lived ia 
the apartment block and - of- 
ficially, “at least — Nazmi spent 
much of his time n eg otiating the 
future of Ofeypi’sbasket-case 
economy with members, of the 
world Trade Organisation. 

But no sooner had he parked 
his car and begun walking 

aaoss the garage to take the lift 

to his seventh-floor flat than a 
gunman - or gunmen - opened 
fire. Nazmi was hit by sixbul- 
lets anddied instantly, al though - 
his body was not discovered for 
another two honrs. 

: In Cairo, however, political 
sources suggested that Nazmi 
was working under diplomatic 
cover, and that his real job was 
to track down members of 
Egyptian Islamist armed groups 
in Europe who have sworn to 
overthrow President Hosm 
Mubarak's regime. Nazmfs 
murderers said as much two 
days later. Describing them- 
selves as the Gamut alAdela al 
Alamiya - the “International 
Justice Group” - they claimed 
that his real job was to bunt 
Muslim “activists” on behalf of 
the Egyptian government 
The Egyptian authorities in- 
sist Nazmi was no more than a 
diplomat. But his murder came 
less than two months after Ta- 
laal Qassem, the co-founder of . 
Egypt’s Gemaa hlamiya - the 
'‘Islamic Group" largely re- 
sponsible for the anti-Mubarak 
insurrection that has cost almost 
900 lives in Egypt over the past 
three years - disappeared on a 
visit to the Croatian capital of 
Zagreb. Mr Qassem; held 
refugee status in Denmark and 
his family said that he was vis- 
iting former Yugoslavia to re- 
search . a book.. Biit other 
sources claimed he was on the " 
way to visit Islamist fighters in 

Bosnia. 

Whatever the purposed! his . 
trip, the Croatian, authorities V 
said they arrested the 38-year- 
old Egyptian ion 12 September,’ " 
fined him for yrolaJhrig reia-.' ; 
deuce laws and expeHed.him ; 
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Bomb aftermath: A crater outside the Egyptian embassy in Islamabad. Some of the 18 dead may have been secret agents 


Photograph: AP 


from the conntry six days later. 

Muslim activists sympathet- 
ic to the Genian, however, told 
a different story. They said Mr 
Qassem was seized by a group 
of American intelligence offi- 
cers, interrogated and later sent 
to Egypt via the Croatian port 
of Rqefca, and is now being held 
in the AI-Mansoura Egyptian in- 
telligence headquarters. Both 
the United States and the Croa- 
tians flatly denied the story. But 
two weeks later, a massive car 
bomb blew up in Rijeka, killing 
ia Croatian policeman. It fol- 
lowed a threat from an organ- 
isation calling itself “\hnguards 
of Conquest”^ which had warned 
die Croats not send Mr Qassem 
back to Egypt. 

By. mid-November, there- 
fore, tire Egyptian, regime was 
at.vrarwitfr'its enemies overseas. 
President Mubarak, outraged at 
thetrontinuationjerfthe armed 
Muslim insurrection in. Upper 


Egypt, decided to send large 
numbers of his own intellj- 
gence officers abroad to hunt 
down what he called the “Arab 
Afghans”, the Arab volunteers 
who had fought against the So- 
viet Union with CIA backing in 
Afghanistan but once the war 
was over bad turned against the 
regimes of Egypt and Algeria in 
the hope of creating Islamic re- 
publics. 

Up to 100 Egyptian state se- 
curity police were dispatched to 
London to set up a base for 
“anti-terrorist” operations in 
Europe. Around 40 of the men 
were stated by a reliable mili- 
tary source in Cairo to be 
armed; all of them were said to 
be tasked to eliminate the “ter- 
rorists” who bad declared war 
on Egypt Mr Mubarak also 
sanctioned the dispatch of an- 
other 100 men to Pakistan to 
pursue Egyptian militants 
-in Baluchistan and other 


areas bordering Afghanistan. 

One Cairo source says that 
H assail al-Alfl. the Egyptian In- 
terior Minister, was behind the 
entire project, having told the 
President during the summer 
that if three named “Arab 
Afghans” were liquidated, the 
“terrorist war" against Egypt 
would be over. The three men 
were named as Mr Qassem, an 
activist called hnan al-Zawahri, 
whom the Egyptians believed to 
be living in Switzerland, and 
Mohamed el-Islambouly, re- 
ported to be in Pakistan, the 
brother of Lieutenant Khaled 
el-Islambouly, the army officer 
who murdered President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981. 

By late September, Mr 
Qassem had disappeared in 
Croatia. The Swiss denied all 
knowledge of Mr Zawahri but 
the Egyptian government's first 
diplomat casualty had been 
shot down in Switzerland in 


mid-November. Then, on 19 
November, a suicide bomber at- 
tacked the Egyptian embassy in 
the Pakistani capital of Islam- 
abad. killing IS men. including 
five diplomats. Once again, 
sources in Cairo said that sev- 
eral of the dead embassy offi- 
cials were working under" cover 
as diplomats to help the Pak- 
istani authorities track down 
members of the Genua and oth- 
er anti-government groups, es- 
pecially Mohamed el-lslam- 
bouly- indeed, the same sources 
claimed that these same men 
had already secured the extra- 
dition of nine wanted Egyptian 
mililants to Cairo. Mr Mubarak 
was on the point of sending the 
next batch of 100 intelligence of- 
ficers to Islamabad on a paral- 
lel operation to the one he had 
sanctioned for London when 
the Islamabad bomb went off. 
The operation was cancelled at 
24 hours’ notice. 


Two days after the bombing, 
however, "the Adda al Alamiya 
group - which hud admitted the 
murder of Alaa al-Din Nazmi 
in Geneva - claimed responsi- 
bility for the Islamabad slaugh- 
ter. and added a ferocious new 
warning. “There are other 
death sentences that have been 
issued against other {diplomats] 
and these sentences will be im- 
plemented even if they hang 
from the curtains of the Kabaa” 
(the holy black stone shrine in 
Meccat." the group said in a 
faxed acknowledgement of re- 
sponsibility. “There is no pun- 
ishment for you other than 
cutting your bodies into shreds. 
You are’ more criminal than the 
Zionists.” 

The claim also demanded the 
freeing of Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman, one of Mr Mubarak's 
fiercest enemies among Islam- 
ic prelates, currently jailed in the 
United Slates, and the release 


of Talaat Qassem from his sup- 
posed prison in Egypt. 

Egypt's lii-for-iat war with its 
enemies abroad now seems set 
to produce further bloodshed. 
And just as Egypt's ruthless in- 
telligence services arc hunting 
for the regime's enemies 
abroad. President Mubarak has 
instituted an ever more dra- 
conian repression at home. 
Quire apart from the sentenc- 
ing of 54 non-violent members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood 
before last week's parliamentary 
elections - in which several of 
the convicted men were candi- 
dates - and the death of 2d Is- 
lamists in Egyptian prisons 
since January, it has now 
emerged that hK intelligence 
services took action against 
Cairo University students who 
protested at his decision to at- 
tend the Jerusalem funeral of 
Yitzhak Rubin ->n 5 Noveniher. 

Sources close in the Egypt- 
ian security forces say that al 
least 50 students, most 'of whom 
were demonstrating against the 
regime rather than the 
Jerusalem visit, were arrested by 
plainclothes policemen posing 
as university officials. After 
they had been forced to give 
their addresses, pul ice raided 
their homes and took their en- 
tire families, including women 
with babies, to the Central Se- 
curity Camp on the Cairo- 
Alexandria road, where many 
were kept without fi* >d and wa- 
ter for two days. Some police- 
men brought bread and water 
to the elderly - but only for pay. 

Even less publicised were 
the bfoodv raids by security 
force personnel on two vil- 
lages. Maghaga in Minva 
province and another hamlet 
near the Faycum oasis, just a 
month ago. 

About 1_50U police were re- 
poned to have sLormed Magha- 
ga. apparently looking for 
Islamic •■terrorists” They killed 
13 men. including, they said, a 
local Muslim militant leader. In 
Fayoura. seven people were 
killed, including the local head 
of the Genua Islamiya. “This 
was not just a military opera- 
tion," a source familiar with the 
raids said in Cairo this week. 
“The security forces were asked 
to be policemen, judges and ex- 
ecutioners.” 

Is that, European govern- 
ments may now ask. what the 
Egyptian "government has or- 
dered its intelligence men 
abroad to be ? 


Rabin murder 
charges filed 

Jerusalem — Israeli prosecu- 
tors filed a charge of premedi- 
tated murder against YigaJ 
Amir, the confessed assassin nl 
the prime minister Yitzhak Ra- 
bin. Two alleged accomplices - 
his brother Hagai and a friend. 
Dror Adani - were charged with 
conspiracy and illegal weapons 
possession. Reuter 

Kindergarten deaths 

Vladikavkaz — A man de- 
manding a ransom seized a 
kindergarten in southern Rus- 
sia, but detonated twn gr-.-n 
adcs before his deadline ex- 
pired. killing three children 
and wounding several nlher 
people, including himself. AP 

Swede pulls out 

Stockholm — .After 24 hours ■ >f 
speculation, the Swedish Fi- 
nance Minister. Goran Pcrsson. 
who had been lipped to succeed 
the Prime Minister, fnavar 
Carlsson. next March, said he 
would not run for the post un- 
der any circumstances. Reuter 

Bomb arrests 

Paris — French police staged 
dawn raids in Paris, Lyons. 
Toulouse anJ Tours, detaining 
19 people they suspect of havl 
j ing links to Muslim extremist 
| networks accused of a wave «■/ 
i bombings since July. Reuter 

PM slightly better 

Athens — The ailing Greek 
Prime Minister. Andreas Pa- 
pandreou. showed a slight im- 
provement yesterday, according 
to his doctors, although he re- 
mains on life-support systems 
for his lungs and kidncys-AVurcr 

Dam kills three 

Grenoble — A routine release 
of water from a hydro-electric 
dam swept away six young chil- 
dren and their teacher on a na- 
ture outing. The teacher and 
two of the children were 
drowned. AP 

Journalist shot 

Paris — Khadidja Dahmani, 28. 
of the Arab-1 an gu age mass cir- 
culation weekly Eehourouk. was 
shot dead at her home near Al- 
giers. She was the second jour- 
nalist killed in the Algerian 
capital in the past four 
days. Reuter 

Dead drunk 

Moscow — More than 160 peo- 
ple have frozen to death in 
Moscow in the past month, in 
temperatures as low as -19C. 
The city's health department 
said all were drunk. AP 
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Brighton 


01273 606242 
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Colchester 
01 206 369800 

Eastbourne 
01323 720200 

Fareham 
01329 825511 

Folkestone 
01303 259000 

Gloucester 
01452 502525 

Grays 

013”5 396693 

Hartlepool 
01429 234566 

Heme) Hempstead 
01442 233003 

Horsham 
01403 260410 

Ipsundi 
07473 215915 


FREE CONNECTION 


FREE £50 WORTH OF CALLS 
MOBILE PHONES FROM £1 


AWARD K3K TKAiWNG 


EXCELLENT SERVICE 


WHY GO ELSEWHERE? 


At MPC our buying power. . 
with mobile phone* 
manufacturers means we 
can pass on great savings to 
our customers. 

Our relationship with 
the networks means we can 
offer outstanding deals oh 
connections. 
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We sell a full range of 
accessories to protect and 
make the most of your phone 

What's most impressive 
about MPC however, is that all 
these offers are backed with 
outstanding customer service. 
But don’t take our word for 
that ask Cellnet or Securicor. 

• secuncor 
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Luton 

01582 487788 

Maidstone 

01622 763737 

Northampton 
01604 259444 

Orpington 

01689 876060 

Peterborough 

01733 555773 

Rainham 

01708 524406 

Red ditch 
01527 584588 

Romford 
01708 753348 

Southampton 

01703 211433 

St Albans 

01727 854444 

Stevenage 

01438 751175 

5 1 rood 

01634 296496 

Westdiff-on-Sea 
01702 333766 

LONDON 

BRANCHES 

Enfield 

0181 367 5333 

Fen church Street 

0171 709 9000 

South Woodford 
0181 532 9663 

Strand 

0171 240 0222 

Surrey Quays 

0171 252 0787 
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I — I Pay no legal fees if you call Direct Line now. I — i 


Sorry building societies, 
your mortgage rates are 
still too high. 

(Direct Line is still over 
£40* a month cheaper.) 


•Typical Mortgage of £80,000 repayable over 25 years (300 monthly payments). 


Lender 

APR 

(Variable) 

Monthly Repayments 
(after tax relief) 

Monthly saving 
with Direct Line 

Total Payable 

HALIFAX 

8.4% 

£582-57 

£44.65 

£174,771 

WOOLWICH 

8-4% 

£582.50 

£44.58 

£174,750 

NATIONWIDE 

8.0% 

£578.16 

£40.24 

£173,448 

DIRECT LINE 

7.2% 

£537.92 

— 

£161,376 


APRs based on Standard Variable Rate Repayment Mortgages, correct at 4th December 1995. MIRAS has been 
alntowt under current tax legislation which may alter. 


Building socieries have changed their races. But nothing’s really changed. You still 
save over £40 a month with Direct Line, and if you call before the end of January and 
complete the transfer of your existing mortgage to us using our solicitors package, we’ll 
pay your legal fees for you. Call Direct Line now. we’re waiting to do a great deal for you. 



0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


MORTGAGES 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND36 


Direct Line Financial Services Limited, 139 West Regent Street, Glasgow, G2 2BQ. Direct Line and Che rad telephone on wheels 
are the trade maria of Direct Line insurance pk and used with the permission of Direct Late Insurance ptc. Direct Lina mort- 
gages from £20,000 CO £300,000 are available for up to B59 b of the property valuation or purchase price, whichever fs the lower. 
App&cantt must be aged 18 or over and Direct Line Financial Services reserves the right to decline any application. 
A first legal charge (standard security -■ Scotland) over the property and life assurance to cover the amount of the loan 
(to be assigned) w3B be required as security. The property must be fully insured lor the duration of tile loan. All rates quoted are 
for standard variable rate mortgages. The standard valuation fee wiB be refunded to the borrower once the mortgage 
is set up (for the ex amp le quoted the fee would be £125). Direct Line wifi pay the legal fees only where the mortgage on 
the borrower's ousting bonne » transf e rred using Direct Line's special arrangements for legal fees. Written quotations are 
available on request. Some mortgages may require payment of a fee Co the existing lender when being transferred. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

For your added security an telephone cab will be recorded and the recording kept secure. 
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South Korea 
slush-fund 
scandal hits 
president 
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RICHARD LLOYD RARRY 

Tokyo 

'Hie political uproar in South 
Korea opened a rift in the rul- 
ing party yesterday after the for- 
mer president, Roh Tae Woo, 
was formally indicted for cor- 
ruption, along with leaders of 
the country’s biggest companies. 

Twenty days alter his arrest, 
prosecutors charged Mr Roh 
with accepting bribes worth 
$355m (£23 2m ) during his five- 
year term, which ended in 1993. 
The scale of the alleged cor- 
ruption is staggering. Thirty-five 
businessmen are said by the 
prosecutors to have paid the 
former president individual 
sums of up to $32m for gov- 
ernment contracts. These he 
held in a secret slush fond, 
scattered through bank ac- 
counts held in false names, 
which he allegedly used to give 
political favours. 

Mr Roh has admitted to con- 
cealing SdSOm, which he claims 
was amassed through legitimate 
political donations. Investigators 
say he has refused to answer 
many of their questions and may 
be hiding far larger sums. 

Several Roh aides were also 
charged, along with seven busi- 
nessmen accused of giving the 
bribes, including the chairmen 
of the Samsung, Daewoo and 
Dong Ah conglomerates. Only 
Mr Roh was held in custody, 
however, the markets took this 
as a sign that the businessmen 
would be treated leniently, and 
stock prices rose slightly. 

But the arrests provoked stir- 
rings of discontent with the 
current President, Kim Young 
Sam. as the chairman of his rul- 
ing Democratic Liberal Party 
(DLP) tendered his resignation 
- the Gist dear sign of Mr Kim's 
political security being endan- 
gered by the investigations. 


The DLP chairman, Kim 
Yoon Hwan. was a close aide of 
both Mr Roh and his prede- 
cessor, Chun Doo Hwan, who 
was arrested on Sunday on sep- 
arate charges. The party chair- 
man withdrew his resignation 
after a meeting with the Presi- 
dent, but the tumour in Seoul 
was that several members of his 
faction would soon resign. That 
would leave President Kim in a 
precarious position in the run- 
up (o parliamentary elections 
next spring. The likeliest out- 
come seems to be a drastic re- 


But it is a risky strategy for 
the President, who is thought by 
many to have let events run out 
of control, goaded by allegations 
that he too benefited from Mr 
Rob's slush fond. What began 
a month ago as a corruption 
scandal has become an attack 
on an entire generation of 
South Korean leaders. 

With the filing of yesterday's 
charges, attention will now 
focuson the much more serious 
treason case facing Chun Doo 
Hwan. Three days ago he was 
arrested for questioning about 
his leadership of a military 
coup in 1979. As generals, Mr 
Chun and Mr Roh are widely 
believed to have ordered the 
massacre of more than 200 
pro-democracy demonstrators 
in the city of Kwangju in 1980, 
still a profound wound in the di- 
vided country. 

Mr Roh is also being ques- 
tioned about the massacre, and 
yesterday five other retired 
generals, lesser participants in 
the coup, were banned from 
travelling overseas. In a coun- 
try which achieved democracy 
only two years ago, after 32 
years of military rule, these are 
bold and disquieting moves. 



Displaced: A Tamil refugee bringing her sick child to a clinic at Vavuniya, in north-central Sri Lanka 


Photograph: Anuruddha Loku hapua r/Reuter 


Tigers take to the jungle as Jaffna foils 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

It took the Sri Lankan army SO 
days to slog nine miles through 
swamps and rice paddies, dodg- 
ing snipers and mines. The gov- 
ernment lost over 450 soldiers, 
and a third of its air force was 
destroyed. But in the end, the 
Sri Lankan forces conquered 
the rebel citadel of Jaffna. 

For the first time in five 
years, the flag of Sri Lanka, a 
snarling golden lion, was hoist- 
ed over a 400-year old Dutch 
fort. Until yesterday, Jaffna 
had been the centre of a mini- 
state set up in northern Sri Lan- 
ka by the Thmil Tiger rebels. 
The autocratic rebels ran their 
own schools, judged ‘Traitors’’ 
in their courts, raised war tax- 
es and drummed up an army of 
teenagers. For many Tamil mil- 
itants, the loss of Jaffna town 
was a devastating blow to their 


dreams of Eelam, an indepen- 
dent homeland. 

While the flag was unfurled 
in Jaffna, people elsewhere in 
Sri Lanka celebrated this turn- 
ing point in the 12-year ethnic 
war between the Sinhalese and 
the Tamil minority by shooting 
off fireworks in the streets. The 
government feared that Sin- 
halese mobs, drunk on cheap ar- 
rak and the triumph over the 
Tigers, might attack Tfoml com- 
munities in the capital, Colom- 
bo, and elsewhere on the island. 
But this did not happen. Mar- 
tial music played on Sri Lankan 
radio for most of the day. 

"This is not the end of the 
war. Very soon, we will totally 
defeat and annihQale the sep- 
aratist terrorists," said the 
deputy defence minister, Anu- 
ruddha Ratwatte. 

He and his generals had 
flown to the Jaffna ceremony at 
considerable risk; Tigers have 


downed at least four military 
planes with missiles and anti-air- 
craft guns, in jungle areas and 
over water which had suppos- 
edly been cleared by the army. 

The minis ter was only partly 
right. Victory in Jaffna, indeed, 
does not signal the end to this 
war which has cost over 38,000 
lives: vanquishing the Tigers 
may prove impossible militari- 
ly. Even as Sri T^nhtnx rejoiced 
over the capture of Jaffna yes- 
terday, a Tiger suicide killer 
drove a lorry piled with explo- 
sives into a police camp at Am- 
parai, hundreds of miles away 
from the Jaffna battle zone. The 
police got off tightly, only one 
man being injured. 

Without Jaffna, the Tigers are 
crippled. Thousands of fighters 
were wounded in the defence of 
the town and they have had to 
be carted to underground hos- 
pitals bidden deep in the malar- 
ial jungle with no electricity and 


little medicine. But the rebels 
still control large swaths of the 
J affna peninsula and operate 
freely in the jungles of north and 
east Sri Lanka, Knowing that 
the militaiy massed over 25,000 
troops for the assault on Jaffna, 
the Tigers recently switched 
their attacks to more exposed 
targets in the easL Carpeted in 
dense jungle, the eastern 
provinces are ideal for guerrih 
la war. 

The Tigers have another 
weapon: theThmfl civilians they 
herded out of Jaffna. Film dips 
released by the military on the 
conquest of J affna yesterday 
showed empty, blasted building 


with only a few hundred Tamils, 
old ana sick, huddled in a 
school The rest of the city had 
been forced by the Tigers to 
clear out Over 400,000 Tfonils 
are now in jungle refugee 
camps, and the Tigers refuse to 
let litem return to Jaffna, as if 


Rapper 
witness 
changes 
his tune 

Los Angeles (AP) — A prose- 
cution witness m the murder In- 
al of the rapper Snoop Doggy 
Dogg changed Iris stoty.and said 
he could not have seen the 
crime dearly because- he was 
high on marijuana and was not 

hir HacCRt 


' The rapper (real ; name 
Calvin Broad us ) and his body- 
guard, McKinley Lee, are 
charged with the murder of 
Philip Woldemariam in . 1993. 
Police sources daim Wolde- 
mariam, 20, and Mr Brdadus, 
24, had connections with dif- 
ferent street gangs. The victim, 

a member of the By Ye reel! 
Hustlers, apparently resented 
Mr Broadus, listed as a mem- 
ber of the Long Beach Insane 
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to say to the government: you 
may have won the city, but 
you've lost the Thmil people. 

Much as the Thmils would 
like to go bade to their homes, 
farms and schools, now under 
the government control, few will 
dare to risk befog branded by 
the Tigers as traitors. 

Sri Lanka’s President, Chan- 
drika Kumaratunga, is trying to 
coax the Tigers back into peace 
negotiations. Generous in vic- 
tory, she has repeated her of- 
fer to give the Ifomls greater 
autonomy in the north and 
east, with the right to adminis- 
ter their own schools, land and 
police force. 

Her next task is to have this 
package approved by parlia- 
ment, which may be tricky, with 
Sinhalese nationalists opposed 
to it And the Tigers’ chiet 
Velupillai Prabakharan, says 
he will not negotiate “at the bar- 
rel of a gun". 


bourfaood during the recording 
ofhjshhrea^Z>c®[>arvfc.The 
defence says the shooting was 
done in self-defence. 

Jose Murillo told the 
court on Monday that he bad 
been standing with his cousin, 
Cesar Serrano, who gave evi- 
dence last week, when Mr 
Broadus and Mr Lee drove by 
several times and then stopped 
at a park. Prosecutors said that 
supported their claim that the 
pair were looking for a fight 

Bobby Grace, for the prose- 
cution, reminded Mr Munllo he 
had told police he saw a flash 
of light coming from the Jeep 
driven by the rapper as the gun 
went oft 

“Did you actually see a 
flash?" Mr Grace asked Mr 
Murillo. 

“No," Mr Murillo responded. 

When asked w by be gave 
contradictory information to 
police, Mr Murillo said: “It 
was all the excitement,” a 
dding ha d merely repeated 
to police what Mr Serrano had 
tola him he had seen. 

Deputy District Attorney Ed 
Nison said he believes the wit- 
ness may have changed his sto- 
ry because he feared reprisals 
from the rapper. “Every gang 
case I have put on, someone wQ] 
get up and say, T lied to the po- 
lice, Mr Nison said. “It’s very 
typical of the situation.” 


There is only ONE product to prevent a cold sore appearing 


but now you have TWO choices 
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The introduction of Zovirax Cold Sore Cream 
heralded a major breakthrough for cold sore 
sufferers. Cold sore prevention was possible, 
for the very first time, without a doctor’s 
prescription. 

Millions of users 

Now there are millions of 
cold sore sufferers who rely 
on anti-viral Zovirax Cold 
Sore Cream to stop a cold 
sore before it appears. They 
simply treat that tingle, five 
times a day for five days and 
the discomfort, embarrass- 
ment and pain of a cold sore 
can be prevented. There is 
no other product that can 
make this claim - because 
no other product is 
clinically-proven to stop a 
cold sore appearing. 

Unsurpassed efficacy; new convenience 

Now there is more good news for cold sore 
sufferers. Because this uniqueiy-effective 
product Is also available in a new pump, 
offering unsurpassed convenience and the 


reassurance of controlled delivery, wherever 
and whenever you need it 

Keep ft with you - tread the tingle 

New pump is robust and discreet Simply keep 
it with you wherever you 
go. Then you’ll always be 
ready to treat that tingle - 
and prevent your cold sore 
appearing. 

Ytonr choke far 
prevention 

So remember, there really 
is no other choice for cold 
sore prevention. Why buy a 
cold sore treatment, when 
cold sore prevention is 
possible? Simply choose 
Zovirax Cold Sore Cream, 
trusted by millions in 
new pump or original 
tube - from pharmacies 
everywhere. To find out more or to receive a 
free leaflet about cold sores and their 
prevention, call this cold sore information line: 
(Average cost of a call will be 6.3P per minute) 

€>@00000000 
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Press for cold sore prevention 
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Warner Wellcome 


NEW pump - available from pharmacies NOW I 
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Gettiiig jQnQrts in the den of the ju-ju man 
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Fangs a lot: The witchdoctor Alpfinim shows his son a crocodile head that 'catches thieves’ Photograph: David Onr 


The other day I drank Firewa- 
ter From a Human skull and 
made a wish. Alter an hour with 
the witchdoctor it seemed like 
a reasonable thing to do. 

Before drinking, 1 repeated 
an incantation intoned by mv 
host: “1 swear I have drunk with 
Death. My death will not come 
from the hand of a human be- 
ing. My death will come from 
the good God who put me on 
to Lois earth". 

I drained the schnapps (£150 
a bottle from the witchdoctor's 
wife) as be waived his ju-ju stick 
above my head. The drink pro- 
duced a curious tingling sensa- 
tion in my lips but no in -effects. 
1 was assured it would protect 
me from evil. 

Alphonse, the fetishist to 
whose suburban Lagos home fd 
been invited, bad knocked back 
a skull-full a little earlier. 1 sat 
with my friend. RasaJd. in the 
gloom of a iow -ce dinged shack, 
listening to the witchdoctor ex- 
plaining his an. Inside his den. 
the hot afternoon air was fteai y 
with the smell of incense. 

“People come to me for all 
sorts of reasons", he explained 
as he crouched on the floor, half 
a dozen necklaces and charms 
dangling against his bore chest: 
“Sometimes they're looking for 
jobs, other times they’re sick or 
having nightmares. * 

“If people dream of cals", 
said Alphonse, pointing to a 


LAGOS, D 


white cat on the bench beside 
me. "that is a very bad sign. If 
the cats attack you in your 
dream then you are seriously 
sick and need treatment. 

" Sometimes men bring their 
wives, if they can't become preg- 
nant". he continued. ”U could 
be that evil people arc stopping 
her from conceiving, i can lift 
the curse". 

At this point Alphonse went 
into a long rigmarole about the 
spirits of the sea. I presumed he 
was talking metaphorically but 
ir. fact he lakes the husband and 
harren wife to the beach, where 
an offering of fruit or meat is 
made to the spirit of the sea. 

"If someone is about to die", 
be pointing at a disgusting 
howl of gunk or, an altar. "I 
anoint him with this potion, ft’s 
a secret medicine made with the 
beads of a vulture, a stork and 
a crew . It also contains sand and 
41 different kinds of herbs". 

.Alphonse Hounkpe comes 
from a long line of fetishists in 
neighbouring Benin. Once 
known as the Slave Coast and 
more recenilv as Dahomey, it is 
the birthplace of voodoo. He 
moved to Lagos 16 years ago 
with his wife and children. His 
younger son. Valentin, sits on 
the bench beside me. At one 
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point he does a little sprinkling 
routine with firewater, though 
he's noi old enough to imbibe. 

“If someone has been 
robbed", explains Alphonse, 
brandishing a crocodile head 
with a large bone in ils teeth, 
"this will catch the culprit”. 

The hone, it transpires, is a 
human femur. I don't ask where 
Alphonse got it. His den is lit- 
tered with what look like human 
remains. Congealed blood cov- 
ers the altars and ju-jus. Rosa- 
ki later tells me Alphonse uses 
human-body parts for his mag- 
ic, which he buys at a special 
place in a local market. 

“Now. if someone has done 
vnu harm". continues 
Alphonse. “I use this .African 
gun. It's made of a human 
thigh bone with bottles con- 
taining ju-ju soil attached to it. 
1 put the name of the bad per- 
son in the bone. Even if he is 
very far away in Europe he will 
get a terrible pain in his side”. 

.Alphonse has ju-jus for a 
huge army of ills and inconve- 
niences . Should you he charged 
with murder. Alphonse will, 
for a small fee. take up his duck 
and lizard heads, which have 
been bound in pieces of doth 
from dead people. His .spell will 
ensure the charge is dropped. 


The den Is an Aladdin’s cave 
of trinkets. Dolls, pictures, 
leathers, horse tails, animal 
skulls, hoi Ues. beads and stat- 
ues coyer every surface. In the 
corner is a child's coffin, which 
squeaks when the lid Is opened. 
I try to see if .Alphonse has a 
squeaky toy in his hand but it’s 
hard to toll'. 

“I'm not a Christian’’, says 
Alphonse. “1 don’t follow any 
particular religion. 1 believe in 
ju-ju and in nature". 

Before I leave, Alphonse 
gives me a magic parrot feath- 
er t he has a cage full of parrots 
outside, along with some re- 
pulsive-looking rodents). Next 
lime 1 come to Lagos, he says. 
I should bring a ring. The; he will 
feed to a chameleon which he 
will lock up in the parrot's 
cage. When the chameleon 
dies, he will he opened up and 
the ring, by now bearing mag- 
ic properties, will be extracted 
and put on my finger. 

On the way home. Rasald, a 
Muslim, says most Nigerians 
lake ju-ju seriously. Soldiers, po- 
licemen and politicians seek 
the fetishists' help. RasaJd be- 
lieves God's power is best but 
that men like Alphonse are 
powerful and it's best not to up- 
set them. Needless to say. I'm 
keeping my parrot feather 
charm in a safe place. 

DAVID ORR 


Ex-president 



attempts to 
clear name 



PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent : 

For the first ditto' since he 
fled Mexico in degrade, nine 
months ago, the farmer Mod- 
can president,' 'Carlos Sati- 
nas de Gorl^-feJ^tingback. 
He elaimsr He frtSe 
power st ruggle gaHfcfe n : 


astbepeweradredthreeweeks 
later apd Mr 7Wffllri Mamed 
him fot deliberately veiling the 
nation’* fmanri»i problems. 

That, m.Rfouary, Raul Sali- 
nas was held <m suspicion of 
mastorinndhag the assasina- 
doB of Jose ficandscb Ruiz 
ManK^r' PlU^s jsecxe- 
^t hry-ff aearal and farmer .finsr . 


ing Ixisciiutidhsl, Rdvohr&iit- ) Salinas. She, too, rseesrent- 
aiy Thirty (HtfNpd $s ybd^tt, 7 -ty dndef n^estigation dyer an 
USreducafedpwhicaltm^ ^egedbmiking fraud. . - 
nonne reforms. - .. ' A- ■ ■ : ‘A J faMarch, Cubs Safinasfled 
Mr ''Salinas who .fled in first to NewYotk, then lo Mou- 
March after ms-brother Rani treal arid now, re^ortc«31y, to the 
was arrested irfcormecricmwith proteefipn of 1m old friend, 
miirrWinrt k^nmcrffTOKMam Fufel GaStTO. - 

His flight led many to sus- 


:hoices 


murder and fafhimseffwas blam 
ed for Mexkxfs financial crisis, 
faxed a long dtatemeat to Mex- 
ican media qn Monday night. 
Said to lujve been sent from 





Carlos Safinas: Claims to 
be Wctfm of power haafe - 


& 


Cuba, where be was last seen, k 
accused another former pres- - 

dent Lnis Ecbeverria, of a can>^ : 

paign to discredit him and his 
policies of political and eco~. 
nomic opening. Even though 
Mr Salinas was clearly tryingto 
deflect criticism, his remarks 
struck a chord among many 
Mexicans who increasingly see 
the entire PRI-controlIed 
system as corrupt- 
Mr Salinas denied respons- 


9 0 * 
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said be had been unaware of any 

criminal activities by his broth- 
er. He attributed the scan- 
dal surrounding his family to a 
“tremendous struggle fon*w- 
er in Mexico” and spedfjffL 
ly to a “political offensive by 
Mr Echeverria. . 

royals are billing it the Bat- 
• tie of the Old Dinosaurs ver- 

, sus the Baby Dinosaurs -the 
PRTs old guard against itsyc^ 
. ger technocrats, symbolised by 
Mr Salinas and his succes- 
sor, President Ernesto Zedil- 
lo. Mr ZediDo, dose to Mr 
; Salinas throughout his ca- 

(.■ reer, has made no otonnenc tm 

‘ his nredccessor!s statement.. 


ntion 


f ft 



coveted! 

>. theiiewWoridr-^T- . 
I sation. Efis rcpufiauoa shtmpeo 


pect him of involvement in an 
earfier assa ssiuat i oo , that of the 
PRTs origmalpreadential can- 
didate uiis Donaldo Colo- 
sio in Tijuana: in Mari* 1994. 
Others believed PRT hard- 
liners were behind the Jailing, 
fearing Colosfo would ex- 

Itoe^market economic open- 
ings and cut into their tradi- 
tional power base and wealth. 

. : in Jdos statement, Mr Sali- 
nas came dose to accusing Mr 
Echevema,^Kesidcart'frOTil97D 
V76 of involvement in the Colo- 
sio murder. “A few hoars 
after the painful death of my 
dear friend Luis Donaldo Cok>- 
^fMHtoriHeadatfLafiEdiey 
erria- showed, up unan- 
nooDcetf al my office, with great 
urgency to propose his candi- 
date. Obviously, it was not Dr 
Ernesto ZediM,” he wrote. 

“Nothing that has hap- 
pened in Mexico this year is 
unconnected to a tremen- 
dous struggle for power. What 
has been at stake here is what 
sort of nation wiD prevail. I am 
ready to make myself avail- 
able to any inquiry."- 

The former president (fid not 
comroent oa the murder charge 
: his brother,. but cat the 
t .that Rani Safinas buflt 
np a tortune wfafe wotinig for a 
government food distribu- 
tion agency with a salary of. 
around ; £50,000 a year. He 
wrote: “My brother Raid’s 
deception is unacceptable. Bran 
the beginning of 'my adminis- 
tration, I asked him to -ab- 
stain foam particapatmg in 
business deals. 1 never knew of 
such activities." 

Raul Salinas's wife, Pauli- 
na, was arrested In Switzer- 
land last month asshe tried to 
withdraw cash from &‘$84tn 
account believed to have 
been set up by Raul Salinas 
using an afias: The Swiss 
had apparently been tipped off 
by the US Drag Enforce- 
ment Adminisirtlion (DEA), 
who believe the acco unt coa- 
jained laundered nwnejrfrom 
dreg dealing- Mexican author- 
itiefr say they have traced .48 
bank accounts to Safinas 
and 44 properties. Scotland 
•Yard is said to be _hdpn^ the 
Mexican authorities 
inquiries into “a murder and 
money-lau n de r ing," apparent- 
ly after, a $2ttm bank acr 

.count was 
under ani 
Raul Salinas. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE CONVICTION OF KEN SARO-WIWA 


On 8th November, 1995, the Provisional Ruling Council (PRC) 
upheld the death sentences passed on Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa, and 
eight others on 30th and 31st October, 1995, by the Ogoni Civil 
Disturbances Tribunal headed by Justice Ibrahim Auta, a 
renowned Judge of the Federal Court of Appeal, for the gruesome 
murder of four prominent Ogoni sons, on 21st May, 1994. Six other 
accused persons were freed, including Ledum Mi tee, the Vice- 
President of MOSOP. Since the sentences were passed there have 
been both local and international reactions to the verdict. While 
some of the reactions have been pleas for clemency, others have 
been full of vitriolic fnlminations, designed to trivialise a very 
serious murder charge which claimed the precious lives of 
four prominent Ogoni sons, in a most barbaric, inhuman and 
despicable manner. 

2. It is true that Ken Saro-Wiwa is a foremost writer of 
international repute, who during the Nigerian civil war served as 
one of the youngest Commissioners in the Executive Council of 
Navy Commander Alfred Diete Spiff, the then Governor of Rivers 
State; It is also true that the four Prominent Ogoni sons who were 
murdmpd on -21st May, 1994, had equally enviable credentials or 
pedigree, ‘^/ Albert Badey was a one-time Permanent Secretary, 
State Commissioner ^and later. Secretary to the Rivers State 
Government’, Chief E. N. Kobani was a former State Commissioner, 
former Deputy President of MOSOP, and former National Publicity 
Secretary of the defunct Social Democratic Party (SDP); Chief 
Samuel Orage was a one-time State Commissioner and Chief T. B. 
Drag© was Secretary to the Gokana Council of Chiefs. 

3. What is more? These four prominent sons of Ogoniland were 
among the founders of the Movement for the Survival of Ogoni 
People (MOSOP), which was formed in 1990 and originally 
conceived as a pressure group that would use non-violent methods 
to protect the Ogoni people from the environmental degradation 
caused by oil exploitation and exploration in their areas. In fact, its 
first President, Mr Garrick Leton, a former Federal Commissioner 
escaped being killed because be was not present at the scene of the 
barbaric murder. Otherwise, nearly all the foundation members 
would have been completely wiped out by a group of terrorists 
and bandits under the umbrella of the National Youth Council of 
Ogoni People (NYCOP) formed by Saro-Wiwa as the Youth Wing 
of MOSOP. 

4. Ken Saro-Wiwa, who is now being widely acclaimed as the 
leader of MOSOP was not among its original founders. It was after 
its formation that he requested to be made its 
spokesmau/ambassador in charge of Public Affairs to enable him to 
deal with the Press, given his wide contacts with the local and 
international media. Together, they produced the Ogoni bill of 
rights. But Ken Saro-Wiwa had his own agenda, unknown to the 
foundation members. In 1993, he mooted the idea of forming a 
Youth Wing within the movement but this was widely opposed by 
other members. Despite their opposition, he unilaterally formed 
the Youth Wing, which he called the National Youth Council of 
Ogoni People, promising its impressionable young members a lot of 
el dorado, such as huge bank accounts, palatial mansions and 
luxurious cars. The Youth Wing not only became militant in their 
approach to issues, they became a law unto themselves and 
unleashed a reign of terror as well as campaigns of calumny, 
blackmail, villifi cation and destruction on the whole of Ogoniland, 
mounting over 150 road blocks. 

5. Despite admonitions from the elders, which included those 
murdered in cold blood, that the Youth Wing which had illegally 
constituted itself into a vigilante group and a private Army of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa, be much more restrained and follow the movement’s 
original methods of dialogue which the MOSOP had used 
effectively in the past, they continued their reign of terror with the 
promptings of Ken Saro-Wiwa, their Commander-in-Chief. When it 
became dear that the group had not only become uncontrollable 
but owed their loyalty only to Ken Saro-Wiwa, the original 
founders parted ways with him, and from then on he declared war 
on them and hijacked the leadership of MOSOP. It was this war 
that eiilimnated in the gruesome murder of four prominent Ogoni 
sons during a meeting in the palace of their revered king. The only 
sins of the Great four was that they disagreed with Ken Saro-Wiwa 
over the tactics, and were later to pay dearly with their own lives. 
The build up to their tragic end was written, sealed and delivered 
by Ken Saro-Wiwa. 


6. For instance, infl amatory exchanges between Ken and the big 
four also showed clearly that deep-seated animosity existed 
amongst them. For instance, on 27th November, 1993, Chief 
Edward Kobani, who was one of those murderd, in a letter 
addressed to the Rt. Rev. Bishop J. B. Poromon of the Methodist 
Church wrote en quote: “Ken Saro-Wiwa has a formidable army of 
trained thugs and hoodlums who are terrorising the whole of 
Ogoniland, destroying the lives and property of those he does not 
like in the attempt to emerge as the one and only Ogoni leader 71 , 
Ken Saro-Wiwa replied in a letter dated 15th December, 1993 en 
quote: “I have noted bow far your stock has fallen in the Ogoni 
Market. When will you accept responsibility for your failure. I 
cannot stop you from envying my achievements. I invite you to 
copy my ways and you will find that which you desire the most, 
Ken Saro-Wiwa image. Good advice and it's free”. Such deep 
feelings of hatred were manifested in other correspondences 
between Ken Saro-Wiwa and other members killed on 
21st May, 1994. 

7. It was, therefore, not surprising when Justice Auta stated 
while sentencing Ken Saro-Wiwa to death that he (Saro-Wiwa) did 
not only counsel others to kill, he also prepared the grounds for the 
killing and organised NYCOP and some elements in MOSOP to 
carry out the dastardly murder of four prominent Ogoni sons. He 
added that his utterances, activities and actions before the killings 
were well rehearsed actions to carry out the killings for which he 
and his accomplices were, consequently, convicted. 

8. There are so many truths being twisted by some misguided 
elements to discredit the Federal Goverment. First, before the 
brutal, unconscionable and condemnable murder of the 
four prominemt Ogoni citizens, no single Ogoni man was being 
held for the non-violent expression of his views. To the contrary, 
the Federal Government in keeping with its policy of Freedon of 
Speech and association, allowed Saro-Wiwa and MOSOP to 
thrive as a pressure group which expressed its views freely from 
time to time. The views were sometimes considered on their own 
merit and taken into account by the Federal Government in Oil 
Policy formulations. Second, Ken Saro-Wiwa and others being 
tried were allowed access to the Counsels of their choice. 
There was delay after those Counsel withdrew. In accordance 
with the law, Government lawyers were picked to defend the 
accused persons. 

9. Third, they were never tried by either a special military 
tribunal nor a court-martial as was being bandied about. They 
were tried by a Special Tribunal recognised in law and headed by a 
renowned Judge of the Federal Court of Appeal. In fact, it is a 
cardinal legal principle that laws should be interpreted as they are 
and not as they should be to meet selfish interests. Special 
Tribunals are recognised under the Nigerian Judicial system and 
function like normal courts. Their principal purpose is to speed up 
the dispensation of justice. 

10. Ken Saro-Wiwa’s life is no more precious than the lives of the 
four prominent Ogoni citizens murdered in cold blood simply 
because they disagreed with Ken Saro-Wiwa over the tactics of 
achieving their goals. The families of the four slain Ogonis expect 
justice, albeit for the latters selfish ends. Ken Saro-Wiwa was not 
sentenced to death because of his quest for a fair deal for his people 
or for environmental matters, he was sentenced to death for the 
cruel murder of four prominent Ogoni sons. Those who were 
murdered on 21st May, 1994 are no lesser beings than Ken Saro- 
Wiwa- He produced the monster that eventually consumed him. 

11. The attempt by some critics to compare the fate of the coup 
plotters with that of the convicts by Justice Auta's Ogoni Civil 
Disturbances Tribunal is misguided. The two cases are completely 
different. The Saro-Wiwa’s case is clearly criminal, involving 
murder. The penalty for such an offence which was not. made by 
the Military but has always been part of Nigeria statute-book is 
dear. The penally has been duly imposed. And there is no apology 
to offer anyone. It is true that many countries today like South 
Africa and the United Kingdom have removed death penalty from 
their statute-book, Nigeria has not yet done so. Consequently, for a 
country to seek to impose its own legal system on another smacks 
of undue interference and until the death sentence is removed from 
Nigeria’s statute-book, the confirmation of the death sentences 
passed by the Tribunal is in order and well deserved. 


Nigeria High Commission on behalf of the 
Federal Government of Nigeria 
Abuja, Nigeria. 
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obituaries / gazette 

Woytec Lowski 


Woytec Lowski was a Polish 
dancer who enjoyed a distin- 
guished career with Maurice Be- 
jart's Ballet of the 20th Century, 
Roland Petit's Ballet of Mar- 
seilles, and the Boston Ballet. 
A severe hip injury ended his 
dancing career when he was in 
his prime, but he used his mu- 
sical gifts and knowledge of 
dance resourcefully to become 
a first-rate teacher and coach. 

Lowski was bom Woieiech 
Wiesidlcwski in 1939, in Btzesc. 
He studied at the National 
School of Opera Ballet in War- 
saw and was granted a scholar- 
ship to continue studies at the 
Leningrad Choreographic Ac- 
ademy. Returning to Poland be 
joined the National Ballet in 
Warsaw, where he soon be- 
came a soloist. However he 
was not content: he would have 
liked to have been an actor and 
fell the roles allotted to him 
were not giving full rein to his 
abilides. 

In 1964 he competed in the 
first Yirna Internationa] Ballet 
competition. Facing stiff oppo- 
sition from Soviet artists he 
managed to acquire a silver 
medal, while gold medals went 
to Vladimir Vhsiliev (only win- 
ner of the Grand Prix), Nikita 
Dolgushin and Serge Vikulov. 
Disillusioned by the Warsaw 
management's Jack of interest 
and having become acquainted 
with the international scene in 
Varna, he made efforts to quit 
the Warsaw Ballet 

In 1966 he succeeded in get- 
ting free from Poland and ar- 
riving in Brussels, he joined 


On 2 August 1941, Albert Ou- 
zo ulias had a rendezvous in the 
restaurant La Qoserie des Lilas 
in Montparnasse. There he met 
Daniele Casanova and another 
official of the Communist Par- 
ty, who told him that the 
Jeunesses Communistes, of 
which he had been a leading 
member before the Second 
World Vfox, was creating several 
fighting groups called Bataillons 
de la Jetmesse. He was told that 
he was to be in charge of them. 

Later that day, again follow- 
ing instructions. Ouzo ulias met 
Rene Georges, who was known 
as “Fr&fo’' and was later to be 
known as “Colonel Fabien”. It 
was at this meeting at the Metro 
station Duroc that they dis- 


Refer to “the twins" and any- 
one in the London restaurant 
business will know you mean 
Max and Mark Renzland. They 
came on the scene in 1989, when 
they opened the first of their 
three restaurants, Chez Max in 
Richmond. Chefs and food 
writers, the likes of Jeremy 
Round, Elizabeth David and Si- 
mon Hopkinson, were almost 
immediately through their door 
and enchanted by the twins, the 
food and the place itself. 

Max tended front of house. 
Mark cooked. They loved the 
dash, steam and clatter of 
restaurants. There were fre- 
quent queues and confusion, as 
if they actively preferred chaos. 
Certainly a loyal band of cus- 
tomers did not come for smooth 
service. Both twins were giddi- 
ly passionate about French 
bistro food, a dozen quivering 
oysters, the perfect roast chick- 
en, juicy terrines with gherkins, 
rabbit id mustard sauce with 
lentils, the densest and richest 


B6jart’s Ballet of the 20th Cen- 
tury. He stayed for five years 
with the company, establishing 
himself with a powerful ren- 
dering of Tybalt in Bdjait’s 
Borneo and Juliet. B£jazt creat- 
ed a number of roles for him in 
his ballets Baudelaire, Le Cygpe, 
Les Quatre Fils de Aymon and 
Lettem Amoroso. 

Lowski toured extensively 
with art’s ballet; then, in 
1971, he joined Roland Petit's 
Ballet de Marseilles. He stayed 
two seasons with them, creating 
roles in Mayakovsky and Pink 
Floyd. Alter appearing with the 
Cologne Opera Ballet in 1972 
he joined the Boston Ballet io 
the United States, with whom 
he danced the title role in Bal- 
anchine’s Prodigal Son. Taking 
leave of absence in 1976 he 
danced with the Ballet In- 
ternationale under Ben Steven- 
son's direction, in South Africa. 
Returning to Boston he took a 
leading role in Agnes de Milie’s 
Fall River Legend. He per- 
formed a Hamlet choreo- 
graphed by Lorenzo Moraeal 
ana appeared in the same 
choreographer's Carmina 
Burma. 

It was during this time that 
he damaged his hip, which 
gradually became arthritic and 
put an end to his dancing days. 
Undaunted, he turned to teach- 
ing and once again in Europe 
he fre elan ced, assisting Rosel- 
la Hightower in Cannes, and in 
Italy, in 1982 he returned to the 
United States teaching at the 
School of American Ballet. His 
teaching was recognised as of a 


high order and he was in con- 
stant demand. In Europe he be- 
came ballet master of the Ballet 
of Flanders in Antwerp under 
the direction of Wien Panov, 
with whom he helped to bring 
a discipline to the company. 

During this period he 
coached a french boy, Yannick 
Bocquin, and a Belgian, Koen 
Onzta, for the Pans Interna- 
tional Competition; both 
dancing Panov’s brilliant chore- 
ographies were awarded re- 
spectively gold and silver 
medals. 

In 1968 he came to England, 
when I saw him give a class at 
the Royal Ballet School. I was 
impressed by his musicalily and 
sense of style, but some years 
later I watched him teaching the 
English National Ballet and 
found he had changed his 
method considerably. When I 
questioned him, be replied: 
"One must adapt to the 
director’s requirements.'’ 

He spent the last years of his 
life with the English National 
Company serving under three 
successive artistic directors, Pe- 
ter Schaufuss, Yvan Nagy and 
Derek Deane. When he became 
ill from an Aids-related Alness, 
he tried to escape from himself, 
teaching for a while in Italy, 
thence returning to London 
and eventually to Warsaw. 

John Gregory 

Woieiech Wiesidlowstd (Woytec 
Lowski), dancer and ballet mas- 
ter: bom Brzesc. Poland 11 
October 1939; died Warsaw 24 
November 1995. 



Lowski, dancing the Prince tai Nutcracker wtth the Boston Battet 


Albert Ouzoulias 


cussed how they were going to 
carry out their instructions to 
go into action and kill German 
soldiers. 

Ouzoulias was 26 and FnSdo 
only 22. Ouzoulias had fought 
with the French army in 1940 
and had been captured, but 
he twice escaped from his 
prisoner-of-war camp, and the 
second escape caught the at- 
tention of the Party. Fr6do had 
fought in Spain, and was re- 
puted to have strangled one of 
the French guards who arrest- 
ed him as a Communist in 
1939. It was certain that under 
the leadership of these two ex- 
perienced fighters there would 
be direct attacks on the Ger- 
mans (but it still remains un- 


certain who gave the order; it 
seems likely that the decision 
was taken by Moscow, the Ger- 
man attack on the Soviet Union 
having started in June 1941). 

Ouzoulias later told how dif- 
ficult it was to persuade Party 
members that they should learn 
to use revolvers when, for most 
of them, the Resistance had 
hitherto consisted of distribut- 
ing tracts or attending secret 
meetings. But a number of 
German soldiers were killed, 
and, although this form of re- 
sistance was soon stopped as the 
Germans organised reprisals 
(the most infam ous being the 
execution of 27 Co mmunis ts at 
Chateaubriant, in Brittany), it 
was successful in so far as die 


Mark Renzland 


pot au chocolat , perfectly ripe 
litde cheeses. There was no lit- 
de hilarity involved in serving it. 
Customers realised only grad- 
ually that the French accents of 
the Renzland brothers were 
phony, that they were half- 
German. half-English, that they 
were, in fact, from Colchester. 

The fittings, however, were 
authentic. The tulip-shaped 
lamps, the art nouveau bent- 
wood frontage, even the ash- 
trays were lovingly collected by 
the brothers, piece by piece, in 
France. Produce was shipped in 
from Lyons and Rungis market. 
Even the red wine sauce was 
made with the best burgundies. 
Their enthusiasm exceeded 
their means, and it was not long 
before the first Chez Max 
closed abruptly, when HM 
Customs and Excise seized 
the fixtures and fittings for 
non-payment of VAI 

During the early Nineties, 
their smiles dropped. Spurned 
by angry suppliers and rebuffed 


by various investors, they spent 
more than a year in the cold. 
Then, by 1992, they re-emerged 
with a quixotic restaurant share 
in Hampton Wick. By day it was 
a greasy spoon called Bonzo’s. 
By night it was “Le Petit Max”: 
an unlicensed bistro serving 
better French food than one 
finds in France. Again, Mark 
cooked and Max managed. 

In 1994, they opened a third 
restaurant, again called Chez 
Max, on Ifield Road in west 
London. Again, it was charm- 
ing, but the strain began to 
show. In place of their mis- 
chievous charm some cus- 
tomers began simply to sense 
mischief. There were long de- 
lays, cheeky excuses. However, 
the food, again, was perfect 
One former colleague says, 
“They had their shortcomings 
down to an art form at Le Pe- 
tit Max: They became attrac- 
tions instead of faults. What 
happened, when they took their 
second one, not only did Chez 


government of Vichy was made 
to seem more dosely allied to 
the Germans. 

It also led to the creation of 
a Communist fighting group in 
February 1942, the Francs - 
Tireurs et Partisans, under the 
direction of Charles lUkra. Ou- 
zoulias became its military di- 
rector, and was responsible for 
operations. He worked with 
Colonel RoHanguy, the head 
of the Resistance movement in 
the Ue-de-France, and they 
planned for a rising in Paris. 
Their forces were vital to the lib- 
eration of Paris in August 1944, 
together with General Lederc’s 
aimed brigade and the diplo- 
matic interventions of the 
Swedish ambassador. 


Max not come off, but Le 
Petit Max suffered as welL” 
Certainly Mark Renzland 
lost his way towards the end. His 
ebullience faded. Unlike his 
brother, he could not control his 
weight He became prey to 
melancholy. What had begun as 
a passion became a job, one of 
the most difficult there is in- 
volving long hours, heat, stress 
and loneliness. When he died 
late last Wednesday, it was just 
as family, friends and colleagues 
were begpng him to take a long 
rest Restaurateurs mourning 
his death might consider doing 
two things: restructuring their 
rotas so dhefs have more livable 
hours, then toasting Mark 
Renzland with something ex- 
ceptional A 1961 Hermitage La 
ChapeDe would be appropriate. 

Entity Green 

Mark Renzland, restaurateur: 
bom Colchester, Essex 14 No- 
vember 1956 : died London 29 
November 1995. 


Ouzoulias was responsible 
for integrating Resistance 
forces into the regular armies 
as the war continued. After 
the war he was elected to the 
Municipal Council in Paris but, 
with his former leader Charles 
TAIon, a minister in de Gaulle’s 
government, be was entrusted 
with various missions, in par- 
ticular with regard to the 
French army in Indo- China. 
As a war hero and Communist 
he had easy relations with the 
forces of Ho Chi Mmh, which 
he continued after the French 
had withdrawn. 

In 1970 Ouzoulias became 
mayor of Paiisse in Corrtze and 
lived there in semi-retirement. 
He had started life as a post of- 
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Graham Rose 


Photograph: Ergpsh National Battet 


fice worker, joining the Com- 
munist Party in 1933. He was a 
popular figure, known as “Ou- 
zou”, although after the war 
people still called him “Colonel 
Andr6\ which was his Resis- 
tance name and rank. He was 
a discreet nan, and his critics 
have said that his loyalty was 
first to Ihe Party, only then to 
his country. But he received all 
the honours of the Repubfictnd 
was regarded as one of the last 
heroes of the Resistance. 

DongUs Johnson 

Albert Georges Ouzoulias, 
wartime resists: bom Contrevaz, 
Ain 20 January 1915; married 
Cidle Romagon ; died 27 
November 1995. 


Graham Rose, for 17 years gar- 
dening correspondent offoe 

Sunday Times, had a glorious 
political incorrectness that 

made his company a delight 
Wherever the laughter was 
most uproarious at a gathering 
of gardening writers, you could 
be sure that Rose would be at 
the centre of the nose. 

He was a striking figure, tall, 
dark, slightly Bohemian in his 
dress, forthright in his lan- 
gnage.1 read him long before 
I met him. His column tookyou 
more often than anyone else’s 
into uncharted gardening ter- 
ritory.Hewasnotooetotoe the 
line, to trot out the expected 
coverage, the received opinion. 
That was one of his great 
strengths. He ploughed his own 
furrow and did not much care 
whether other people approved 
or not 

After ratting a degree at 
King’s College, Durham, he 
became an entomologist, work- 
ing first with Id in India and 
then for Universal Crop Pro- 
tection. He made himself an ex- 
pert in methods of spraying and 
for more than 10 years was a 
consultant to Micron, who 
pioneered spinning disc 
sprayers which regulated the 
size of droplet needed for any 

the lateflixties, he joined 
the Sunday Times , working for 
lOyeais as the paper’s agricul- 
tural correspondent Later, he 
moved on from silage making 
to meadow gardening with 
scarcely a hiccup. In more im- 
pecunious times be had used his 
powerful voice to good effect as 
an uncredited voice-over in 
horror films. It was this perhaps 

that earned him the nickname 
“Boomer”. 

He was a prolific author, 
producing books on a wide 
range of horticultural subjects. 
Landscape with Weeds , pub- 
lished in 1980, gave a high- 
spirited account of his attempt 
to establish a new garden round 
his country home in Oxfordshire 
(he also had a roof garden in 
London). The Sunday Times 
Book of Woodland and Wild- 
flower Gardening grew out of the 
paper's acclaimed Chelsea 


Flower Show garden in 1988. 
His most recent success was The 
Good Gardens Guide , which 
he edited with Peter King. Con- 
troversy surrounded die guide's 
first appearance in 1990. be- 
cause foe editors ranked gar- 
dens on a star. system, rather as 
if the book were a restaurant 
snide. Roserelished the ensu- 
ing altercations and was, as al- 
ways, forthright in defence of his 
decisions. 

His introduction to the 1996 
guide shows how his delight in 
human subterfuge never di- 
minished. Owners, he writes, 

will go to conskterable lengths so 
tain star rating tba year one threat- 
ened to favour a competitive 

pubticadon if a star was not forth- 
coming. Since wc do not believe wc 
have soy competition, this did not 
work. 

Many people in the garden- 
ing .world have reason to be 
grateful to Graham Rose, for he 
was generous in helping those 
at the beginning ctf their careers. 
It was often he who dropped the 
necessaiy word in the right, 
quarter. Geoff Hamilton first' 
met him 21 years ago) and re- 
members bow Rose recom- 
mended him for his first big job 
in journalism, which was gar- 
dening correspondent on the 
Mail on Sunday. 

He also remembers taking a 
load of plants from Hflliers out 
to Rose’s house near Carcas- 
sonne in France. There was 
some muddle about the correct 
papers for the consignment 
and a customs inspector called 
at the house. Hamilton watched 
in awe as Rose, who spoke 
liquid, emphatic French, 
“charmed the man out of his 
socks”. The problem over the 
papers dissipated m a haze of 
cognac. 

Anna Ptvord 

Graham John Rose, gardener and 
gardening writer bom Newcas- 
tle upon Tyne 28 January 1928; 

agricultural correspondent, Sun- 
day Times \I968-78, gardening 
correspondent 7978-95; married 
1953 Catherine Degptis (marriage 
dissolved h f967 Dorothy Gold- 
bach (nie Dodd); died London 
3 December 1995. 
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Matityahu Shmuelevitz 



The twins': Mark (right) and Max Renzland Photograph: Jon Jones 


Matityahu Shmuelevitz won 
feme or notoriety not as a lead- 
ing aide of foe former Israeli 
Pmne Minister Menachem Be- 
gin but as a daring leading 
member- of Lehi Freedom 
Fighters. The Stem Gang, as 
their opponents call ed them, 
were more extreme even than 
Begm’s Iigun in foe under- 
ground fight against foe British 
Mandatory government of 
Palestine, and Shmuelevitz be- 
came a notorious figure in foe 
eyes not only of foe British but 
of foe official leaders of foe 
Yishuv, foe Jewish community, 
such as David Ben-Gurion. 

Inspired by foe charismatic 
Abraham Stem, shot dead by 
foe British in 1942, Lehi were 
ruthless in their activities and 
did not shrink from assassina- 
tions, as they showed when in 
1944 they gunned down foe first 
Lord Moyne in Cairo, a deed 
which horrified foe Zionist 
leader Chaim Weizmann and 
foe Zionist 'Winston ChorchiD. 

Though not prepared to ac- 
cept Lelifs tactics. Begin was 
keen to co-operate with foe 
group, whom he described as 
partners, in attacks on foe 
British targets. He also offered 
to save foe life of Shmuelevitz, 
who had first been imprisoned 
by foe British in 1940, escaped 
in 1943, but was wounded and 
recaptured a year later. When 


Shmuelevitz was sentenced to 
death for firing at a British of- 
ficer and carrying arms. Begin £ j 
proposed a joint plan to attack 
the Jerusalem Central Prison to 
free him. Tlje plan was about 
due to be earned out when the 
death sentence was commuted. 

Shmueleviiz and his group 
participated with Begin ’s Ir- 
gun in the most daring of all 
their joint operations - foe 
storming of Acre jafl in May 
1947. Many of foe attackers ; _ 
were wounded or Jailed after the 
withdrawal. Begin prints in his 
book The Revolt (1949) Shmuel- 
evitz’s description of foe disas- 
ter that befell foe group and also 
foe accusation .that British 
troops shot wounded men. 

Like another leader of Lehi, 

Yitzhak Shamir, who went on 
to become Prime Minister, 

Shmuelevitz became a respect- 
ed member of Israeli society. 

After joining the Likud party, 
he became a devoted ana close F\ a 

aide to Begin, its leader, in the \ 

final years of his life. 11 f \ "1 

Shmuelevitz’s last activity \J 1 I 
was far removed from war. He * Vi J. 

was playing chess when be col- 
lapsed. i : 

Joseph Finklestone 

Matityahu Shmuelevitz, activist 
and politician : bom Poland 1920: * a ts vjtsi- 

married (two daughters); died Tel 
Aviv 2 December 1995. 
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ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TbcQatca, Patron, epem the dcw 
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Changing of the Guard 



A M wgacaatntafbr Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoption*, Marriages, Deaths, Mom* 
rial services. Wedding wurirersaries, In 
Mcmorina) should be sent In writing 
totraGwrttr.Edlmr,TheIiidtpqidtiit. 
I Canada Sqwre,Cwrary Wharf, Lon- 
don E14 5DL telephoned to 8171-293 
26U or bad to 0171-293 2010, and ere 
C harge d at £640 a line (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette moonneeaKnt* mast 
be sriwrioed hi writing and are charged 
at £10 a line, VAT extra. Please fadndo 
• daytime telephone umber 


Birthdays 

Mrs Janet Anderson MP, 46; Lord 
Ashlar of Stoke, former MP. 73; The 
Right Rev Patrick Barry, Abbot of 
Ampleforth, 78; Lt-Col Sir Charles 
Brown Bt, former Deputy Lieu- 
tenant, North Riding of Yorkshire, 
93; Mr Dave Brubeck, jarz musician, 
75; Vice-Admiral Sir John CadelL dis- 
trict general manager, Canterbury 
and Thanet Health Authority. 66; 
Lord Clin lo a- Davis, former MP. 67; 
Air Marshal Sir John Curtiss, 71; Mbs 

Wendy EHis, ballerina, 44; Lord Em- 
slie, former Lord Justice-General of 
Scotland, 76; Earl Granville, former 
Lord-lieutenant, Islands Area of 
the Western fries, 77; Miss Jill 
Hammersley-Parfcer. table-tennis 
player, 44; Mr Geoffrey Hoon MP, 
42; Mss Tessa Kennedy, interior deo- 
orator, 57; Mr Jonathan Eng, broad- 
caster and producer, 51; Mrs Helen 
Liddell MP. 45; Sir Richard Lloyd, 

chai rman, Vicfceis pic, 67; Sir Nich- 
olas Lyell QC MP, Attorney Gener- 
al, S7; The Right Rev Professor Eric 
Mercer, former Bishop of Exeter. 78; 
Sir Martin Moore- Bick. High Court 
judge, 49; Mr Anthony Moray, 
deputy- High Gomimssioner to India, 
59; Mr Eric Newby, writer, 76; Sir 

George Pinker, gynaecological sur- 
geon, 71; Professor Lord Porter of 
i jiriti Tn h ani| chairman of the Cen- 
tre for Phoiomolccular Sciences, 75; 
Mr Keke Rosbcrg. motor-raring 
champion, 47; Mr Richard Shepherd 
MP, 53; Professor Sir BiyanThwnh- 
es, former Principal, Westfield Col- 
lege, London University, 72; Mr 
Charles Vance, actor, director and 
producer, 66; The Right Rev Peter 
Wtiker, former Bishop of Ely, 76; Mr 
Peter Wffley, cricketer, 46. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Henry VI, King, 1421; Bal- 
dassane Castiglkme, courtier, 1478; 


George Monck. first Duke of Albe- 
marle, admiral and general, 1608 ; 
Vbneu Hastings, first Governor- 
General of India, 1732; Louis- Joseph 
Gay-Lussac, chemist and physicist, 
1778; The Rev Richard Harris 
Barham (“Thomas IngoWsby”), hu- 
morist and author, 1788; diaries 
Martin Hall, chemist, 1863; Sir Ran- 
ds Osben Sacheverell Sitwell Bt, 
writer, 1892; Sylvia Tbwnsend Whin- 
er. novelist 1893; Ira Gershwin (Is- 
rael Geisbvin), lyricist, 18%. Deaths: 
Afonso I Henriques of Portugal, af- 
ter anrign of 73 years, 220 days, 1185; 
Dr John Lightfoot, clergyman and 
scholar, 1675; Jean- Bap tiste Simeon 
Chardin, painter, 1779; Dr Joseph 
Black, chemist, 1799; Anthony Trol- 
lope, novelist and Post Office official, 
1882; Jefferson Davis, President of 
the Confederate Slates of America, 
I88£ Ernst Werner von Siemens, in- 
ventor, 1892; Stella Benson, novel- 
ist. 1933; Roy Orbisan (Kelion), 
popular singer and composer, 1988; 
Ibnku Abdul Rahman, first prime 
minister of Malaya, 1990; Don 
Amecfae (Dominic Fefa Amici), ac- 
tor, 1993. On Oils dajc Christopher 
Columbus discovered Hispaniola 
(now Haiti and Dominican Repub- 
lic), 1492; Sr Cohn Campbell's men 
defeated die Sepoy mutineers at 
the Battle of Cawnpore, 1857; the 
Irish Free Stale was established, 
1922; the Libyan frontier agreement 
was signed between Egypt and Italy, 
1925; India recognised Bangladesh 
as au independent republic, 1971; war 
broke out between India and Pak- 
istan, 1971; Gerald Ford was sworn 
in as US Vice-President, 1973; 
Britain’s first heart and lung trans- 
plant was made, 1983; Egpn Krenz 
was ousted as tread of state of East 
Germany, 1989. Tbday is the Feast 

Day of St Abraham of Kiafia, St Asd- 
la. Saints Dfonysia. Majaricus and 
their Companions. St Gertrude the 
Elder and Sr Nicholas of Bari 


Lect ures 

National Gallery: Christopher 
Brown, “In That for the Nation (lii): 
Dutch and Flemish Paintings in the 
Exhibition'’, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Imo- 
gen Stewart, “Christianity: Coptic 
textiles'', 230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Sarah Greenberg, “De- 
cline and Fhlh poeny and painting in 
Turner’s images of Carthage”, lpm. 
British Museum: Jacques Paul, “The 
Greek Herne a cultural symbol”, 
1.15pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hall. London EG: Professor Susan 
Greenfie ld , “Exploring the Brain: 
little grey cells”, lpm. 

Luncheons 
HM Goveument 

Mr Mkhael Jfoisyth MP, Secretary of 
Slate for Scotland, and Mrs Fbr^th 
hosted a luncheon yesterday in Dover 
House, Whitehall, London SW1, on 
the occasion of the visit to London 
of the Right Rev James Harimess, 
Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland. 

Dinners 

Royal Scots Dntgoon Coarris 
King Gonstaxulne of Greece was pre- 
sent attire Annual Regimental Din- 
ner of the Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards held yesterdsy evening at the 
Cavalry and Guards dob, London 
WL Major-General Qiaites Ramsay, 
Colonel of the Regiment, presided 

CoBinggby Qob 

The Cliainxian and Oflfcers of the 
Committee of the Coningsby Club 
yesterday evening hosted their 

Christmas Dinner at the Carlion 
Club, London SWl.Mr Alan Clark" 
was guest of honour and speaker, Mr . 
Pfeier Brooke MP presided. 


Child can be murdered by injury to mother 


Attorney General's Reference No 
3 of 19W; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Thylor of Gosforth, Lord 
Chief Justice, Mr Justice Kay and 
and Mrs Justice Steel); 

24 November 1995 

Murder or manslaughter can be 
committed where unlawful in- 
jury is deliberately inflicted 
either to a child in utero or to 
a mother carrying a child in 
utero where the child is subse- 
quently bom alive but dies 
thereafter and the injuries In- 
flicted while in utero caused or 
substantially contributed to 
the death. The fact that the 
death of foe child was caused 
solely in consequence of injury 
to foe mother rather than as a 

consequence of injury to foe 
foetus did not negative any U- 
afrilxty for murder and man- 
slaughter provided the jury 
were satisfied that causation 
was proved. 

The Ctourt of Appeal (Crim- 
inal Division) gave judgment 
on foe Attorney General's 
reference. 

a The. respondent stabbed his 
girlfriend who was pregnant 
with his child in foe abdomen. 
The girlfrien d recovered but 
about two weeks later she went 
into labour and gave birth to a 

S remature child who survived 
>r 120 days. The respondent 
was charged with murder of the 
child. The trial judge directed- 


LAW REPORT 

— — ♦ — ; 

6 December 1995 


his aoouittal on foe basis that 
even if a causal link between 
foe wounding and the death 
were proved, the facts could not 
give rise to a conviction for 
either murder or manslaughter. 

Robert S. Smith QC and David 
Cahert-Smith (CPS) for the Attorney 
General,- Simon ffawkesttorth QC 
and Andrew Lees (Registrar of 
Criminal Appeals) for die respondent 

Lord Taylor CJ, giving foe 
court’s opinion, said that foe 
prosecution bad to prove sev- 
en elements. In a case such as 
the present foe elements that 
the defendant did au act and 
that foe act was deliberate and 
not accidental were simply a 
matter of evidence. 

The third element was that 
the act was unlawful In law the 
foetus was treated as a part of 

foe mother until it bad a sep- 
arate existence of its own. Tb 
cause injury to foe foetus was 
just as unlawful as any assault 
on any part of foe mother. A 
doctor who earned out an 

abortion in accordance with the 

Abortion Act 1967 was not act- 
ing unlawfully and hence, were 
he to be charged with murder, 
foe charge would fail. 

The fourth element was that' 
foe act was a substantial cause 


of death. On medical evidence 
a jury rmghtproperty be so sat- 
isfied. The fifth element was 
that foe death must be of a per- 
son in being. In its sim pl est 
form that meant that to cause 
foe death of a foetus in the 
womb could not be murder. 
However there was no re- 
quirement that the person who 
died needed to be a person in 
being, at the time that foe act 
causing death was perpetrated 
The sixth element that foe. 
death must result within a year 
and a day provided an arbitrary 
time- limit 

The seventh element, the 
mental element of the crime of 
murder, was that at foe tune of 
doing the act the defendant in- 
tended either, to kzli or to cause 
really serious bodily injury to 
foe victim, or, subject to foe ex- 
tent of the doctrine of trans- 
ferred malice, to some other 
person. 

The court rejected the con- 
cept of an intention directed to- 
wards .a child capable of 
becoming a person in being. 
That was not to say that if an 
intention was directed towards 
the foetus a charge of murder 
must fefl. An intention to cause 
serious bodily injury to the 
foetus was an intention to 


cause serious bodily injury to ’ 
a part of foe mother. 

Consideration of whether a 
charge of murder could arise 
where foe focus of foe defen- 
dants intention was exclusive- 
ly the .foetus fell to be 
considered under foe head of 
transferred malice as was foe 
case where the intention was fo- 
cused exclusively or partially on 
the mother. , 

Malice could not be trans- 
ferred until such time as the act 
affected foe victim. There was 
no reason to hold that malice 
could only be transferred 
where foe person to whom it 
was txansfenred was in existence 
at foe time of foe act causing 
foe death. 

If foe mode of death was ut- 
terly remote, that could be re- 
garded as severing foe chain of 
causation but jt. should not 
matter whether the child died 
afterbirth as a result of a stab 
wound suffered tty. foe foetus 
before birth or as a result of 
premature birth induced by 
the stabbing.. The same ap- 
proach was required in relation 
to a charge of manslaughter. 

The court would have ruled 
that there was a case to go to 
the juiy, but.it was far from 
clear that a jury was likely to 
be satisfied on foe issue of 
causation. 

Ylng Hni fan, Barrister 
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How many gold medals will £100m buy? Paul Vallely and Jim White look at the plan for a national academy of sport 

A place where the nation can make 
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S port has always been a 
barometer of national self- 
7 image. This week it is. Mite 

Atherton being offered as a 
: • * ' metaphor for the grit, deter- 

miration and stubbornness we 
would all like to see in ourselves 
*• :- . " in these troubled times. “He 

makes you proud to be Eng- 
lish,” Tfcrry Venables was 
j. quoted as saying in die Sun. " 

' . The notion has considerable 

pedigree. There are those who 
Feel that Harold TMlson on ly 
j -. lost the 1970 general election 
because England’s footballers 
had just been ' knocked out of 
the World Cup. 

John Mayor wants to make 
sure the same thing doesn’t 
- happen to him. Yesterday the 

■ ' Sports Council announced the 

next stage in reabsrag the Prime 
Minister's dream of creating a 
new generation of Athertons by 
establishing a £100m - natio na l 
1 * J academy of sport Some 10,000r 

til U 7>n HUT consullation doctnnents are to 
be sent out to sporting bodies, 

’ ~ coaches, sports scientists, dieti- 
cians, and, oh yes, to the ath- 
letes themselves, seeking their 
views on a project which is to : 
*■ . be funded, of -course, by the 
-■~ r ' National -Lottery.- • ' • . ’■ 

1 ‘ ' British sportsmen and r 

women' havfe ^&^geHVied’ ; the , ; ■ 
: opportunities enjoyedby their-. 

... rivals throughout die world. 

The United States has sporting - 
facilities oh its college cam-. 
v . . puses which are legendary, and 

_ ' which have for decades dtawh ': 

many of the pick of British per- 
fonners. Bitf in recent times 
other nations have consciously 
established - programmes, 
funded at great expense from 
the public purse, to nurture 
practitioners tdm . will excel on 
the world stage. 

Germany, following the 
post-war example of the coun- 
tries of Eastern Europe, set up ■ 


a tennis academy is the Sev- 
enties from which Steffi Graf, 
Michael Stich and . Boris 
Bedcer graduated. Sweden did 
something similar, with ten me 
and with football, in which it 
has rapidly left behind its joke- 
book status. 

But the most dramatic 
example of' sporting improve- 
ments nurtured by astate-spon- 
sored academy is the Australian 
Institute of Sport, in Canberra. 
Set up after a series of disas- 
trous performances in the 1976 
Olympus, it has produced a 
turnaround that can be char- 
acterised, even without the 
usual sporting hyperbole, as 


/dramatic. Australia won twice 
as many golds as England, Scot- 
land, wiles and Northern Ire- 
land put together at last year’s 
Commonwealth Games, with 
just a third of the population. 
Nine out of 20 medallists were 
products of the Institute - as 
are many ttro cricket and rugby 
players. Shane Warne, the 
unstoppable leg spinner, 
entered the Australian Test 
team virtually straight out of 
the academy. 

In a world where the differ- 
ence between a gold and silver 
medal can be measured in 
minuscule fractions, the fine- 
tuning available in such an 


establishment can mean the 
difference between success and 
failure. Teams of nutritionists, 
physiologists, psychologists, 
psychotherapists and bio- 
mechanics experts offer gait 
analysis and muscle power- 
ratio studies. They will instruct 
a hurdler on which muscle in 
the lower calf to develop to 
ensure crucial performance 
improvements, or make minute 
adjustments to the detailed 
timing of exercise routines to 
optimise training benefits. 

British athletes who can 
afford to go there during (he 
winter season - they include the 
400-metre runner Roger Black, 


the rower Steve Redgrave, the 
1 10-metres hurdler Colin Jack- 
son and the sprinter Linford 
Christie - speak of “a little 
paradise for serious athletes'. 

Sport has always been a 
serious business, and never 
more so than today. For sport 
is one of the main ways in 
which a nation can redefine its 
image in the worid. 

When New Zealand won the 
America’s Cup earlier this year, 
the entire country donned red 
socks in homage to Peter Blake, 
the boat's captain, who had 
sported the same. More signif- 
icant!)', New Zealand business- 
men louring the Far East in 


search of inward investment 
proudly display pictures of the 
winning team on their 
brochures. 

Ocean-coins racing might 
be one of the lexd spectaior- 
friendh activities invented, but 
clearly it is an important mar- 
keting tool when it comes to 
finding a symbol of the enter- 
prise. determination and char- 
acter (hat enabled this liny 
nation to trounce the world's 
only sailing superpower. 

No longer. Mr Major 
believes, can Britain afford to 
treat sport as something only to 
be played on Wednesday after- 
noons' The old stereotype of 


the gentleman-amateur, with its 
tradition of O.vhriJge Blue^ 
and insouciant grace, rr.u-it 
finally be laid to" re-t. It the 
birth of the professional sports- 
man in Britain came compara- 
tively late, all the more reuv m 
to run hard nu» for the finish- 
ing line. 

The problem that the Prime- 
Minister is attempting to 
address, however, will not re- 
solved simply by focusing on an 
elite. The move in supply the 
academy with recruits from the 
nation’s playing fields brings 
ministers up lo the emhurra»- 
ing realisation that previous 
Conservative initiatives have 


View from the top: what the experts think of a new centre of sporting excellence 



C^Mw^h- f 

Presenter, Sport on 4, 
former Welsb Rugby 
Union international ; 
Anything that gfyes people ‘ 
toe opportunity, to improve . 
themselves is admirable. In 
Australia, toeyVe got an • 
academy and they produce 
wonderful athletes, and one 
hopes the same thing could 
happen hi this country. But 
an academy won’t teach flair 
and imagination and genius. 


Mickey Stewart 

Former England 
cricket manager 
1 am ail for a national 
academy because you need 
all toe necessaries of sport 
science and sport medicine. 
On the plus side, having 
different sports together, one 
rubs off on another. On the 
other hand, each sport has 
its own character and 
atmosphere which develops 
Its own individual 
environment 



David Lloyd 

Former British Davis 
Cup captain 

It is absolutely necessary as 
tong as it's done 
professionally and looked at 
very carefully, it is something 
that should have been done 
many years ago, but it must 
be done right, otherwise it’s 
a waste of time, ft should be 
like Australia. Especially with 
ail that lottery money. 

They've more money than 
sense. 



Tony Hallett 

Secretary of the Rugby 
Football Union 
ft’s an excellent initiative 
which in rugby we’re trying to 
do simultaneously under the 
main umbrella of the 
academy. I hope it will bring 
us closer to toe competitive 
edge of other countries in 
the southern hemisphere 
and America too, which 
we've rather lacked in toe 
past. 
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performance {as it tends to do when eight runs are saved m an aiternoonj ana 
talcing in some' of the odd righ ts of South African cricket. The performance of 
toe Soweto brass band in the stands, for instance, or the way Sky cameramen 
seem to be contractually obliged to scan the crowd for women in bikini tops; 
also the astonishing 3-D perspective of theCastle Lagpr advert painted on to 
toe grass, a commercial optical illusion which makes you think the bowlers are 
going to trip ewer it every time they start their nm-up. 

Not that it was toe r 
around to 


Now we are at last exposed tothe 
country’s sportsmen, it is alarming to 
discover the preponderance of the - 
Mullet haircut among its cricketers. - — 
This long-at- the -back-short-at-tbe>- 
sides abomination popular in 1983 was 
thus nam ed by Q magazine last month 
(though why the Mullet, no one, even 
at 0. can explain; sounds tett^tban. 

toe bloater, presumably). The MuBet . 

has long since been abandoned even. . -. 

by recalcitrant stylists like Ian . 

Botham. But, a bit like marsupials 
evolving away from the influences or 
the rest of the worid, it is stiD the rage 
in so recently isolated Johannesburg. . 
Perhaps that was what was meant tty 
separate development . 


... and a Mggar two from the man 




The King of Mnlfct, 

Bolton, narrmrfyesc^a^ 

crisis When he appeared on Top of the 


After apartheid, the Muftet ... 


Pops recent^ Reaownad in pop as 
uniquely capable' oT wearing three 
hairstyles simultaneously; Bolton 
was obliged just before bis 
performance to walkfrom his 
drtttfng room to the studio via an 
open-air walkway As he readied 
himself to follow Mark (smit, the. 
presenter across this divide, it 
became dear that a thin film of rain 
was faffing. 

Before the singer conld^et foot 
outside, the air was rent by a huge 
cry of “MichaeK NoPV One of his 
entourage, following behind, had 
■realised the potentially cataclysmic 
consequences of mist meeting MnBef 
and roared his demand that Bolton 
wait in safety unffi an umbrella 
could be found. Michael Bohon: the 
only- man in pop to travel with his 
own hftrr traflk: conirslfec . . 


ft came as no surprise to a 
consumer called Bill Rich that in 
Sooth Wales electricity has become 
big business. The week that worker- 
shareholders in SWALEC are 
trousering up to £21,000 in realised 
options as the company is absorbed by 
Welsh Water, the inappropriately 
named Mr Rich is entering his third 
year of dispute over his electricity bill. 
The problem is that Mr Rich and his 
family, in their escapist farmhouse in 
the middle of Powys, are reckoned by 
SWALEC to be running up toe kind 
of charges more generally associated 
with market gardeners growing 
industrial quantities of cannabis 
under arc lamps. 

“The average bill in 'Abies is £273 
per year, yet ours is up to £2.000," 
says Mr Rich, who has seen demands 
for more than £900 a quarter pop 
through his letter box. “And 
SWALEC" - which he pronounces to 
rhyme with bollock - “seem clueless 
as to why it happens." 

Mr Rich has been assiduous in his 
efforts to find out why a household 
that does not even possess a tumble- 
drier has been racheting up such 
extraordinary electricity use. Over 
the past couple of years bis home has 
become a magnet for researchers: 
the electricity expert who reckoned it 
was a short circuit in the fridge (Mr 
Rich changed the fridge and toe bills 
still came); the clammy-handed 
spiritualist who said it was the ghost 
of someone Bill had murdered in a 
past fife popping round for a 
recharge (he had an exorcism and 
the bills still came); the conspiracy 
theorist who was convinced the 
meter was being affected by secret 
MoD experiments conducted locally 
into electronic warfare (call in the X- 
Fttes). The latest expert to befriend 
them is a retired electrical engineer 
called, X kid you not, DC Smith. 

Late one afternoon last week Mr 
Rich had the regulators from Offer, 
the electricity watchdog, round. “They 
needed to switch off (he supply in 
order to replace the meier." he 
recalled. “Naturally, it went dark, so 
they had to fetch a torch from their 
car. The batteries were flat" The 
wheel of the newly fitted meter, 
however, has been spinning as fast as 


ever toe old one did, for which no 
explanation is yet forthcoming. 

“We’ve agreed to pay SWALEC £1 
a day until it’s sorted out," Mr Rich 
said. “In toe end I fear toeyU make us 
pay toe arrears. The only way I’ll be 
able to afford that is to become a 
SWALEC shareholder." 

Those unable at present to find a 
suitable role for themselves, or who 
fed that their true worth is neglected 
by tbeir employers, could do worse 
than pop over to Chicago. In toe 
airport there, a local company is 
advertising that it can supply yon 
with a “Video resume”: a TV-CV; as h 
were. The copy gushes that a film 
crew “goes to your place of work and 
films you there. This gives toe 
employer a sense of your work ethic" 
Even better: "if you are not currently 
employed. Career Videos will 
5intolate a working e nv ironment in 
your area of expertise.” 

SberriD Watson, the company's 
sales person, was momentarily 
nonplussed when I rang with my 
request to simulate the wotting 
environment of a roving ambassador 
of goodwill, a secret night visitor to 
the sick and dying, and a Queen of 
Hearts. Not to be defeated by a minor 
problem, however, Ms Watson asked 
if the offices of a local public 
relations company would suffice as a 
back-drop. Sounds perfect 

If Gillian Shephard, the Education 
Secretary, boned her proposal to 
encourage schoolchildren to talk 
proper lie what she does would be a 
vole winner, she should have 
consulted some of her constituents 
first. A colleague was in a pub in ber 
South Norfolk constituency over the 
weekend, where she was harangued 
by toe landlord for not speaking in an 
East Anglian dialect. 

“I had that Gillian Shephard in 
here toe other day," he growled. “An’ 

I told ’er an’ all. You get up at that 
Tbty conference, I teller, telfin’ folks 
to talk like zomeone from the bleed in’ 
BBC. Call yourself an East Anglian? I 
zezz. Destroying our ’eritage, that's 
what yurr doin’." God knows what he 
would have said to Virginia 
Bottom! ey. 



Gary Jacobs 

Former European 
boxing champion 
It’s a brilliant idea and not 
before time. The Government 
should take an interest. The 
kids in America manage to 
take on these sports 
scholarships and get a great 
education. They still excel in 
the classroom and get much 
better on the field. 



Terry Venables 

England football coach 
It's a great idea, it’s good to 
monitor anything. If you 
monitor something, you can 
see if the kids involved are 
improving. Then you can 
concentrate on increasing 
the general standard all 
round. 
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v!>m.->:nc like in-.- Irngkind 
crickirt-.r Rohir. Smiih. who. 
when he v. js a Ivy. in Sou ill 
Africa, ui tended -'rdinnn 

stun: school which h.id no le’v.-V 
Ihun 12 enr* cricket nets wjto 
practice "even- niahiV When, u 
lew years uun. the MCC 
kumched ail initiative lo pro- 
mote the giime. they found 
only two primary schools in 
Greater London that -till 
played cricket. 

There’s the ruh. In Sweden. 
Germany and the United States 
they did not simply impnr.e 
opportunities for the elite. They 
built scores of indoor tennis 
and football facilities for the 
mass of the population. 

For there is another crucial 
dimension to the sporting expe- 
rience. Beyond that of the 
circuit-hardened professional. 
• ir of the effortless exertions of 
the gentlemen players. lic< 
something much more basic. 
Sport has primarih to be an 
activity that ordinary people 
enjoy without reference to 
national excellence. Without a 
base, a pyramid can have no 
apex. 

In the world of sport as inter- 
national marketing, of course. 
no such excuse* cun he 
accepted. And in the forum of 
national polities, such plain 
truth cannot compete with the 
call for bread and circuses. 
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Labour must do 
better with sums 


T he launch of Labour's new policy doc- 
ument on schools yesterday marks a 


fundamental shift in the left's approach 
to education- For decades, under-achieve- 
ment in Britain's schools has been too eas- 
ily explained away by the social and eco- 
nomic background of the children 
involved. Schools in the inner cities were 
never expected to deliver the same aca- 
demic success as their counterparts in the 
leafy suburbs. The disadvantages were 
regarded as too great, with many of their 
pupils coming from homes without books, 
wiLhout fathers, or without parents who 
speak English as their mother tongue. 

But the left has often done the disad- 
vantaged few favours by its attitudes. 
Low expectations of children generate low 
self-esteem and probably low qualifica- 
tions. Meanwhile real inadequacies in 
schools can be missed when little is 
expected of their pupils. The misguided 
acceptance of low standards has helped to 
sustain an education system in which 
large numbers of teenagers leave school 
without basic literacy and numeracy skills. 

Yesterday, Tony Blair and David Blun- 
kett broke with the past. They announced, 
in effect, thatpoor standards would not 
be tolerated. They want to set targets and 
monitoring mechanisms for every pupil, 
parent, teacher, headteacher, school and 
local authority. It is a good start. But can 
they deliver the improvements? 

Two main areas of Labour’s policy sug- 
gest that they could make a considerable 
difference. The first is increasing parental 
participation in their children's education. 
Drawing families into schools is essential, 
for if mum and dad don’t think qualifi- 
cations count, the children are unlikely to 
work hard in the classroom. In addition, 


Labour proposes setting minimum levels 
of homework, and parents would be 
expected to make sure their kids sal down 
to do it rather than watching television. 

The second big plank of Labour's pol- 
icy is improving the quality of teaching and 
leadership in schools. Teachers and head- 
teachers who are not up to the job should 
be sacked, as Labour suggests. 

We need this stick, but what about the 
carrots? Good teachers also need to be 
recruited, encouraged and inspired. Mr 
Bhmkett clearly recognises this. He pro- 
poses both a General Teaching Council 
and a new teaching position - an 
“Advanced Skills Tfeacber'” - for long-serv- 
ing, successful teachers who do not want 
to be promoted into administration. 

Unsurprisingly, however. Labour does 
not tackle the real problem of pay. If we 
are really to attract bright graduates into 
teaching, salary scales for successful teach- 
ers will have to rise. 

In the end, it is hard to propose con- 
vincing policies for improving schools 
where large numbers of pupils have lan- 
guage or behavioural problems without 
confronting the issue of resources. New 
and dynamic headteachers need to be able 
to appoint the best teachers on salaries that 
reward them for the difficult task they are 
taking on. More should be invested ia spe- 
cial needs, and remedial help for literacy 
and numeracy weaknesses. In a political 
environment unfriendly to tax increases, 
that means finding savings elsewhere. 

All the more reason why Labour should 
spell out its spending priorities before a 
general election. Until they do so, it is 
impossible to know how much difference 
they are really prepared to make to 
Britain’s schools. 


To beef or not 
to beef... 


Ik ministers tell us that beef products are 
IVXabsolutely safe. There is, says the 
Health Secretary, Stephen DorreD, “no 
conceivable risk” to the public; he would 
let his own children eat hamburgers. Dr 
Kenneth Caiman, the Chief Medical Offi- 
cer, would be happy to join them. 

Yfet the prospect of bumping into either 
of them in McDonald’s is not wholly reas- 
suring Despite their advice, more and 
more people are giving up eating beef 
products for fear that they might become 
infected with a human form of BSE, bet- 
ter known as mad cow disease. Some are 
abstaining quietly and privately. Others 
are more public, with some parents insist- 
ing that beef should be taken off the 
school dinner menu. A number of emi- 
nent scientists have announced that they 
have given up pies and burgers which 
might contain offaL We may be on the 
brink of a panic that could severely dam- 
age the beef industry. 

The problem is that we do not know 
whom to believe: the scaremongers, the 
worried scientists or statements from 
Whitehall. In the past, we would have 
accepted the word of a health secretary. 
But respect for politicians has sunk so low 
that their every utterance is regarded with 
cynicism. 

Governments, after all, have an unre- 
liable record when it comes to protecting 
public health. Recently, on the positive 
side, this particular administration was 
quick to go public on the dangers posed 
by certain types of contraceptive pfli. 
Thousands of women switched brands in 


a matter of weeks. But the same govern- 
ment has also refused to order a total ban 
on the advertising of cigarettes, the only 
product which, if used according to the 
makers’ specifications, is likely to kQL 
Such a ban might damage tax revenue 
from cigarettes. Likewise, anything less 
than trenchant backing for the beef indus- 
try could lead to a sudden collapse of con- 
fidence in its products. No government 
wants to be held responsible for killing off 
a major British industry. 

In short, there are plenty of reasons for 
doubting ministers when they express 
their love of hamburgers. That is why we 
need an independent assessment of the 
dangers posedto humans by BSE in cattle. 
There is already an advisory group, 

S rising respectable scientists, which 
the Government and the public on 
the threat It has been more equivocal 
than MrDorrell about the risks, wanting 
that it may be several years until complete 
reassurance can be given. But however 
earnest and conscientious this advisory 
body is, it can never command the trust 
of the public. It Is simply too dose to the 
Government 

A Royal Commission, with statutory 
powers, independent of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, should be established to 
give us a trustworthy picture of beef’s 
safety. Its brief could be widened to 
cover other foods. Such a commission 
might not be dale to provide all the 
answers. But at least everyone could 
make as informed a choice as possible 
before deciding their future eating habits. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Tim Sweeney 


Take note: banks do care 

I n Biblical times, money-lenders were The NCC’s report, which critidf 

the first to be thrown out of the tern- elements of the banks’ service to a 


A the first to be thrown out of the tem- 
ple. By the age of Shakespeare things bad 
not got that much better, and the money- 
lender was still seen as a “pound of flesh” 
merchant. Reading the tabloid press of 
today, you would not think that much bad 
changed. Banks and bankers are too 
often a public enemy. 

Populist pressure groups are quick to 
rise to the cry that banks are uncaring, 
unsympathetic and generally deserve eter- 
nal damnation for their sins. Unfortu- 
nately, they tend to forget the context. 
With 54 million personal accounts, and 
millions of transactions every day, some 
mistakes will happen -but fortunately they 
represent a tiny percentage of the total. 
Of course banks make mistakes, and of 
course there are improvements to be 
made to services. No one denies this. How- 
ever, it is wrong to think that banks make 
a lot of mistakes routinely or wilfully. 

The tone of this week's National Con- 
sumer Council report is that banks do not 
care about customer service, particularly 
when the customer is poor or has fallen 
On hard times. This is simply not true. 
Customer care is a primary concern of the 
banks and forms the baas of the fierce 
competition within the industry, even for 
the snail percentage of those who foil into 
financial difficulties. All banks’ corporate 
strategies place service and good client 
relationships at the top of their agenda. 
Competition within the industry means 
that millions are spent to improve service. 


The NCC’s report, which criticises 
dements of the banks’ service to cus- 
tomers, contains comments and ideas that 
deserve careful study. Any suggestions 


very seriously. It is in their competitive 
interest to do so. However, the figures 
simply do not justify the broad-brush crit- 
icism levelled. The NCC report was 
based on discussion groups consisting of 
no more than 70 people, some of whom 
did not even have a bank account. This 
is a very small sample compared with the 
individual banks’ regular surveys of more 
than 400,000 customers. 

Figures produced by the independent 
Banking Ombudsman tiefi a different story: 
in the annual repent for 1994-5, the num- 
ber of preliminary complaints recorded 
dropped by 16 per cent, while the number 
of genuine complaints accepted for full 
investigation fell by 14 per cent. This sug- 
gests that things are getting better, not 
worse. Looked at over a two-year period, 
the evidence for both categories shows 
complaints down by as much as a third. 

.Banking is one of Britain’s most suc- 
cessful industries. Service improvements 
are more likely if we stop using emotive, 
anecdotal evidence to fuel prejudice 
against banka. Instead, we should look at 
the figures objectively mid concentrate on 
constructive suggestions. 

The writer is dire&or-general of tke British 
Bankers' Association. 
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Spot die difference 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Singular view of cohabitation I Shelling out presents to Nigerian chiefs 


From Mir Geoffrey Thompson 
Sin I purchased a copy of Some- 
thing to Celebrate in July and now 
I read that the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury is “not the type to stand 
by whue his church sanctions liv- 
ing in sin” (“Keeping the faith - 
and no messing”, 2 December). 

The report of the Church of 
England’s Board of Social 
Responsibility resulted from 
wide, practical and scholarly con- 
sultation, and carries the sub-title 
“Wiling families in Church and 
Society”. A highly respectable 
document its constructive delib- 
erations contrast markedly with 
the pronouncement Ipy Dr 
George Carey on cohab itation. 
The report is sensitive to .today’s 
situations, offering balanced 
comment and a positive under- 
standing of cohabitation. 

In this parish, as in most, 
responsible cohabitation is a 
result not only of social trends but 
of economic practicalities. Some 
young couples have postponed 
marriage because of acute unem- 
ployment problems. Where a 
dilemma is apparent, love draws 
a couple together without the 
need for a formal marriage pro- 
nouncement, in spite of the 
stigma of “living in sin”. 

In practice, our cultural norm 
of traditional marriage should not 
be compared exclusively with the 
Christian love imperative. So, 
who is giving wise leadership in 


Wind is blowing 
towards turbines 

From Sir Simon Gouriay 
Sin In his letter of 4 December, 
vice-chairman Robert Waodward 
of Country Guardian is at least 
consistent. He didikes the look of 
wind turbines and the impact 
they have on the landscape. Fair 
enough; the question of what is 
beautiful and what is ugly is 
essentially a subjective matter 
and it is inevitable that there will 
be varying opinions. 

However, there are many aspects 
of wind power generation that are 


In consistently ignoring the huge 
technical progress of the last 10 
years (to suggest that today’s 
machines have the same power 
output relative to their sire as they 
did 100 years ago is nonsense), 
which has hdpedreduce the price 
of wind-geoexaled elcxliicity from 

over lip per kilowatt hotetounder 


bid round, he underiincs the paucity 
of hiscase- 

Mr Woodward also stresses his 

view that wind turbines can never 
make a significant contribution to 


Who’ll vouch for it? 

From Mr Alastaw Campbell 
Sin Despite being given an 
emphatic denial of your story 
“Blair set to accept Tbry nursery 
vouchers” (5 December), John 
Rentoul stated as a matter of fact 
both that Tony Blairhad decided 
to accept the Government’s nurs- 
ery vouchers scheme, and that 
David Blunkett was considering 
a plan to trump it by offering 
higher-value vouchers, lb sub- 
stantiate his story, Mr Rentoul 
quotes anonymous “sources” say- 
ing Mr Blair is “sympathetic'’ to 
the shift in policy. I have no way 


this matter - the church’s Board 
of Social Responsibility, Dr Carey 
or evangelical dogma? 

Yours sincerely, 

Geoffrey Thompson 
Diocesan Reader 
Whlney Island, Cumbria 
2 December 

From Mrs Barbara Binary 
Sir. In Ins condemnation of laving 
in sin, the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury demonstrated the firmer 
line on moral dilemmas that the 
Church of England is expected to 
take. This fir mn ess makes it eas- 
ier for ns to discuss guidelines by 
which to live. However, I am sad- 
dened to find that there is never 
any mention of the genuine prob- 
lems to which this outright con- 
demnation can lead. 

Some of us in our sixties who 
live together for mutual support 
and comfort have reluctantly cho- 
sen to do so because of the 
inequitable state of English pen- 
sion law regarding widows, and 
particularly divorced widows. I 
realise no divorce is an ideal, but 
when a marriage has broken 
down irretrievably, and there are 
no young children involved, it is 
painful that because of wide- 
spread ignorance of these legal 
inadequacies, we should be con- 
demned as perpetual sinners. 
Yours sincerely, 

Barbara Binguey 
Nayland, Suffolk 


our energy requirements. The new 
generation of turbines win enable 
around 12 per cent to be produced 
without the need for wind turbines 
“on every hill”. And without the 
need for a “heavily subsidised 
price” Of the lew we all pay on 
our electricity bus, 95 per cent 
goes to the nuclear industry, only 
5 per cent to renewables. 

Perhaps in choosing to make a 
(misleading) comparison bet- 
ween output from wind power 
and that mom the coal-powered 
Drax power station, Mr Wood- 
ward was administering the coup 
de grace to his own foot. A recent 
report has identified Drax as the 
dirtiest power station in Great 
Britain, responsible for consid- 
erable damage to several Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest Iron- 
ically, the Department of the 
Environment spends significant 
sums to protect SSSIs- When A 
comes to truly dean power, wind 
and water are impossible to beat, 
a fact which happily is being 
recognised by an ever-increasing 
number of people. 

Yours sincerely, 

Simon Gourlay 
Knighton, Powys 
4 December 


of knowing who. these sources 
may be, but they are talking rot 
The first Mr Blair knew of this 
notion was when I told him Mir 
Rentoul was writing about it. 
The first Mr Bhmkett knew of the 
plan to “trump” the vouchers 
scheme was likewise when he 
heard of Mr Rentoul’s latest 

effort. As the story has given rise 

to a number of calls from inter- 
ested parties, I would be grateful 
if you could publish- this letter. 
Yours sincerely, 

Alastair Campbell 
Press Secretary to Tbny Blair 
House of Commons 
London, SW1 ‘ 


From Mr Emeka Achebe 

Sir: Tin dear nmUcatibnofyour 
correspondent David Orr in his 
article “Shell wins over village 
with cash and liquor” (1 Decem- 
ber) that hard cash anda few bot- 
tles of Equor was all it takes to 
convince communities to accept 
an ofl rig in their area is insult- . 
ing to the people of the Niger 
Ddta. The law^^ doctors, 
versity lecturers, senior civil ser- 
vants and a range of other pro- 
fessionals who come from these 
communities - indeed, most 
Nigerians -might be as disturbed 
as r am over thecomparison 
between the people of the delta 
today and “19th-eeiituiy natives^ 
won over by gifts of colourful . 
beads and ™e doths”. 

ff Mr On understands the tra- 
ditions and customs of Nigeria, 
he knows that any citizen for- 
mally visiting a co mmuni ty other 
than his own would pay his or her 
respects by presenting a rift of 
some substance, usually liquor 
and kola nuts, or a token in hen. 
The same behaviour is rightly 
expected of Shell which spent 
about £1,000 hosting a gathering 
of council duels and the people 
ofthe Greater Bcmuy Area, com- 
prising several communities, 
including Sangama. The chiefs 

Let’s put the UK 
back in Unesco 

FromMrBnux Kent and others 
Sir As members of the newly 
formed Forum for UN Renewal 
we urge our government to take 
immediate steps to rejoin 
Unesco. It is now 10 years smee 
the UK left this important UN 
specialist agency. 

Whatever the reasons at the 
time for leaving, they are no 
longer valid. Under the leader- 
ship of Dr Federico Mayor, 
Unesco has not only reformed 
itself, but also continues to play 
a vital role in the fields of edu- 
cation, science, art, culture 


The truth about 
Santa will out 

Firm Mr John Bardins 
Sir “Bahl”, roared Scrooge, . 
“Humbug!” “Lies, all ties” 
screeches your correspondent, 
Anna Freeman (letter, 2 
December). 

How dreary! Once a year the 
notion of Fhther Christinas pro- 
vides an opportunity to bring a 
little happiness, fun and kind- 
ness into the lives of children all 
over the world, even in some 
countries where the traditional 
“myths” axe very different from 
our own. 

“Pretending” provides one of 
thejo^(rfchildhood,ahtoasoon 
to be overtaken by the necessity 
of having to face up to the real- 
ties of lire Was there ever a child 
that suffered injury from having 
believed in Father Christinas and 
his reindeer? 

In any case if, as Anna Free- 
man asserts, God and heaven are 


jointly jdan community develop- 
ment for the entire area to ensure 


Tins goodwill exercise should 
not be confused with SheFs com- 
munity initiatives, which are 
based on providing lasting bene- 
fits to the communities. For 
example, communities of the 
Greater Bonny Area benefit from 
a ytiuth training scheme, annual 
scholarships for secondary and 
unftttsify students, provision of 
schoolteachers, hospital eqrnp- 
ment, a road, water scheme, sad 
electricity, as well as agricultural 
assistance for termers. Tteo new 
prqrejrtsarea library, now being 
the renova- 
tion of a Community secondary, 
school. 

Yours faithfuflyr 

Emeka Achebe 

General Manager 

Shell Petroleum Development 

Company 

Lagos, Nigeria 

4Dccember 

Rom Mr . Gordon Glass 
Sin May I repfy to the three let- 
ters today (1 December) of self- 
justification from Shell? My pre- 
sentation on global corporate 
and political values to the Lon- 
don Business School Business 


and environmental protection. 

It is 50 years since Clement 
Attlee, Rab Butler and Julian 
Huxley played such Important 
roles in the creation of Unesco. 
Today it is ridiculous that Britain 
should be on the outside, instead 
of playing a positive role from 

within 

Yours faithfully, 

Bruce Kent, Chair, Forum for UN 
Renewal Louise ZaNRe, Pax 
Christi; Janet Bloomfield, Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament; 
Ian Linden, Catholic Institute for 
International Relations; Michael 
Irwin, United Nations Association 
Forum foe UN Renewal 
London, N7 
4 December 


myths, how on earth can it be a 
sin to tell ties? 

Youre faithfully, 

John Rawlins 
. Holn, Devon 

4 December ' 

Rom Mr John Douch 

Sir: Aged four, I was taken to see 

Father Christmas, seated in his 
grotto at our local department 




Ethics Fbrum on Tuesday used 
Anita Roddick’s ‘Another View” 
(28 November) to provoke dis- 
cussion on Shell’s actions. Sup- 
port appeared to be evenly split, 
with strong feelings in both 


WIs®" (as children ’s bicycl es were 
then termed). Some 66 years 
later, I remember his words to thk 
day; “You shall have it, my son.” 
The much-wanted present never 
materialised — how could it have, 

4mK»TV £ -J. 


what became crystal dear, 
though, is that the Body Shop's 
pubbshed credo is simply .to “care 
for people, animals andthe envi- 
ronment”, while high on the list 
of Shell’s published values are 
“responsibilities to sharehold- 
ers” and “profitability is essen- . 
rial”: caring and human rights are <|J 
excluded. Many companies are 
learning that the indusipn of the 
ptusuit of tnont| in their values 
leads, unsurprisingly, to conflict 
arid allegations of greed. I wish 
cmr government wotildlearn that 
lesson, too. 

The route for personal and 
corporate development is to 
recognise foat criticism provides 
an opportunity for learning and 
change rather than more self- 
justification. : - 
Yours faithfully, 

Gordon Glass 
Director 
2020 Vision 
Bath, 

Avon 

1 December 


The threat from 
the Bible 

Run Mr B. V.WeBs 
Sin The Rev Gilbert Markus (let- 
ter, 1 December) has completely 
missed the point of Luther's 
translations of the Bible. His was 
not a translation of St Jerome’s 
Latin Vulgate, it was a new trans- 
lation of the Greek and Hebrew 
originals, of which the Vulgate 
itself was a translation. 

Erasmus had produced a 
printed edition of the Greek Tes- 
tament in 1516. Luther and Tyn- 
dale followed (his in 1522 and 
1526 respectively with transla- 
tions of it into Goman and Eng- 
lish. Martin Luther managed to ' 
complete his Bible by translating 
the Old Testament from the 
Greek and Hebrew, bypassing 
the Vulgate and going back to the 
origin aTtexts. TJrodale was not so 
lucky, he was burnt at the stake 
before he could complete his 
Old Testament. 

It was these translations of the 
Bible from the original languages 
that . outraged the Roman 
Catholic Church, making it feel 
threatened, not new translations 
- of St Jerome’s Latin version of 
them. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. V. Wells .. . 

Wklley, Hampshire 


V 


$ven my parents’ financial situa- PaSSmJT Sentence 
tion? As far as I was concerned. 


Don? As Bar as I was concerned, 
there existed no need ibr any fur- 
ther outside influence to destroy 
my belief in that particular myth. 
Yours faithfully, 

John Douch 

Wellingborough, 

Northamptonshire 


Shanghai’d Scots 



From Dr Stephen Buaerwrth 
Sin Stephen 'Ward’s' report on 
the Major proposals for Ireland 
("Major takes rhubarb rap for 
Ulster gobbtedejfoofc”. 4 Decem- 
ber) describes them . as gob- 
bledegook because the average 
sentence length is 35 words. He 
tells us that for moderately com- 
plex subjects, the average sen- 
tence length should be less than 
20 words. A swift calculation 
shows that his'own score, disre- 
garding quotes, is 28 words. Is 
this, therefore, minor gobblede- 
gook, as distinct from Major? 
Yours sincerely, lat 15 words a 
sentence, 

Stephen T. G. BimsworaH 
Stapiehurst, Kent 
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Patients’ champion the NHS should fear 

John Spiers is tte inaii the medical establishment loves to hate. He is about to get his revenge 


Department of Health mustbe 
^ dpcted a 

sate rigbt-wmg Triry multi-nrillkjn- 
^^Brighton Healthcare 
they thought they had 
got themselves just anoSer. political 
.yes man, like so. many others 
appointed at the start. of the health 
reforms, they know now they ware 

25SSlU B ut ditis badnew * for the 
WHb bureaucracy, it ishkely to be very 

good news indeed for patients. 

John Spiers has just been appointed 
chairman of the Patient* 


■ , - * van AitK ffi. 

Barely heard of it? You 
wuL Thjs qinet, respectable charity 
founded, in 1963, part-Snanded few the 
Department of Health, has hardly 
he?* 1 apkjram the pin few reajs.of 
-.radical NHS change. Preferring to 
operate through nods and whisp^s in 
the corridors ofpqwer. enjoying an mti- 
mate n unhealthy relationship with the 
mighty Royal Colleges of the medical 
profession, fis voice has been muted. 

_ No longer. Nothing John Spiers 
does is muted. He is the megaphone 
without , the diplomacy.' fie, makes 
Mike Tysoaseetn imcombaitive. “The 
NHS. belongs to patients, not to the 
medical establishment” is his motto. ' 
Oh, bow lhe Department of Health 
will rue the day* ; . . 

Theistoiy so fai. Spiers* aged 53, 
made his fortune in ‘publishing. A 


right-wing liny in -Brighton, aJR on 
countless boards and charities, he 
was appointed to the Brighton Wealth- 


care chairmanship In 1991.1b the dis- 
gust of the doctors, he was famous for 
hymning the praises of Virginia Bot- 
tomley in honeyed, cooing tones. 
When I. first met him,. he was sitting 
in his office at the hospital, his feet up 


on his desk; dressed in a bright white 
sun, surrounded by Harelip modern 
paintings (he is a collector), with a 
pnoto of Bottomky taking pride of 
place on his wall 

.From the start, he called himself 
“thevoice of Joe Public”. He outraged 
hospital staff by getting into a wheeb 
chair incognito, m his own accident 
and emergency department, pretend- 
ing to have lost all feeling in his legs. 
He was told to wail five hours; a porter 
swore at him; a nurse told him he’d 
have to wait 20 minutes to be taken to 
a disabled toilet on another floor. This, 
he said, was the “invisible hospital" 

. that NHS managers never saw. 

- He regards the Patients’ Charier as 
nothing of- the land and intends to 
campaign for. the real thing.- what he 
calls a Patient's' Patients’ "Charter. 
Instead oDneasuriogthe hotel services 
and the waiting times in the NHS, It 
will test the things people most want 
and heed to know; how good is the 
treatment? How good is the doctor? 
What are the outcomes for this pro- 
. cedure under this consultant? 

In Bri ghton, Spiers set up a clinical 
.performance unit to measure the qual- 
ity of his own doctors, designed to link 
the remits eventnally to doctors’ pay. 
No other .manager anywhere had gone 
as faras this, and the doctors rebelled. 
The* British Medical Association 
declared war. The standing consul- 
tants’ committee passed a near-unani- 
mous vote of no confidence in him. 

Expecting support, he found his 
friends in the Health Department, 
even his Blessed Virginia, looking the 
other way in embarrassment So he 
resigned; the first NHS trust chairman 
to be dusted by doctors. 



In its treachery the 
Department of Health 
may have unloosed 
an ungraded missile 


The department's formal statement 
noted only that he was “lively'' and this 
was an internal affair for the trust In 
their treachery, they may have 
unloosed an unguided missile. 

The glee ] detected in Sp Sere’s eye as 
he bounded out of his first Patients 
Association council meeting to meet me 
betokens he; determination (O set about 
the medical establishment with renewed 
vim. The timid old Patients Association 
may have little idea what a hand 
grenade they have unpinned. His ideas 
aren't radical, they are revolutionary. 

First, he wants league tables of all 
doctors’ results collected and pub- 
lished. The BMA throws its hands up 
in horror. How can you compare a 
doctor doing routine work with a doc- 
tor who takes on risky cases? Jim 
Johnson, head of the BMA Consul- 
tants Committee, says: “l could cut my 
death rate by 10 per cent no problem. 


rdju.M refuse the iffy ones." He adds: 
“If you collect the figures, they should 
only be given to managers, never to 
patients." Another doctors’ spokes- 
man concurs: “We wouldn't want to 
frighten the patients." 

These arc the altitudes that Spiers 
intends to demolish. Publish and be 
damned, he says, since only by pub- 
lishing will the tables be refined io lake 
subtleties into account. The Govern- 
ment was tempted hut has backed off 
providing these tables in England and 
Wales, unwilling to stir up doctors 
before an election. 

Such figures as there are (all pre- 
serve doctors' anonymity) show that 
the specialist teams of doctors which 
treat the most cases do best, while the 
“dabblers" in general surgery are the 
most dangerous. The BMA retorts 
that general surgeons are the back- 
bone of Lhe NHS, staffing the district 
general hospitals where it would be 
impossible to have surgeons in every 
specialism. But Spiers is always one 
jump ahead: “Jus! so. Thai is win' dis- 
trict general hospitals have to go. 
People will have to travel further to 
very large regional centres, for cancer 
or anything serious, where there is 
round-the-clock courage by consul- 
tants on duty in every field. You need 
properly staffed specialist ambulances 
to transport people farther lo get bet- 
ter care." 

All the recent major reports into 
various aspects of the NHS back him 
up. Specialism is best and worth trav- 
elling for. The trouble is, patients don't 
want it. They ding to every killer col- 
lage hospital or dearly loved local 
crumbling Victorian pOe, where too 
many exhausted junior doctors cany 


France’s strikers embody a. wider hostility that Europe’s leaders failed to foresee at Maastricht 


’s future 


W hen. France Sneezes, Europe 
cafehesa cold. 11 was true in 
1789, 1848 and 1968, and uow it may . 
be true fpr the last yearn of this cen- 
tury. As eatfi day passes, the social 
rorrvidsiohs gripping France acquire 
tije potential to sfmtlereveryassmnjH , 
tion made by Europe’s leaders about ! 
our pohticalar^eamomic future. 

The pfen^asdevised in 
December: 199t, Was tii^ Geimany, - : 
Fnmceand as 

Union -counfcies as jpossible wquld ; 
launch a .single currency by January' 
1999 at fhe Jatest- The EU would. 
simuhaneously take ft substantial step, ._ 
towards pohtical union. These mea-. - 
sures, the most ambitious since the sar ■ 






members of the original European 
Economic Commoxuty : signed the 
Ttealy of Rome in 1957, were intended 
to setthe seal on the singlemarket and 
dispel for ever the possibility that 
Europe migjn lapse into its historical 
pattern of malignant national rivalries. 

What the creators of Maastricht 
failed to foresee was the degree .to 




British example is wdl known, and pen- 
mark’s. initial rejection of the treaty in" - 
a 1992 i«feom<him proviried a taste of 
thi ng s to conje, but the real shock has 
been foCLtutii that events have taken in 
France and Gecmany.theEU’s pivotal 

states. . .V:' ’• 

Frimce’s^riking publk: sector work- 
ers and protesting students are pot 
motivated directly by a desire to ditch 
Maastricht, butif tiieyforce President 
Jacques Chirac and ^conservative 
government info concessions they will 
almost certainly cause a'deliayi possi: . 
bly fetal, to monetary union.-. The 
strikers are determined td: bjrickthe 
government’s efforts to resnici^^ 
welfare system and bring the ^tate . 
budget deficit down to 3 percent of- 
gross domestic product by 1997; thus 
enabling France to qualify for mone? ' 
tary union under Maastricht's terms;.; 

One cannot yet rule out the possK 



Bonjour tristesse: Alain Juppe before yesterday’s vote of confidence Photograph: Charles Platiau/Reuter 


One cannot yet rule out the possi^ 
baity that Mr Chirac and toj^ne ;. 
Mhmter, Alain Jnpp^ w® 

end the strikes, implement me aus^, 

. terity programme andproceed with Of& 


Generation Why 


sfogle currency cm schedule. Certainly, 
when Mr Chirac meets 'Chancellor 
■ Helmut Kohl in the German spa town 
of Baden-Baden tomorrow, it will be 
extraordinary if either leader hints 
there is a problem with the Maastricht 
scenario. Immense political will lies 
behind the single currency project, and 
neither Mr Chirac nor Mr Kohl wifl 
abandon it without a titanic fight 

Yet the odds appear to be increas- 
ingfy stacked against the French gov- 
ernment Its deficit-cutting strategy 
: depends on achieving a degree rof eco- 
, .ramie growth this year and in 1996 
_ that few independent economists think 
'iswithin reach. Grcwthjsbouiidto.be 
' hit by the combined impact of the aus- 
the strikes. 

: SfcpiMthdgoy^^ 

! ’conctisacrns cm -public pending, the 
: markets" will punish the franc m file 
. belief that Fiance wflffeil to meet the 
^Maastricht, tarots.. 'With France 


knocked out as a contender for mon- 
etary union, the EU would drop 1999 
as the launch date, since everyone 
accepts that the project makes no 
sense without French participation. 

However, the EU would probably 
try to set a later date for monetary 
union rather than abandon it alto- 
gether. Whether the markets would 
find that credible is another matter. 

With a mighty effort, France could 
meet the Maastricht conditions. If it 
does, however, the cost will be high in 
terms of unemployment, job insecu- 
rity, higher taxes, reduced welfare 
benefits and a society divided from its 
government By committing himself lo 
cutting the budget deficit in confor- 
mity with Maastricht’s timetable, Mr 
Chirac has already been forced to drop 
the most prominent of his many elec- 
tion promises last spring; the pledge 
to wage war on unemployment. 

At 11.5 per cent of the workforce. 


or almost 3 million people, unem- 
ployment is seen by many French as 
their country’s most serious social SI. 
Advocates of the single currency say 
it wifi cure unemployment by provid- 
ing exceptionally stable conditions for 
economic growth, including low inter- 
est rates and low inflation. But even 
if this happy forecast is accurate, it 
cannot come true until some time after 
1999, and il is unclear that French pub- 
lic opinion will wait patiently for the 
promised land while being subjected 
to rigorous austerity measures. 

In Germany, too, public opinion is 
a problem. Surveys repeatedly indicate 
that Germans wifi refuse to give up the 
Deutschmark, their most precious 
symbol of post-war success, unless the 
single currency is as rock-solid in 
value. The ecu, the ElTs notional cur- 
rency since 1981, has been anything 
but rock-solid, declining steadily 
against the mark over tbe years. 


The German fear of substituting a 
weak Euro-currency for the mark is so 
intense that Mr Kohl’s centre-right 
government and the Social Democra- 
tic opposition have recently been out- 
bidding each other in an effort to 
secure even tougher conditions for 
monetary union than are stipulated in 
Maastricht. Theo Waigel, Germany's 
Finance Minister, has proposed a sys- 
tem of fines on countries that practise 
lax budgetary discipline after joining 
the single currency. 

The Maastricht treaty is, indeed, 
flawed in that the rules for ensuring 
responsible economic policies after the 
start of raoneuuy union are somewhat 
vague. But Mr Waigel's main point is 

Neither Chirac nor 
Kohl will abandon the 
single currency 
without a titanic fight 


that Germany wifi not go ahead with 
the single currency unless all other par- 
ticipants are up to scratch - in fact, 
more than up to scratch - on low bud- 
get deficits, low public debts, a stable 
exchange rate and all the other Maas- 
tricht criteria. This has two far-reach- 
ing implications. 

First, ji means there is practically no 
chance that Italy and Spam could form 
part of monetary union in 1999. Bit- 
ter recriminations, even a blocking 
policy, can be expected from the gov- 
ernments in Rome and Madrid, fear- 
ful of being locked into an EU second 
division for southerners. There is also 
a question mark over Belgium’s abil- 
ity to meet the Maastricht conditions, 
but no one has yet dared address the 
difficulty of having a single currency 
that excludes the country which hosts 
the European Commission and whose 
capital is synonymous with the EU. 

The second implication is that 
France itself will be pushed into ever 
more deflationary policies in an effort 
to fulfil Germany’s strict new 
demands. In such circumstances social 
tensions can only grow, and the pres- 
sure on Mr Chirac to reverse course 
will intensify accordingly. 

However, wc are not quite there yet. 
Those who are belting against mone- 
tary union starting as planned in 1999 
could still lose their money. Il will be 
a battle fought to the last, with noth- 
ing less than the- destiny of Europe at 
stake. 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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Have I got news 
for you, or not? 


out complex emergency operations 
unsupcrvtecd. Small and' local may he 
popular, but except for minor treat- 
ments it is neither safe nor economic. 
Yet how are patients to know that, 
unless the figures are published? 
Spiers secs it as his job to educate 
patients better io demand lhe things 
that realK matter. To do that, he 
needs the figures. 

He also wants public assessments of 
GPs, and is demanding that GPs open 

their clinics at limes people can use 

them, between bpra and 9pm. and at 
weekends. He wants to remove GPs' 
tight to dump troublesome or unprof- 
itable patients. 

The Patients Association has a large 
corporate membership of NHS trusts, 
and a very small individual patient 
membership of well below a thousand. 
The trouble with patient power is that 

it has no democratic basis and so Is not 
a legitimate estate within the NHS. 
Spiers intends to conduct six major 
opinion polls a year to sound out 
patient opinion far and wide. He 
needs to prove that he has popular 
patient support if he is going to carry 
real authority . 

John Spiers is an extremist. .Almost 
ail his criticisms of the way the NHS 
is run are absolutely right but lack- 
ing finesse. As a manager, he tried to 
do too much too soon and offended 
too many potential allies among the 
good doctors. But as a professional 
protester and patients’ advocate, he 
has found his metier. If he can estab- 
lish the reputation of (he Patients 
Association as a bona fide popular 
group, he may at last proride the 
missing genuine voice of the con- 
sumer within the NHS. 


W c all ftke (o think that we 
follow the news pretty 
closely, hut do we really? How 
aware are we of the latest dcvel- 
opmcnis in world events? For 
instance, how well would we do 
when faced with a simple test 
on this week's news? 

Well, let's find out! Here is 
a simple test. I’m going to print 
several “news stories” taken 
from the Iasi few days, and ail 
you have to do is say which ones 
are true, and which ones are 
made up. It’s as easy as that. 
Here we go now! 

1. Stephen Dorreli’s blitz 
on bureaucracy in the NHS, 
which is hoped (a get rid of 
30.1)00 jobs, will create a new 
team of more than 40,000 
“burcauenii-busiers" whose 
job it will be to eliminate waste 
and overmanning. 

2. Professor Sir Michael 
Howard, the eminent war his- 
torian, is suing the Home Sec- 
retary, Michael Howard, on the 
grounds that the use of their 
name by (he latter is cheapen- 
ing the reputation of the former. 
He wants Michael Howard 
either to change his name or 
resign. 

3, One of the most .scathing 
reviews of the new Beatles sin- 
gle “Free as a Bird ” was writ- 
ten by, of all people. John 
Lennon. .Among his papers was 
found a dismissal of (he song by 
the composer as “a tawdry hit 
of sentiment”, and an added 
note to (he effect that “if Paul 
and George get their hands on 
this, 1 only hope the song will 
self-destruct out of a perverse 
sense of self-preservation". 

4. Dave Lee Travis, the erst- 
while Radio 1 disc jockey, is 
suing the inventors of the 
bacon, lettuce and tomato sand- 
wich. This unlikely court action 
has come about because Dave 
Lee Travis’s career has slowed 
up recently and he blames this 
on the similarity between his 
familiar initials, DLT and the 
familiar abbreviation for the 
sandwich. BIT He does not 
claim that anyone confuses one 
with the other but that his ini- 
tials (which came first) have 
been overshadowed by the uni- 
versal sandwich name. He is 
seeking £3m in damages, or 
sandwiches for life. Legal 
experts arc following the case 
keenly, as it is the first time a 
snack has been sued by a juck. 

5. A poll taken among the US 
peace-keeping force being sent 
out by President Clinton reveals 
that 10 per cent of them think 
they are going to Bosnia. 25 per 
cent lo Northern Ireland and 65 
per cent lo the rougher parts of 
Washington DC. 

6. The current wave of strike 
action in France is. il turns out. 
in protest against the Tahitian 
government’s bomb-testing 
programme, which involves a 
random series of explosions in 
the middle of Paris. 

7. Die British government 
has devised a new campaign lo 


defuse .scare stories abuut “mad 
cow disease" nr BSE. It is 
inventing a series of abbrevia- 
tions which all bear the initial-* 
BSE so that very soon the ini- 
tials BSE will lose (heir associ- 
ation with killer hamburgers. 
Among these new meanings < if 
BSE are the new British Stan- 
dards Executive. British Sub- 
ways (Eastern/, the Birming- 
ham School of Ethics, the Bank 
of Scotland and Edinburgh, 
and the Bloody Scott Enquiry, 
us (he Scott enquiry is known 
familiarly in cabinet circles. 
The Government is also think- 
ing of asking the film eensi <r to 
introduce a new film category 
of “BSE” (“Brutality, Sex anil 
Ennui" ). 

8. Which sporting feat this 
week was described as “perhaps 
the greatest act of endurance in 
modern games”? Was il: a) 
Atherton’s innings which 
denied South Africa rictuiy in 
the second Test? b) the peri* ir- 
mance of any TV viewer who 
persevered to the end of the fat- 




MILES KINGTON^ 


cst snooker tournament: c) an 
official government judgement 
on anyone who gels involved 
with a business scheme with 
Terry Venables ? 

9. A memo was recently cir- 
culated at the Home Office, 
warning all personnel not in 
trust any memos circulated in 
the next fortnight, as these 
were all going to be false 
memos designed to be leaked 
to the Labour Puny to spread 
disinformation there. Unfor- 
tunately, the initial memo was 
leaked to the Labour Party. 

10. The Queen Mother's hip 
replacement operation was not 
due for several months yeu but 
she was ordered lo have it early 
in order to steal the royal lime- 
light back from Princess Diana. 
The idea was that as the Queen 
Mum is the only royal who 
commands anything like the 
same support as Diana, she 
should be used as swiftly as pos- 
sible to repair the damage done 
by “Dianarama", hence her 
visit to hospital and very pub- 
lic re-emergence. What is not 
so well-known is that the sur- 
geons thought she was not 
ready for the hip replacement 
and the Queen Mother did not 
actually hare the operation this 
lime - she merely went through 
the motions - which is why she 
appeared to be walking so well 
afterwards. Her hip will be 
done in private next month. 

Answers: they are all true, 
but all officially denied. 


Why bother? 
She’ll 

probably die 
anyway 
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IN BRIEF 


Maxwell jury ‘home by Christmas’ 

The long-serving Maxwell fraud trial jury was offered some fes- 
tive cheer on day 115 yesterday when its members were told 
whatever happens in the epic case they will be home for Christ- 
mas, writes John Willcock. Expected to retire to consider their 
verdicts at the end of next week, the seven women and five men 
have been warned they will stay overnight at a secret hotel while 
deliberating the fate of three defendants. But in the seventh 
month of the trial judge Lord Justice Phillips is worried there 
will not be enough time for the Old Bailey panel to reach con- 
clusions by Friday December 22, the last working day before 
the holiday. “I hope you will be able to return verdicts by 22 
December.*’ he told the jury. “While considering your verdicts 
you will spend nights at a bote].” 

Retail sales on the up and up 

A new indicator of retail sales launched by the British Retail 
Consortium showed that the value of retail sales grew in No- 
vember at an annual rate of 32 per cent. In the last three months, 
average sales growth had been 3 per cent. Andrew Sentance, 
chief economic adviser to the BRC, said that retail sales val- 
ues were “not yet increasing sufficiently strongly to provide die 
basis for substantial volume growth.” 

Housing starts slide 

Housing starts in October were 13,300, almost a fifth down on 
last year, according to official statistics from the Department 
of Environment. In the three months to October, total starts 
and completions were 9 per cent down on the previous three 
months. 


Fewer companies going under 

Receiverships and administration orders fell by 23 per cent in 
November to 163, according to figures from Touche Ross. The 
figure was also 12 per cent down on November last year. The 
most significant decreases occurred in the North West, Wales 
and LondOn and the South East Increases occurred in con- 
struction. wholesale distribution and agriculture. 

Bank intervention lifts franc 

The franc recovered by 2 centimes against the mark, with re- 
ports in the market of heavy intervention by the Banque de 
France. Hie bourse also staged a comeback, with the CA.C-40 
index of leading shares reversing almost all of Monday's de- 
cline with a rise of 225 per cent. 


Gas price down 40% for business 

The average price of gas for UK business customers fell by 40 
per cent in the year to September, according to the latest re- 
port by National Utility Services, making Britain the cheapest 
for gas of the 13 countries surveyed. The NUS said that the gas 
industry faces continued “chaos” as prices tumble in the face 
of excess supply. The report highlights the plight of British Gas, 
which is locked into long term “take or pay’coo tracts with North 
Sea producers at high prices and is being forced to boy more 
gas than it can sell. 


BP sale makes Treasury £180m 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The Government 
made a profit of £18Um on its 
last remaining shares in BP, 
which the Bank of England 
and the Treasury have kept 
since a disastrous privatisation 
sale during thel987 stock mar- 
ket Clash. 

The £5 13m of shares were 
placed by SBC ^rburg after the 
investment bank won a secret 
City auction for the business, or- 
ganised by Rothschild, the Gov- 
ernment's advisers, late on 
Monday evening They represent 
1.8 per cent of BPs shares. 

Andrew Smith, Labour’s 
Shadow Chief Secretary, in- 
voked Lord Stockton’s famous 
gibe from the mid-1980s to de- 
dare: “The Tbries are intent on 
gfling off die family silver to pay 
for short-term tax cuts.” 


Rothschild was commis- 
sioned earlier this year to sell 
a share portfolio of 34 govern- 
ment “bin-ends” worth more 
than £l2tm in total, of which BP 
is the first and largest to go. 

Other significant holdings to 
be put on the block later indude 
the airports operator BAA and 
National Power. 

The BP sale was claimed to 
be the largest bought deal of its 
land in the City and used a 
rarely employed procedure. 

Warburg bid 5Q8p for the 101 
milli on shares agamst three or 
four other securities houses, 
who were invited into Roth- 
schild at 8pm, after Lhe markets 
bad dosed. 

The firms were not told which 
of (he stocks they were bidding 
for until after they arrived, ana 
each team was doseted in a sep- 
arate room, told how many BP 
shares were for sale and asked 




Value (End 

‘ at 14 Nov 1995 

BAA 

142.9 

BT 

37.2 

Mersey Docks & Harbour Company 

• 54.5 

North West Water 

15.4 

Severn Trent 

23.0 

Dailies Water 

19.2 

National Power ' 

131.2 

FowerGen - 

94.0 , 

Scottish Hydro-Electric 

25.9 

Scottish Power 

68.2 


to bid a price. The only indica- 
tion they had been grveaa in ad- 
vance was that they would be 
calledi upon to commit a large 
amount of capital 
Rothschild kept the bidders 
apart all evening and Warburg 
said it stintfidMt know who the 


others were, the _ . . 
clarion was that BZW Merrill 
Lynch and at least one other 
American house were involved. 

Starting when the markets 
opened yesterday, SBC Whr- 
buig placed the holding with 
about LOG institutions, half UK 


and Continental and half in the 
US, by 3pm. Hie placing [nice 
was 513p, a profit margin of 5p 
a share - or £5m- and BP stock 
closed at 517p, though this was 
down 14p on die opening. 

gfoty aftamurSL beeausefhe 
scale of the deal appeared to 
vindicate the motives behind the 
merger that brought Swiss Bank. 
Corporation and die Engifti 
merchant bank together earli- 
er this year. 

One SBC Warburg source 
suggested the two amid never 
have won the auction separate- 
ly, because it required SBCY 
capital and skiQ in agency trad- 
ing and TSbibuigfc relate 

distribution and research. 

The bulk of the Govern- 
ment's BP hokfiog was acquired 
in 1987 as part of the dramatic 
manoeuvres surrounding the. 
£7-25bn sale of its 31.5 -per 


remaining stake in lhe 
any, for which Rothschild, 


cent 

company, 
was the government adviser. 

The October crash occurred 
after the underwriting but 
before the sale went through, 
leaving the City faring large 
losses as the BP price plunged. 

But Lord Lawson, that Chan- 
cellar, insisted on pushing ahead 


invoked a force rmfourc 

clause to void the underwriting, 
v - However, he agreed to a “safe- 
tynefto prevent further falls in 
the BP price, asa result of which 
the Bank of England picked up 
39 iinllun part-taid BP shares. 
for£27m. FuDy paid, the shares 
would have cost 330p. The Trea- 
sury also held on to a further t>8 
miBion shares issued to it at the 

timely BP at the same price. The 

holdings the Government re- 
tained were worth about £330m 
when fully paid. 


Ofwat plunges 
Welsh offer 
into confusion 


MARY FAGAN 

industrial Correspondent 

Ofwat, the water Industry 
watchdog, plunged Welsh Wa- 
ter's agreed £872m bid for 
South Wales Electricity into 
confusion last night by warning 
that the group may be forced to 
list its core water operations sep- 
arately on the Stock Exchange. 

Ian Bjyatt, dfrector-geceralof 
Ofwat, yesterday said the mergr 
er would reduce his information 
on the regulated water business 
and that the issue could be re- 
solved through a separate 
quote. 

A spokeswoman for Mr Byatt 
said a separate listing was like- 
ly to be a feature in all future 
mergers involving the 10 bigwa* 
ter and sewage companies. 

Hie issue was not raised ear- 
lier this year when North West 
Water acquired Norweb, the 
electricity firm operating in the 
same area. But Lyonnatse des 
Earn of France recently agreed 
to 1st all its UK water interests 
by 2005 as part of the Govern- 
ment’s clearance of its takeover 
of Northumbrian Water- 

In a consultation document 
issued yesterday, Mr Byatt said: 
“I would welcome comments, in 
particular, on the effect the 
merger could have on man- 
agerial effectiveness. We have 
als> drawn attention to the fact 
that Swalec’s stock market quo- 
tation would disappear and the 
characteristic of that of Welsh 
Water’s quotation would be 
radically changed. This would 
lead to a loss of information 
about the way investors view the 
companies.” 

Ofaat said the bid raised sim- 


ilar concerns to those relating 
to the bid by North West Wa- 
ter for Norweb. but added: 
“The world moves on and we 
would like to see this [separate 
listing] in ail future takeovers in 
the industry.” A spokesman 
for Walsh Water said the watch- 
dog was consulting on the pos- 
sibility rather than saying it 
will happen. “We will respond 
in due course,” he said. 

A spokeswoman for the elec- 
tricity regulator, Offer, said it 
was not asking for a separate fist- 
ing for the core electricity op- 
erations in South Wiles. But 
Professor Stephen littledrild, di- 
rector-general of Offer, is also 
concerned about loss of infor- 
mation and is hkely to seek 
amendments to the operating li- 
cences to resolve the issue. 

The consultation, being con- 
ducted jointly by Mr Byatt and 
Professor Uttlecfafld, will result 
marecammemfitiaa to the Of- 
fice of Fair Hading, which in 
turn advises the Government on 
whether the bid should be re- 
ferred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Comission. 

The document warned that 
the regulators at present have 
wide-ranging powers to acquire 
information from regulated 
companies about their regulat- 
ed activities and that they need 
to secure continued access to 
sufficient high-quality infor- 
mation to allow them to cany 
out their duties. 

Professor Littledrild has al- 
ready produced licence modi- 
fications to achieve improved 
access to infoonation. These will 
be formally published after far- 
ther discussion with the com- 
panies concerned. 



John Watts, Minister of State at the Department of Transport (left) with Sir Ernest Harrison, thecfrtiirinan of .. . 
Racal, yesterday. Racal confirm ed ft is to boy British Raitways In-house telecommunications supplier RRT, for 
£132.75m. Photograph: Geraint Lewis 

Littlewoods bidder goes direct 


NIGEL COPE 

The Barry Dale consortium 
that has made a £L2bn offer for 
the Littlewoods group has writ- 
ten to the shareholders in a fi- 
nal attempt to argue its case 
ahead of tomorrow's crucial 
emergency general meeting. 

Mr Dale’s advisers, Dawnay 
Day, have told shareholders 
that its bid is for the whole 


group and not a break-up bid. 
It also states that allowing the 
consortium access to the com- 
pany’s accounts does riot com- 
mit shareholders to accepting 
the offer or any other propos- 
aL It says it is happy for mem- 
bers of the Moores family, who 
control the company, to re- 
main involved in its future. 

• Mr Dale, who is a former 
chief executive of Littlewoods, 


said “I know we have some 
support from the family but we 
just don’t know which way the 
vote will go.” It is thought that 
even if the vote goes against Mr 
Dale tomorrow, the consor- 
tium will stay together and 
hope for another chance. 

Mr Dale’s proposals must 
now compete against a rival 
£l.ibn offer made for the com- 
pany this week by a group led 


by Sir David Alliance, chairman 
of Coats Viyella and the 
N Brown mail order company. 

Both bids wfll be discussed at 
tomorrow’s meeting. Peter 
Moores will propose two more 
resolutions. One will urge 
shareholders to consider all 
bids. The second proposes 
preparing a sales memoran- 
dum giving financial disclosure 
to potential buyers. 


BTR tempers optimism 
on outlook for profits 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy Cily Editor 

BTR warned the Qty yesterday 
that its profits expectations for 
the year to December were 
too high, blaming a downturn 
in industrial activity around the 
world. The industrial conglom- 
erate’s shares slipped 14p to 
320p as analysts took red pens 
to their forecasts. 

The market’s relatively benign 
reaction compared with its 
harsh treatment of the company 
a year ago when BTR’s shares 


tumbled 12 percent in a day foi- 
towing a amilar statement warn- 
ing of difficulties passing on 
rising raw material prices. 

“As is now becoming evident 
in many countries, industrial ac- 
tivity in 1995 has shown little 
signs of sustained recovery fol- 


tbe company said Particular ar- 
eas of weakness included Aus- 
tralian construction and both 
North American and European 
automotive activities. 

Yesterday’s trading news 
came as BTR, one of Britain’s 


10 largest companies, wrapped 
up the acquisition of its Aus- 
tralian subsidiary BTR Nylex 
and ahead of the transfer of 
power from Alan Jackson to his 
successor as chief executive. 
Tan Strachan. 

The trading statement left 
most analysts relatively unwor- 
ried. Geoff All urn at Hender- 
son ' Crosthwaite said he 
expected a conservative 
statement before the end 
BTR’s financial year in De- 
cember, but be cut his full-year 
forecast by £100m to£1.44bn. 


Bank warns on forged certificates 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

The head of the Bank of Eng- 
land*s special investigations unit 
warned the (Sty yesterday of the 
“markedly increasing” number 
of forged certificates of de- 
posit circulating in global 
financial markets. 

The warning was prompted 
by a spate of inquiries from the 
pubtic and institutions in the UK 
and abroad over certificates of 
deposit for mare than $lbo, sup- 
posedly drawn on the Bank of 
England. In fact the Bank issues 
no such certificates- 

Ian Wart, head of the Bank’s 
fm w»c K garinnq unit, said: “An in- 
vestor might come across them . 


Risky Russian bonds are back 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Suitably icy winds and flurries 
of snow carried the historic 
message to the City yesterday 
that the Russians are back. 
After an 80-year enforced ab- 
sence, the C% of St Petersburg 
announced a return to the in- 
ternational bond markets. 

Buoyed by the success of its 
domestic fund-raising, Russia’s 
second city felt it time to brave 
the stigma of Soviet default and 
tempt Laadanfemvestmemcom- 
mimity with theprospect of sen- 
sational rewards -and a little ride 

Dispensing with the heavy 
American investment bank 
artillery traditional for these 
occasions, the honours were 
done, at great Russian length, 
by Anatofy Sobchak, the Mayor 
of St Petersburg. The domestic 
political situation may be con- 


fusing, he said, as prune minis- 
ters come and go and 42 polit- 
ical parties jostle for position, 
bat St Petersburg, is a beacon 
of stability and prosperity. 

There is to be no special in- 
(eruaiional bond issue, bat prob- 


ably from January, internation- 
al investors will be encouraged 
to participate in the regular 
municipal bind auctions The atr 
traction is that Lhe CSty is now 
able to issue 18- to 24-month 
bonds, which by Russian stan- 
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Defaulter: A worthless Russian bond dated 1917 


dards is long-term. Farnmy 
will be tax-exempt, and institu- 
tions wfll. be able to get their 
money out, Mr Sobchak, said. 

Bui even Russian investors de- 
manded nrare than the Mayor’s 
smooth assurances. Earlier this 
year the yield on the nine-month 
zero coupon bonds was up to 250 
percent International investors, 
. with memories alive of all those 
useless, defa u l t ed Russian beards 
decorating the waBs of just about 
every investment bank in the 
Gty, will no doubt be lookxngfor 
similar returns. Even on 3- 
moath zero coupon bonds, the 
yield has only come down to 80 
percent . . 

At those sort of rates, St Pe- 
tersburg is not expected to try 
to rake very much, but rather 
to open the first chink fa the 
door of international accept- 
abflihrfor the returaof Russian 
bonds. 


if he or she is being offered 
paper when they’re trying to 
borrow or perhaps to make an 
investment, and one of these 
certificates might be produced 
to them, suggesting that an un- 
named individual has a very 
large sum of money deposited 
with the Bank of England.” 

Mr Whttsaid that so far the 
Bank was not aware of anyone 
faOfag for this type of fraud, but 
warned: “There are intermedi- 
aries who are putting out this 
forged paper and the worry is 
that someone might eventual- 
ly be taken fa which is the 

reason why we are^ very anxious 
to get the news around and pro- 
tect the public generally.” 
Earlier tins year two people ' 


were arrested and charged with 
a similar type of fraud, ad- 
vanced fee fraud, after an in- 
vestigation called Operation 
Labis. A number of people op- 
erating a bank in Torquay were 
offering multi-million-pound 
loans fa exchange for a cash fee 
up-front. The loans never 
materialised. 

Mr Watt said the present 
spate of foigeries was connect- 
ed with this type of fraud. “We ' 
are fa touch, of course, with the 
police and they from time to 
time refer documents to us to 
determine whether they are 
genuine or not.” 

The forged Bank of England 
certificates have surfaced abroad 
just as often as fa the UK. 
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How ISbrkshire Water just keeps rolling along 


The company may 
have failed to get its. 
message across to its 
customers and ' 
industry regulators, 
but in the CJty ns 
explanation for the 
water shortages - an ■" 
act ofGcxJancf ■ 
geography - is widely 
accepted’ 


AEStaK-trs 
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^ 11 summarised the 
case against Yorkshire and its seemingly m- 

“ lerms 38 devastating as 
iMy come. In part, the answer to why top 
management is stm in place is the remark- 
ably sanguine view investors have of this ex- 
traordinary situation. 

The City has never been good at taking 1 

% SSS m ** happens north 

of- w&tfortf, not unless it has pound signs 
witten all over it anyway, but given what a 
widely held stock Yorkshire Wuer is, you 
might expect at least some. concern. Not so 
n a straw poll of fund managers conducted 
yesterday k anything to go by.' The company 

nnay have failed to get its message across to 
its customers and industry regulators, but in 
| the City its explanation for the water shori- 
I ages — an act of God and geography - is 
widely accepted. 

liven the painful financial effects of the 
drought on the company - it is costing £3m 
a week to tanker in water from elsewhere 
while the extra investment needed to make 
sure this never happens again might ulti- 
- mately cost hundreds of millions- seems to 
have passed largely unnoticed; over the past 
year Yorkshire Viraler shares have exactly 
tracked the sector. As fax as the stock mar- 


ket is concerned, therefore, the company's 
problems are neither hcrenor there. So long 
as the profits and dividends keep rolling in, 
and the monopoly franchise is safe, who 
cares what customers think? 

A public inquiry is being conducted into 
Yorkshire's water shortage problems and it 
is possible this will reflect bclicr on manu- 
magemcnl than Panorama's hatchet job. 
Failure to anticipate last summer's drought 
was understandable enough, after all Even 
so, there is no doubt that a company that has 
lost the faith and goodwill of its customers, 
even when it has the privilege of monop- 
oly, is in serious trouble. It is hard for incunrs- 
bant management to climb back from the 
sort of public relations disaster Yorkshire has 
suffered Customers need some outward sign 
that things have, and will, change. That usu- 
ally means new people in the top jobs. 1 l may 
be unfair, but it is also the way of the world. 

New offensive 
needed on defence 

l^vefence, like City financial services, is one 
JLJof Britain’s least glamorous but most 
successful industries. Exports at £5bn a 
year are second only to those of the US, but 
with the end of ihc'cold war and the sharp 
decline in armaments spending here and 
abroad, the going is tougher than ever for 
the companies involved. 

A joint inquiry by the Commons defence 


and trade and industry* committees, pub- 
lished yesterday, shows that our own Min- 
istry of" Defence, rather than helping, is onh 
exacerbating the problem. Witnesses com- 
plained bitterly about the MoD\ attitudes. 
The Defence Manufacturers' Association 
said MoD procurement policies were seen 
as “rerging on the hostile to the indigenous 
industrial base”. 

Though things seem to have improved a 
little over the past IS months - attempts to 
forge partnerships with suppliers have 
helped - most thought there was* a long wa\ 
to go. To the cxltrnf lhai the MoD adopts a 
more sensitive approach m the needs of 
British industry, it only appears to go as far 
as big spending decisions. The vatu able 
stream of smaller purchases that in total 
have a tremendous influence on the fortunes 
of manufacturing companies, are still back 
in the Dark Ages. 

Long-term national security depends 
equally on (he creation of wealth as the 
sirenglh of the armed forces, the MPs 
and who can argue with lhaL The most seri- 
ous impact of this strategic vacuum Is a dam- 
aging drop in research and development, 
which in this industry - as in pharmaceuti- 
cals - is fundamental to long-term health. 

The MPs are surely right in arguing that 
the MoD should make maintenance of the 
defence industry’s technology base a key pri- 
ority. They also also urge ihe Government 
to look to European collaboration as a bet- 
ter bet than deals with the US. The MPs 


backed the creation of national monopolies 
where neccssarv. presumably because they 
approved of GEC's recently" acquired con- 
trJi of a large part of warship building. 

Specialist" government departments such 
a- defence arc more interested in their con- 
stituency the armed forces, than in the com- 
panies they deal nit h. which are watched 
over by the DTI. This seems to be the core 
of the "problem. A solution would surely be 
for the MoD ■ measure its success at least 
in pan hv the health of the defence indus- 
trv, so that it can be ticked off when it is seen 
id fail. The MPs' suggestion that it should 
share some of the responsibility for over- 
seeing the defence industry and its tech- 
no'.egv with the DTI is a sensible one. 

Fund-raising the 
St Petersburg way 

S t Petersburg is well on the wav to be- 
coming one of Europe's most successful 
cities, gushed its mayor. Anatoly Sobchak. 
No effort will be spared in driving forward 
the regeneration of this once great outpost 
of chiiisuiion. was the thrust of his message 
yesterday to potential City investors. He 
"might just as well have said "that no expense 
is too great, either. For by any Western stan- 
dardsTSt Petersburg is having to pay aston- 
ishing prices for the privilege of borrowing 
money from its domestic Russian investors. 
And. if Mr Sobchak is to be believed. St 


Petersburg is an island ul stability and pros- 
perity compared to the rest of Russia. So 
heaven help the Moscow lot should they 
choose to follow him down the internation- 
al bond market path. 

The Si Petersburg fund-raising pro- 
gramme has been mainly restricted to three- 
monih zero coupon bonds, which on occa- 
sion have managed to creep up to nine or 
even 12 months, long-term by Russian stan- 
dards. The yield, earlier this year, was over 
200 per cent That means that an investor 
put up 33 roubles and nine months later col- 
lected lflQ in return. At those son of rates, 
you wonder how Si Pelersburg can afford to 
regenerate anything. Tu get the measure of 
the market distrust that Mr Sobchak and 
friends a re having to pay for. a two-year US 
government bond, stripped of its coupon, 
will yield about 5 per cent. The current rate- 
fur long UK gilts is under S per cent. 

Things would he easier for St Petersburg's 
financiers if they were borrowing into a rip- 
roaring inflationary boom, reducing the 
real value of their repayment burden. But 
nothing is that simple, for the rouble con- 
tinues to be loosely pegged to the dollar, 
ho* erinc around the 4.700 mark. If the peg 
continues, then an international investor 
buying into the IS- to 24-month bonds, with 
which St Petersburg is hoping to entice some 
City attention, will make an astonishing 
killing. But will ihc rouble peg continue, or 
will die plug be pulled? Clearly not one fur 
widows and orphans. 
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Biotech man 


Cash gains: Research head at cancer drug group reveals Lloyd’s losses □ Former ad agency chiefs make £10m in multimedia launch 


Saatchis back 
in the market 
with a bang 
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> MAGNUS GRIMOND 

:> Peter Lewis, Jiead of research 
y and development at British- 
Biotetib, yesterday defended has 
decision to cash in share options" 
• just this groups an- 

nomjeeda potential break-. 

. through in cancer treatment. . . • 
Since the news, the shares 
\ have soared fttOT £10-43, with 
one d^:^^'ihrpngh.«f £25 
last week. : &lr liwfcV salernt 


- flAnprOfiirVflth fellow board 
. member James Noble malting a 
further £i.7m from option sales 
yesterday. The shares closed 
last night down ilOp at £16.08. 

Spealongfroin thecompany’s 
Oxford base yesterday. Dr Lewis 
said the cations “represented 90 
per cenfafigy financial portion 
and I had to shelter some of my 
position, as it were. I still think 
it is avery good' company and' 
think 

tber, but lfrlrl?b^dWl5iorea" 
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British biotech 





, Dr Lewis said he had “a very 
good reason” for raising the 
cash now asa loss-making name 
at the Lkryd's of London in- 
surance market. He faces a 
cash call nest year from the new 
Equitas reinsurance vehide de- 
. signed to protect names from 
huge past losses. 

He admitted that the sale 
“looks unusual”, but said that 
companies like British Biotech 
were more usual in the US and 
similar option .sales were “a very, 
very common occurrence" 
there. He suggested that British 


In the, money: Maurice Saatahi (right) profited in the Megakxnedia launch; Paul Hamlyn made £31m on Reed Elsevier shares 


Biotech was already looking 
like US success stories, such as 
Amgen and Genentech, which 
had been built up from scratch. 

Dr Lewis was previously vice- 
president of product develop- 
ment at Marion Merrell Dow, 
a big US pharmaceuticals 
group. “The fact of the matter 
is 1 consider that these options 
were part of the package which 
took me to the company in the 
Cast place”, he said. “1 wouldn’t 
have come without them.” Dr 
Lewis claimed they were part of 


the “entrepreneurial start-up 
culture” of a company like 
British Biotech. 

Dr Lewis exercised his right 
to convert 106,695 options at 
33 7p a share. He immediately 
sold 106,000 at the prevailing 
market price of £17.60, making 
a profit of £l-5m on the deal. Mr 
Noble, finance director, exer- 
cised 106,695 at lS7p and a fur- 
ther 16,000 at 337p. His sale of 
110,000 shares left him with a 
gain of £1.7m. 

The company’s shares soared 


4S per cent last Thursday, 
adding £244ra to its stock mar- 
ket value, after it announced 
what may be a breakthrough in 
the treatment of cancer. One 
deal in the shares went through 
at over £26 last week but since 
then the share price has fallen 
back, not helped by the news of 
directors' dealings. 

City analysts have become ex- 
cited by the prospects for 
MarimaslaL an oral drug which 
has shown some effectiveness in 
halting the growth or reducing 
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Officials dampen hopes of rate cuts 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor • 

Hopes for a cut in interest 
rates, when' Kenneth Clarke 
meets Eddie Geoigp next week 
were dampened fay Treasury 
officials giving evidence to MPs 
on the Budget However, the 
Ernst Young, Item Club, 
which uses the Treasury mod- 
el, warned that interest rates 
could have to fall by up to 15 
per cent to make jure /Budget 
strategy work. r • 

Alan Rudd, the Treasury's 
chief economic adviser; was 
asked whether growth of 3 per 
cent could be achieved nexLyear 
without a fall in interest rates. 1 


Mr Budd replied: “Yes, 1 dp 
think it fa possible.” 

Another official, Colin Mowl, 
who heads the forecasting sec- 
: tiqxu said that the Treasury did 
not expect that a culm interest 
raxes would be appropriate to 
“hurry up” the mventoiy ad- 
justment that fa now generally 
expected. Several City analysts 
are warning that a sharp tem- 
porary burst of destocking will 
depress growth in the next six 
months. 

Mr Mow! said that the Trea- 
sury thought, the economy 
would grow at 0.4 per cent in the 
last three months of 1995 and 
then pick up. This forecast of 
. below tread growth in the final 


quarter took into account an ad- 
justment of inventories. Subse- 
quently, however, the official 
forecast spreads the effect more 
generally across next year and 
into 1997. 

Mr Budd said that the Bud- 
get was neutral in the sense that 
the tax cuts were matched by 
spending reductions. However, 
the continuing downward path 
of the bndgei deficit, from 
£29bn this year to £22L5bn in 
1996/7, meant that “in an 
underlying sense fiscal polk? is 
being tightened” 

In marked contrast to these 
views, a report by the Ernst & 
Young Item Club warned that 
interest rale cuts of! to 1-5 per 


cent appeared to be “the only 
way the government can meet 
the budget strategy". Paul 
Droop, chief economist, said 
that “recent economic develop- 
ments have made the target of 
3 percent growth most unfikely. 
This means interest rate cuis 
would have to be very large to 
stimulate the sort of growth Mr 
Clarke’s entire strategy de- 
pends on.” 

Mr Budd said that if the 
broad measure of the money 
supply, M4, continued to rise at 
its present rate of around 9 per 
cent, there would be “increas- 
ing causes for alarm” about the 
future rate of inflation. How- 
ever. he added that there was 


no simple arithmetical rela- 
tionship between the behaviour 
of broad money and the outlook 
for inflation. 

The Treasury also cast more 
light on the drastic downward re- 
vision in expected tax revenues 
next year, from £297bn to 
£285bn. Tax cuts in the Budget 
accounted for £3bn, but in ad- 
dition three taxes were expect- 
ed to gamer much less than had 
been forecast at the time of the 
last Budget 

Income (ax receipts would be 
£2bn less { over and above the tax 
cuts) because the growth of wage 
and salaries had Wen less than 
expected this year. This would 
knock through to next year. 


00 boost to Le Shuttle 


Viacom chief warns of 
danger from Murdoch 


French transport strikes, dis- 
counts oa duty-free gowk an ® 
bad weather in the Channel 
made November the second 
most successful month for 
Eurotunnel's Le Shuttle service, 
writes Christian Wcthnar- 
The service . earned 
130000 cars, an increase of 7.4 


. Heavy (Escounting also con- 
tributed to the heavy flow. Many 
travellers hare taken, advan- 


and particularly pleasing ior tnc 
company given that November 
would normally be a 
Only August, when 135,000 cars 
went through the tunnel, «- 

ceeded November's total; The 
continuing strife in France is 
gpod news for the cempanyand 
bad weather in the Channel has 
also been unimportant factor m 

people choose die run- 
nel rather titan ferries. 


to stock up on their duty-frees. 
Queues of one hour„or more 
have been reported following 
Eurotunnel’s decision earlier 
this autumn to cut duty-free 
prices by one-third. Around 12 
per cent of customasare 
ferity travelling through thefim- 
nel for the duty-free goods, a 
company spokesman said. •_ • 
The discounting of feres 
means that the boom in. pas- 
setiger numbers through the 

tunnel fa only imidjy gpod news 

for the company’s beleaguered 
shareholders but nevertheless 
shares rose by 4p on the news 

to $>0p. 




MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The American entertainment 
tycoon Sumner Redstone has 
accused his rival Rupert Mur- 
doch of posing a threat to the 
right of nee speech. 

The chamnan of Viacom In- 
ternational said Mr Murdoch's 
power lo contravene rights en- 
shrined in the US First Amend- 
ment lay in hfa role as a 
“gatekeeper" - controller of an 
organisation which controls ac- 
cess to systems that deliver 
programming. 

ra Murdoch is owner or part- 
owner of the Sun, Times and 
Sunday Times, BSkyB and Star 
TV, die rapidly growing Asian 
satellite imtwork. Hfa interests 
also include Fox, the American 
national TV network, a Holly- 
wood movie studio and stakes in 
Australian broadcasting. 


Apart from Ted Turner, the 
communications magnate, Mr 
Redstone fa seen as the only 
global media player who could 
rival Mr Murdoch. 

Viacom owns Paramount, the 
Hollywood studio, the Block- 
buster Video chain, MTV Net- 
works, which produces the 
music video network MTV, and 
VH-L a version of MTV for old- 
er viewers. Until recently It also 
owned Madison Square Garden. 

Mr Redstone criticised Mr 
Murdoch for controlling distri- 
bution of programmes in Eu- 
rope and Asia and expressed 
concern about his control of 
British broadcasting. 

The 73-year-old New Eng- 
lander, who built his empire 
from a tired string of cinemas, 
said that while Viacom owned 
all of the US-based Nick- 
elodeon, the children’s cable 
network, it had been forced to 


concede 50 per cent to Mr 
Murdoch in Britain. 

“The reason Murdoch owns 
50 per cent fa that we couldn't 
have got a distributor in England 
any other way." he explained. 

The Viacom chairman also 
attacked Mr Murdoch for his 
efforts lo extend (be shelf-life 
of satellite against the threat 
from cable, saying he had of- 
fered cable operators low rates 
to tie up programming in the 
long term because he was con- 
cerned about the competition. 

Mr Redstone said: “He really 
has got a stranglehold on the 
market and fa finally attracting 
a lot of scrutiny. Cable would be 
a competitor except that he's 
buying up cable programming 
by giving special rates. 

“There's nothing wrong with 
mergers or wanting to be big- 
ger. The question fa how you use 
that power," he said. 


the size of cancerous tumours 
in trials. Some estimates have 
suggested eventual revenues 
could top Slbn. 

However, the results, cover- 
ing 94 late-stage cancer pa- 
tients. are only preliminary and 
the drug has a long way to go 
before gaining approval from 
the regulatory authorities. 
Meanwhile. British Biotech, 
which was floated at 425p a 
share in 1992. has yet lo snow 
a profit or pay its investors a 
dividend. 


NIGEL COPE 

Charles and Maurice Saatchi. 
the former heads of the Saatchi 
advertising empire, were £10m 
better off yesterday when their 
new investment vehicle made a 
spectacular return to the slock 
market. Mick Jagger of the 
Rolling Stones, who owns 
shares in the company, has also 
made a significant gain. 

The Saatchi brothers have 
also emerged as part of a rescue 
team assembled to bail out 
Head, the troubled sports equip- 
ment maker. The brothers, who 
made £25m from the flotation 
of Adidas, will take a 5 per cent 
stake in the company 

Shares in Mcgalomedia. 
Maurice Saatdii’s vehide for ac- 
quisitions in the multimedia 
sector, soared to 83p on their 
first day's trading on the Al- 
ternative Investment Market 
yesterday. Shares in the com- 
pany had been suspended at 33p 
pending the company’s first 
two acquisitions. 

The soaring share price val- 
ues the Saatchis’ stake at £14m, 
compared with £3.5m prior to 
the re-listing. 

Mcgalomedia. which now has 
a value of £35m, is the new 
name for Graduate Appoint- 
ments Services, a recruitment 
agency run by Josephine Hart, 


Maurice Saatchi's wife. The 
company was listed on AIM ear- 
lier (his year but renamed pend- 
ing the acquisition of two media 
companies. Its return to AIM 
was overseen by Shaw Capital, 
which acted as nominated ad- 
visers. The Saatchis now account 
for around 40 per cent of the 
new company. 

Mcgalomedia has acquired 
two companies including For- 
ward Publishing, which pro- 
duces magazines for companies 
such as Tesco and Marks & 
Spencer. Megolamedia also 
took a 39.8 per stake in The 
Framestore, a digital special ef- 
fects company. It favours an ag- 
gressive acqusition strategy in 
multi-media groups. 

In a separate media devel- 
opment. Paul Hamlyn, a non- 
executive director of the 
publishing group Reed Elsevi- 
er, has made £21m following the 
sale of shares in the company. 
“I had a minor cash-flow prob- 
lem," he said. 

He sold two million shares in 
the company but retains 22 
million. Mr Hamlyn received his 
shares in the company after 
Reed International acquired 
Octopus Books in 1987 in a deal 
worth £535 m. It is the first 
tranche of shares he has sold 
and said he had no immediate 
plans to sell any more. 
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NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS 


NEW INTEREST RATES 


FOR PERSONAL LENDING 



interest rate 

Decreased Or 

AM 


XU 

Xu 

% 

With effect from 2nd January 1996 

Hume Loon Rale 

7.75 

0.20 

8.0 

Home Iiwnnement Loon Rate: 

Loans sanctioned before 26.4.89 

9.75 

0.20 

10.0 

Equity feta Lornt 

First Charge 

7.75 

0.20 

8.0 

1 Second Charge 

9.75 

0.20 

10.7 

| House Mage Rote 

7.75 

0.20 

7.9 


CREDIT ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE VARIED ACCORDINGLY 


The listening Bank 

Member HSBC O Group 


Midland Bank pic, 27 Poultry, London EC2P 2BX. 
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Datacom duds overshadow Racal 


As always. Ratal’s figures are a mixed 
bag in which good performances from 
a number of extremely promising 
businesses have been overshadowed by 
yet another dismal result from the com- 
pany's data products division. 

That is unfortunate, because it dis- 
tracts attention from the company’s 
undoubted entrepreneurial skills and 
the uncanny knack Sir Ernest Harri- 
son has shown over the years for re- 
alising shareholder value. 

The numbers themselves for the six 
months to September were in line with 
expectations - pre-tax profits of 
£3Q.lm. up 28 per cent, and a nice 20 
per cent rise in the interim payout to 
2.1p - so yesterday’s share price im- 
provement, up 6p to 276p, was a re- 
flection of the market’s welcome for 
the acquisition of British Rail's in- 
house telecommunications supplier 
for £133m. 

Buying in profits of £17.6m. the deal 
is expected to be eamings-cnhancing 
from day one and dilutes the impact 
of struggling modems, credit card ter- 
minals and other computer peripherals 
on the dominant data communications 
division. Owning the network should 
open some useful doors in both ’White- 
hall and the private sector. 

That is just as well given the slump 
into losses of the division once the ben- 
eficial contribution of Racal 's Came Jot 
stake is stripped out. 

Without CameloL, da taco ms made 
a £5m loss compared with an £800,000 
profit last year, itself apathetic return 
on sales of almost £2 00m. 

The company makes two points, 
both of which cany some weight 
First Camelot is an integral part of the 
datacoms division - if it were not so 
high-profile, and the rest of the busi- 
ness so arcane to the average observ- 
er, no one would consider stripping it 
out in the first place. 

Second, the division is showing 
every sign of having bottomed out - 
new management has an impressive 
track record in turning around other 
apparent basket cases. 

But with no one claiming that break- 
even is any closer than IS months away, 
data communication is still a heavy drag 
on the rest of Racal, itself something 
of a curate's egg. 

Margins are under pressure at the 
biggest earner, Specialised Businesses, 
the up-front costs of trying to win the 
Government’s Bowman radio con- 
tract are draining Radio Comms, and 
marine and energy work is highly 
competitive so Racal was more than 
usually dependent on an impressive 10 
per cent return on sales from its de- 
fence companies. 

Profits for the full year to March are 
now expected to reach £73m compared 
with last year’s £583m, putting the 


shares on a prospective price/earnings 
ratio of 16. There is plenty of growth 
potential in Racal, but the shares have 
had a strong run over the past few years 
and, with an unexciting yield, they are 
high enough. 

Siebe’s future 
looking rosy 

Siebe’s business mix, ranging from 
process controls to compressed air, is 
hardly one to set pulses racing, but it 
continues to produce one of the best 
performances in the engineering sec- 
tor. it is also testimony to the acqui- 
sition skills of Barrie Stephens, the 
chairman, who has spent more than 
£13bn in the past 12 years picking up 
businesses. 

Yesterday’s 21 per cent rise in in- 
terim profits to £144m for the half-year 
to September means Siebe makes 
nearly as much in six months as it made 
in 12 in 1991. The profits were struck 
on turnover 19 per cent ahead at £12bn 
and the half-way dividend rises 10 per 
cent to 4.44p. 

The power house of the group con- 
tinues to be Forcboro, the US group ac- 
quired for £357m in 1990 which led the 
way in automated controls for indus- 
trial plants. 

It has gained a useful one or two 
points of market share in the past 12 


months, taking it close to 14 per cent, 
where it is challenging the mdnstiy lead- 
ers, Honeywell and Emerson. 

That performance helped to spur a 
26 per cent rise in operating profits to 
£68m from Siebe’s mam control systems 
division. 

With the launch of new Foxboro 
products and stroog growth rates in cap- 
ital goods markets across the developed 
world, the future looks set fair for the 
operation. 

Generally a late-cycle business, 
process controls has been helped by the 
maturity of the worldwide economic re- 
covery, but Siebe's strength is reflect- 
ed in the performance of the more 
consumer-orientated temperature and 
appliance controls business. 

in a market for white goods esti- 
mated to be down around 3 per cent 
this year, the division has done well to 
raise operating profits 8 per cent to 
£63. 6m. However, although customer 
stock levels should improve in the sec- 
ond half, lower bousing starts in the US 
and a drop in automotive production 
could keep the lid on sales growth in 
the short term. 

Aside from the small worries sur- 
rounding US consumer markets, the 
outlook is good for Siebe. Orders up 
19 percent stand at a record £770m ana 
bolt-art acquisitions have still to kick 
in fully. An extra £10-2in in additional 
profits has already been squeezed out 
of the six picked up last year and the 
four acquired so Ear in 1995 should con- 


tribute £8.9m in a full year, even be- 
fore treatment. 

Group profits of £320m would put 
the shares at 768p. up 29p, on a for- 
ward p/e of 18, which is up with 
events. 


Racal: at a glance 


Marfrat value: £78Bm, stoe pries 227p 


Trading record 


Pre-tax profits (2m) 


Dividends per share (pence) 


1933 

947 

47.7 

102 

4.25 


1994 

916 

26.4 

5.5 

425 


1995 

950 

58.3 

13.6 

5.00 


1994 1995 

- — r Half year . 

479.8 505.6 


23.5 

5.73 

2.10 


30.1 

7.09 

1.75 


Operating profit 

by activity, % 
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Acquisitions pay 
off for Sage 

Technology stocks can have a nasty 
habit of turning sour, as shareholders 
in companies such as Tadpole Tech- 
nology and MDIS will testify. But, so 
far, Sage Group, the Newcastle-based 
writer of accounting software, has 
proven a we tome exception to the rule. 

Since its flotation in 1989 the shares 
have risen more than tenfold. They 
jumped a further 13 per cent to 3L2p 
yesterday on the back of a bullish end- 
of-year statement. Pre-tax profits for 
the year to September were up 57per 
cent to £22.4m, marginally ahead of ex- 
pectations, but this alone did not ex- 
plain the jump in the shares. 

A key factor in Sage’s success is that, 
once it secures a customer, it makes 
much more money from after-sales ser- 
vice than it does out of the original 
contract. 

Yesterday's news that sales to new 
customers were up 20 per cent in the 
UK business and 24 per cent in the US 
means that more growth is on the way. 
Sage already has 161,000 support con- 
tracts and lak year these operations ac- 
counted for £48m of the group’s £102m 
sales. 

The other part of the Sage model 
that is working nicely is its approach 
to acquisitions. Sage's model is to start 
overseas expansion with a small ac- 
quisition which it then knocks into 
shape. 

Saari, the French group that was ac- 
quired last year, is a classic example. 
It contributed £3m in the year and its 
margins have already been improved 
from 7 to 11 per cent with more to 
come. Similar i mp ro v ements are hoped 
for at Sybel the other French business 
acquired last month. 

There are potential dangers. One is 
a downturn in new customer con- 
tracts, which would have a knock-on 
effect on support revenue. 

Another is that of a larger competitor 
moving into Sage's niche, although the 
company's brand name and distribu- 
tion agreements represent high barri- 
ers to entry. 

UBS is forecasting profits of £30.4m 
this year, which puts the shares on a 
forward rating of 17. 

That seems high, but set against ex- 
citing prospects n is not too demand- 
ing. Good value. 


Simon Pin combe CITY DIART 


Balloon goes up on a 
top-level Virgin deal 



Taking the plunge: Necker, Richard Branson’s Caribbean patch 


Horizontal integration at the 
top of Richard Branson's fi- 
nancial services empire. Tbny 
Wood, the blonde twen- 
tysomething responsible for 
marketing the Virgin Pep, has 
swifo 


his number two, Rae Lantor. 
Not known to look a gift horse 
in the mouth, the young Virgins 
have accepted the Bearded 
One’s traditional offer to mar- 
ry on his Caribbean island, 
Necker, over Christmas. 

Mr Branson would normal- 
ly attend the wedding of two 
key marketing directors. Un- 
fortunately, (and il falls to ns 
to confirm the disappointing 
news to the happy couple) the 
legendary aviator will not be 
able to join in the festivities. 
He will be attempting to lose 
his life in the most spectacu- 
lar balloon voyage since the 
Hindenburg had a spot of 
bother on her final approach. 

Which begs the question as 
to what would happen to the 
Virgin empire should the un- 
thinkable happen. Mr Bran- 
son must have had the devil’s 


own job in thrashing out a 
key man insurance policy. 

Not that this should con- 
cern the honeymooneis, who 
can look forward to the run 
of the 10-bedroom Guest 
House, with 26 staff to cater 
for their every whim. 

Still, Mr Branson may yet 
drop in. Those polar winds 
are notoriously unpredictable, 

At least the betrothed can 
rest assured that there will be 
no let-up in the Virgin mar- 
keting drive. Determined that 
as many as possible should at- 
tend its Christmas party at 
the Kensington Roof Gardens 
last night. Virgin Direct sent 
a minibus to hover outside 
the National Westminster 
Bank party in Bishopsgate 
Hall. Justin case there were 
ary waverers, you under- 
stand. 

Leafing through a battered . 
copy of Charles Forte’s auto- 
biography (not the rattling 
good read the cover would 
suggest) one can see why the 


Mdvyn the Money Spider leaves the KJeinwort Benson web to 
return to his original lair at Barclays de ZoeteWedd. The 
market-maker in smaller companies’ shares (his mother 
would know him as Melvyn Marks) has already left his desk. 
“The tacky chap has got foe month off,” says a former Klein- 
wort colleague who professes not to know why IVJr Marks is 
known as the money spider, “ft is because lie Is small, dark 
and difficult to get on with/” reveals another acquaintance. 


Wontner family fought so 
hard to prevent the restaura- 
teur from gaining full control 
of the Savoy. Preserved for 
posterity on the centre pages 
is a photograph of the origi- 
nal menu at foe Savoy Care 
(no connection to the hotel) 
which Charles’ immigrant fa- 
ther ran in Alloa, Scotland. 

The Cafe, which seated 60 
people, was on Alloa's main 
shopping street. And while 
the author insists it was “kept 
spotless and the service was 
willing and friendly 1 ', any- 
thing further removed from 
the synonymous London ho- 
tel is difficult to imagine. 

The “fancy drinks” (price 
8d) did not run to anything 
more exotic than a Phoenix 
club soda and a chocolate 
pluff (don’t ask). Similarly the 
Auto Smash was not the sort 
of thing you would expect to 
see on the menu of a top 
London establishment. Quite 
what a Hippodrome Phos- 
phate was is anybody’s guess. 

On the subject of the Forte 
bid, it seems that Granada 
was unable to convince-the 
City that its planned diversifi- 
cation was more interesting 
than the Budget Attempts to 
sell a 4.15 briefing on 28 No- 
vember to one analyst was 
met with' “a full and frank ex- 
change of views’*. 


CHRISTMAS CDs FOR 
EVERY READER WITH 
THE INDEPENDENT 


W e are offering readers the 
opportunity to collect four 
CDs in our exclusive 
Christmas CD offer. 

Real Blues, a collection of ten 
tracks performed by ten original 
artists, is the second of four CDs we 
are offering you this week for only 
£2.99 each. The other CDs available 
include Christmas Carols, Classical 
Masterpieces and Rock’n’Roll 
Legends. 

For £2.99 a copy, including free 
postage and packing. Real Blues is 
the ideal stocking filler for Christmas. 
You may order as many Real Blues 
CDs as you wish for £2.99 each but 
first you must collect two differently 
numbered tokens. 

Yesterday we gave you Token 3. 
Tbday we are printing Token 4 and 
the order form. Tomorrow, we will 
print Token 5 for our next CD, 
Classical Masterpieces. 

The same collection formula applies 
to the other CDs available in our 
offer - for each different title you 
must collect two differently numbered 
tokens. The last token will appear in 
the paper on Saturday 9 December. 

Please ensure that your order is 
received by Tuesday 12 December 
1995 to guarantee delivery before 
Christmas. If your order is received 
after this date, please allow 28 days 
for delivery. The offer closes on 31 
March 1996. The offer is subject to 
availability and is applicable to 
readers in the UK and Republic or 
Ireland (please send Sterling only). 

If you have any queries, please call: 
01708386888. 
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IpihHMmdwnt Chrtstw* CDs Order Form 


Please complete your order form Ip block capitals. 


lWe: (Mr/Mrs/Ms) Initiated. 
Surname: 


-"":p ’ 


Address^ 


UNo 


. tqtyJCUiMniM Carols 
. (qty)Real Blues 
. (qty)CIassical Masterp i e ces 
. (qty)Rock ‘K’ Rod Legends 


Total number of CDs (each at £2.99) 


Total value of cbeque/pretal order 1 
£ 


Please m ake cbcquesTpostnl orders payable lo 
“Newspaper Publishing IP2”. Enclose yocr 
cheque, order form, tokens and send to: Indepen- 
dent Quirt mas CDs Offer, Admail 494 , Stratford 
Place, London W 1 E 9HR. Please write your 
name and address on the back of year cheque. 
Please allow 28 days delivery. The dosing date is 
31 March 199b. Offer subject to availability and 
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applicable to readers in the UK and Eire (please 1 1 • . ' II ■ 

wad Sterling only). J { “ V ■ 


Q Please lick this box if 500 do not wish to 
receive future mailings from Newspaper Publish- 
ing pic or from companies approved by Newspa- 
per Pub lishing pic. Registered in England 
1908967 New s paper Publishing pic. 






¥ INDEPENDENT 


SEE TOMORROWS PAPER FOR TOKEN 5 


IN BRIEF 


Wessex Water attacks Charter decision 

Nicholas Hood, chairman ofWksses attacked as “unsound" 

the Government’s derision to refuse Charter mark applications 
from all water companies because of the severe problems expe- 
rienced by some firms during the drought. He said that Wessex, 
which bad no water restrictions, had been “surprised and de- 
moralised’' by the move. He was speaking as Wessex announced 
an IS per cent increase la interim pre-tax profits to £68.4m. The 
half-time payout increases by 13.6 per cent to 5p. 

Strong profits flow at Hozefock 

Hozelock, the garden hoses to fighting group, said it had bene- 
fited from a strong end to the summer season across Europe as 
it announced a 32 per cent rise in annual profits to £9J27m yes- 
terday. The company is confident “at this eariy stage’' about 
prospects for foe coming season in all its key markets. Turnover 
in foe year to September jumped a third to £51.5m and a final 
dividend of 6p raises the total for the year by 18 per cent to 8.7p. 

Pet City placing raises £20m 

Pet City, the pet superstore group seeking a listing on AIM, has 
been priced at 300p a share, valuing the company at £72.8 m. The 
placing was over-subscribed and will raise £20m. 

Leigh Interests halves interim 

Waste treatment group Leigh Interests has halved its interim div- 
idend and plans to reduce capacity and costs in the light of cur- 
rent and foreseeable market conditions. The dividend is cot from 
2.46p to l-23p on a £lm fall in interim profits to £4.2m for the 
six months to September. Turnover rose 5 per cent to £60. 6m. 

Eld ridge Pope boosts turnover by 31% 

Eldridge Pope, the Dorchester-based regional brewer, lifted 
turnover 31 percent to £55m and taxable profits by 34 per cent 
to £3 .54m in the year to 30 September. The dividend total is be- 
ing lifted to 4.6p through a final payment of 2.95p. 

Century Inns targets £22. 7m 

Century Inns, the owner of 316 pubs, is raising £22.7m via a plac- 
ing and intermediaries offer of 20 million snares at 120p 


Dealings in the shares are expected to start on 19 December. The 
price of the offer valued the company at £47. 4m. 

Morrison Construction profits double 

Morrison Construction, the recently floated building company, 
announced more than doubled pre-tax profits for foe six mrmths 
to September of £3.18m (£1 -54m) compared with a forecast at 
the time of flotation of not less man £3.06 bl 
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Midlands pays 
special dividend 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Midlands Electricity bolstered 
its defences against further 
takeover fads with a £l-a-share 
special dividend and a £54.60 re- 
bate for customers after next 
week’s demerger of foe Na- 
tional Grid Company. 

A previous agreed acquisition 
by the generator, PowerGen, 
lapsed in November after the 
Government referred it to foe 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. 

Bryan Townsend, chairman, 
said foe move reflected Mid- 
lands’ underlying strength and 
ability to go forward “in any 
eventuality’’, including as an in- 
dependent company. He re- 
fused to comment on whether 
there have been approaches 
by other suitors since Power- 
Gen’s offer lapsed, but he 
added: “There are other op- 
tions. Other thing s might hap- 
pen. If a company bids & us we 
will have to put it to share- 
holders.” 

Qry analysts said that any fu- 
ture bid by PowerGen, should 


the MMC allow it, would now 
have to be higher than foe pre- 
vious £10-a-share. One said: 
“This shows that Midlands is a 
good solid company and that 
PowerGen will have to come 
back with something more to 
gain control." The share price 
rose 34p to dose at 965p. 

The merger negotiations cost 
Midlands £4.9m in the six 
months to 30 September. Ptiw- 
erGen still has almost 21 per 
cent of foe company and will 
gain about £40m from foe spe- 
cial dividend. 

Midlands’ pre-tax profits fell 
to £9 2.7m in the first half of the 
year from £102.4m a year ear- 
lier, largely due to higher in- 
terest costs after a share 
buy-back and bid costs. 

The interim dividend is up 
31.7 per cent to 1225p and foe 
company has said that foe full- 
year payout wfll be 37p, an in- 
crease of 24.4 per cent. 

Midlands’ gas subsidiary 
made an operating loss of £1 3m 
in the six months because of the 
sharp fall in spot prices and foe 
problems of Over-supply in the 
marketplace. 


Disposal at buoyant 
Triplex on target 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

!ex Lloyd, foe West Mid- 
castings group, is in. 
“serious negotiations" to sell its 

operation. CoUn^Co^e^chafr- 
man, said yesterday he expected 
foe business to be sold by year- 
end if there were no hitches. 

That would leave another 
eight companies stiU.to'so in the 
engineering dmaonownch has 
been up for sale for some time. 


something over the net asset 
value of £7 Jim for foe busi- 
nesses now on the block. 

The comments came as foe 
company reported sharply 
higher interim profits, up 57 per 
cent to £5.92m at foe operating 
level, before interest and a 
£1.48m loss on the sale of 
Hempsted Glazing Systems. 

Strong demand from the 
petrochemical industry and a 
toraround from losses in one of 
its high-performance castings 


businesses saw profits from the 
power division leap from 
£1.89m to £3.88m. Firth Vick- 
ers turned in a “small profit’’ this 
■ time, against losses of around 
'£650,000 in 1994, helping to 
boost power division margins 
from 5.1 to 8.5 per cent. 

Results from foe automo- 
tive business, involved in larger 
castings, dipped after a rise of 
£400,000 in pension costs. Prof- 
its there fen from £2.04m to 
£1.95m. 

Triplex's order growth has 
flattened off in foe latest six 
months, rising by under 1 per 
cent lo £65.2m, compared with 
a 22 per cent increase in the 
same period last year. 

Since the year-end, the com- 
pany has received £5ra from foe 
sale of its share of a property 
near junction nine of the M6, 
cutting gearing to around 20 per 
cent If top expectations are re- 
alised, a further £l0m could 
come from developing a further 
39 acres nearby. 
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National Grid flotation adds spice to Footsie shake-up 


mmmm 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



share ^de* 
coidd be due for hs biggest 

for years. The ven- 
ule committee that decrees 
-the constitution of Footsie 
foeets today to declare the 
'»-> ■** '^ nncr s and fosers for the next 
. .three months. 

'Its test has been cbmpK- 
rated by the flotation of Na- 

M* fj°^prid,c3peaedtogoiato 
'3ir?-i foe next few days. 

. The Grid's arrival pats in 

- leonarrfv thi» mniinun. 
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which have decided to sp read 
foejr Gnd holdings among 
their shareholders. 

-The committee has to 
cpntejd with woeful peifor?; 
nwnces by some of Etootae's 
members; Aijo Wiggins Ap- 
pleton is now 166p against a 
year’s hi^iof290p,-De La Rne 
648p against l,0S4p and Inch- 


- So, on the surface, the com- 
mittee has some tough deci- 


sions to make which could 
lead toNatioual Grid arriving 
with asxnany as fonrather new- 
comers. 

Besides fretting about Foot- 
sie foe stock market had to 
contend with a surprise share 
sale -and the threatof others 
- by foe Government 

It sold 301 million British 
Petroleum shares through SBC 
Vfarbmgnfticb picked them up 
at 5Q8p and pushed them out 
to institutions at 513p. 

The exercise knocked BP, 
leaving the shares at 517p, 
down from 531p. 

Until foe BP escapade be- 
came known shares were do- 
bog their best to move in the 
same direction as a record- 
breaking New York. Then 
came the BP disposal, fuelling 
stories the Government was 
unloading stakes in 30 other 
companies. Although such 
fears were unfounded, at least 
in the short term, It was 
enough Jo bring another heady 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


run to a grinding hah and 
leave the index 5J5 lower at 
3.6642. 

The current array of take- 
over candidates looked a little 
limp. Although above their 
lowest levels GRE finished 6p 
down at 277p; Legal & General 
Sp at 681p and Standard Char- 
tered lOp at 604p. 

Ladbrake. Monday's hot tip, 
contained its fall to Up at 
157 Jp while Bass, the per- 
ceived bidder, dipped 15p to 
669p. Pub chain JD Wether- 
spoon edged ahead 2p to 639p 
as some suggested it could 
turn out to be the Bass target. 

The bio-babes had another 
eventful session. British 
Biotech was suddenly stripped 


of its high-flying status, plung- 
ing JlOp to l.hflSp but BTG, 
the old British Technology 
Group, continued to romp 
ahead, gaining S2p to an 825p 
peak. 

Profit warnings hit BTR, off 
14p at 320p. and Allied Col- 
loids. the chemical group. 2p 
to 125p. 

Acorn Computer was the 
day's outstanding performer, 
jumping 44p to 192p on reports 
it had developed a receiver that 
allows surfing on the Internet, 
linking television with tele- 
phones. A deal with a leading 
US computer group is also 
thought to be likely. 

Acorn's main claim has been 
hs 43 per cent stake in Advance 


RISC Machines w hich has de- 
veloped a new and powerful 
computer chip. Memory Cor- 
poration added ISpto460pfcrf- 
iowing a presentation. 

Break-up talk continued to 
influence Lonrho, up 5p to 
i72p. and Mercury Asset Man- 
agement improved l6p to 908p 
on talk National Westminster 
Bank, about to sell its US 
arm. would pounce. Nat West 
managed an 1 ip gain to 672p. 

Megatomedia. the latest 
Saatchi vehicle, made an out- 
standing return to AIM. Sus- 
pended at 33p the shares 
closed at 83p. Celebrated 
Group made a subdued debuL 
The shares traded at 19p. The 
company raised £2.25 m by a 
placing at ISp. Celebrated has 
two hotels and five themed 
restaurants. Manx & Over- 
seas. traded on the Ofex mar- 
ket at 3lp, is due to arrive on 
AIM next week. 

.As the batik for Forte raged 
and some anticipated action at 


Ladbroke. the shares of 
Queens Moat Hoases. the 
dcbl-laden group once a lead- 
ing hotel force, gained Zp to 
ll_5p in busy trading. The 
shares have risen 2p this week 
on talk of a takeover strike with 
the redusive Barclay brothers, 
who recently acquired Lon- 
don's Rit2 for £7 5m, regarded 
as die most likely predators. 

Elam, I he fashion chain, 
put on ISp to 196p on talk of 
a renewed South African bid. 
The Lewis family, through 

Oceana Investment, own 37.19 
per cenL 

Aviva Petroleum fell 13p to 
42p as takeover talks were 
called off and Wensum. a 
clothing group; rose another 6p 
to 146p on bid speculation. 

Devro International, the 
sausage skin maker, dipped 
2_5p to 234 .5p. After the mar- 
ket dosed it announced US au- 
thorities had agreed 10 the 
takeover of Teepak subject to 
asset sales. 


TAKING STOCK 


3 Christies International, 
the auctioneer, hardened to 
209p as Joe Lewis, a secretive 
Bahamas- based investor, lin- 
ed bis stake to 20.44 per cent, 
buying 4 million shares. Mr 
Lewis has been steadily 
building his Christies stake 
although the company has 
taken the view he is a passive 
investor with no intention of 
bidding, Mr Lewis, who once 
ran a London-based leisure 
business, is believed to specu- 
late in the currency market. 
Christies is thought to be 
his only big corporate 
investment 

3 Shares of Psiun. the hand- 
held computer group which 
have romped ahead, hit a 
buffer when NatWesl Securi- 
ties Slopped ma rket- making 
in Che shares. With only Bar- 
clays de Zoete Wedd still act- 
ing, Psion will be relegated to 
the obscure Seat market. The 
shares fell 25p to &35p. 
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SHARE PRICE DATA 

Priaak arc m sierling irca-pi when- uaud. The ncld in la-i year's JnuJcnd. gr>iai:d up 
by piacentai. 4 pc rex nDjv iiflhc ■Jure jmcc. Thtr pricv/oaminj-. (P.'El ratio i-. ihe 
Nharc price divided hy tan year's canunpt per dure, excluding cox-pi kinal uwtr> 

Other details: *r £* rights a Ex-dnidcnd a Ea-dN u Unfisted Sccunfics Marfa. ( 
9 Suspended pp Partly Paid pm Nil Paid Shares. S**trc,- FutsUL 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index iDl/wn you in jeoy. aai- umc share prices hy plum- fn/m Su>|. Siraph dial 
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RICHARD EDMONDSON 

AsMaster Oats, the Gold Cud 
w ™* r * plodded to a standstill 
at Cbepstow oh Sataday his 
performance was a mystery to 


storeman. He thought the field- 
ing had been doped. 

This viewer was no squealing 
punter fromtheTScEdgs, either 
it was Riter Beaumont, who’ 
trained a Gold Cup winner of 
his own in 1993; when Jodami 
was successful 
It- remains Beautboafs con- 
viction that Jodami was “got at” 
the foflowing season when his 
gelding performed bafflingly 
in Chepstow’s Rehearsal Chase, 
And when the Brandsby train- 
er witnessed the latest running 
ofthe event at the weekend he 
could have been excused for 
checking if the video-machine 
was running. 

"I. don't think it’s occurred to 
anyone else that Master Oats 
ran like Jodami did in that- 
same race,” Beaumont said 
yesterday. 

“When it was happening on 
Saturday we.aQ said that was ex- 
actly like we were two years ago. 
Maker Oats was under.pressane 
from half-way and then he 
made a bad mikake. Jodami did 
finish when he ran, but it was 

Jockeys are 
scolded by 
angry Rowe 

Local trainer Richard Rowe de- 
scribed yesterday’s abandon- 
meat of racing at Plampton 
because ofsnowasan “absolute 
joke”. The meeting was can- 
celled after the jockeys had 
been recalled from the start of 
the fifth race. 

Rowe, who had a runner in 
each of the last three scheduled 
races, said: “I don't blame the 
stewards - the jockeys pain 
icked. It was snowing, but two 


NAP: Sharp Imp 
(UngfieJd UjO) 

NBfc Douce Mason - 
(Leicester 3 jOG) 


minutes after the abandonment 
there was brilliant sunshine. 
At four o’clock, an bounand a 
half afterwards, there’s not a 
snowflake in sight,, and you 
could easily run ' tym Tices. 
Stewards have to be guided by 
the jockeys, and they couldn’t 
wait to get home. Whitf are they 
rushing home for? Neigh-, 
hours?” 

Bost and snow is a threat to 
several other race meetings this 
week. 
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flop worries Beaumont 


only his courage that got him 
home.”„. : 

The similarities are indeed 
striking. .When Jodami went 

w a ^ fivern Brieve as the 
. Blue Riband victor he was con- 
^fiered to be in peak condition 


o^wSESiCS 

for the previous two 


ever nick for a' seasonal debut 
On Saturday. . . 

, late of two pities does not 
diwrge from there. Jodami was 
soit off a 2-7 favourite in a 

KofrwA kl.w J.' - _ . ■ -- 


chance three ouL He finxdied 
third, behind Party Politics and 
Riverside Boy (who was 201b 
out of the handicap). After the 
race, Jodami blew so hard that 


his attendants feared he was 
dose to a heart attack* 

When his box returned home 
to Foulrice Farm, the Yellow 
Pages listing Car paramedics 
had already been turned down 
at the comer, but Jodami scam- 


Hke a lamh on Praac. When ibe 
vet attended, the horse was so 
well in himself that be looked 
ready for a canter, lists un- 
covered nothing to explain his 
display. There was nothing 
proved, but we all had our 
thoughts after the race,” Beau- 

. mont said. 

While there were some who 
fancied Saturday’s winning out- 
sider Grange Brake (who 
touched 14-1 and 16-1 before 
setting off at 12-1), there were 
also bookmakers prepared to 


lay Master Oats against his two 
rivals. There were several 
recorded wagers of iZUUft and 
£1,000 before the nine-year-old 
finished at fus shortest price of 
4-9. 

All went weQ until the chest- 


on a fence with the rigour of a 
bull at a cape. “He gave me the 
feel of a Gold Cup winner for 
a circuit, going through the 
mud like no other horse 1 have 
ridden,” Jamie Osborne, the 
jockey, reported, “but, turning 
for home, the engine just 
stopped running.” 

Master Oats, who was pulled 
up after four out, was found to 
be blowing abnormally hard 
and sweating profusely' which 
his trainer. Kim Bailey, con- 
sidered to be a symptom of in- 


Banker to fill Hartington’s seat 


Christopher Sporborg, a stew- Lord Harrington has acted as 

aid, banker and permit trainer, chairman of the BHB since its 
was no m i na ted by the Jockey- inception but Sporborg is not 
Gub yesterday to succeed Load expected to stand for election 
Harrington on the British to that post, enabling Lord 
Horeeradng Board. Wakeham to become the new 

Currently best known as the chairman, 
chairman' of United Race- Also the deputy chairman of 
courses, owners of Epsom, Hambros pic. Sporborg has 
Sandown and Kemp ton, held a number of positions 

Sporborg will take up his new within raring but his member- 
position from 7 June 1996 and ship of the Tote Board will be 
serve for four years. of particular value to the BHB. 

£r':' -!'ji 

HYPERION 

LOO Jyrrsam Jotraiy 230 ChaBenger Du Luc 

3-30 Viaggio 3J)0 Sfver Shred 

2jOO StWrtAN SHYER (nap) 330 Once More For Luck 

GODK% Owe Course - Good to Pima (Good ta Jtecesl; hunflr coume - Good U> teA 
(wlih gob paLchea). 

■ K^Dnod, andulsOis ooarae, «Ui ■ might rate Runte oT 2R0y»te. 

[ ■ Coarse b 3 miles wxOMait oT cty off A8. Ldetecrnflmr «««lon (London, Si Pan- 
1 mas - SjdBefcJ fine) over 2 mfler toeag. ADbOSSlOIi: CSi6 HZ’ Ttmenolk SS; S/Mr 
BbiR S-l. (accamranfed ander-15e tec). CAB PARK: Ffee. SB*r Ring Co- Put - £16 
; admits e*r and ten occupftnis. 


■ tfiAWNG TSAINKRS-WrtH RUNNERS: U C Pipe - 19 «tamcn tern 73 nmnera 
gives asnccesft ratio (tf 20.I3H and s tea toil level stake of £23.87; Mrs J PtOnsn - 
JSwintm, 56 naaeas, 332%, SlLOliDrOcboImm- 12 stawn, 42 nmners, 288K, 
+£14784; O Bvsad -5 wtamen, 14 ranneta, 36.7%, +£1784. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Dunwoody- 1 1 alnnesi, 68 rides, 1 0%, -£2flJ 6; A Msgali* 
-Birinnin, 56 ddcs, 18.1* -S2386; WlfaiatOB-7 wtanas, 47 tUes, 148W, +£1021; 
C XJencHTB - 5 wionera, 23 rides, 23.1%, +£734. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SHVH? DATS: None. 

LONe-MSTANCK RUNNERS: Jimfam<Mmr(ljOO) bra been sent IKJmtetyJJO'Neffl 
OomSkcMcD Wood End, Cambria. 


nr?vil BIRCH HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3J000 added 2m 4f 
110yds Panrtty Vtfoe £2^» 

.1. 22P&V MMmaKrmvmiQ£S&wvatw"Hax^*ii&-MAmvnki 

2 tontm JYMUM JOWCT W tASan JScfaaaaeniJiyNBMglllOtBaii _AP McCoy 

3 331442- BHBNMfpsa) (CD|P DmMJSpsadng 12118 MraTSpistegO] 

4 flDB 417- OURSUBMNE(S54)RpisHMeaHa0MOACani971X7 — BPteefl 

5 2B1344 : TWICE AMSB7 *iteM«5Dftd»tai B JIB Wtteste 

S «22fF MmBHrjD Wfc»M*alB#l*5ll<CHfcBtL4 ; Lltety 

7 333134 HOW m(H<fetefWCty BIO 12 IlMiter 

S .BHPM DOCIDRDEMR{iqiRNVRtelB)SDm41D8 ADfcten 

9 -2BBEN> MmHSaBUXiPMVStaRUWS tm BlO'O ... —Uteris 

10 BRBD ^RSOKnUWOteSntaCDabMilMkrBlOO BFantonp) 

~ 10 dadacad - 

*MMiun «4jht lost W hanttip «4jfit Escape Tat BO OH 

BDlB«t7-2lMteJte^«-lltoU0«iMe»AN0it54FlwterBlK7-lBktarm8-lOir 

TteiiiMpi. 12-lattara ••• 

ISMtakw Sited 4 ID 2B PdmM 9-2 OCqnkiT.FanB) 10 an 
- FORM GUIDE 

Bfedwwrean uwaB)' be ntled anTtt seta alrangsMop and tfte aoe ooukf be rvi &> sun 
1YMMM JOiWir,wt)o come torn JnMnd to eaten Eureswniai Keiso nb»bayBBB£«- 
thou^ he made afi at SanOown tea* soB6on,Jyrrqam Johnny saemeabaner suted by watt- 
^ leote atNato. He »« going w«i bao«en tt« tet two. yoi astad » go on and 

ran ort)f At ttio fttal 50 janli and ms waar wtee tfan Jba brigh-antbaworter margin 
su^bb. Tha araatw and a half ftatangi shoUM not te a problem and ha rrnw be aiwad 
of the handteappor. iVdca A Mgit mads a promieiig comeback at Bangor (2m ID with her 
fourth hortra Tmcenco. some way daw of Jyntfam Johhny [4ft> screo In), <Mk] was oteo hav- 
fog Ms Arst race at the season. Suing ty Oats out of a Cefbc Gone mare. Turn A M0x 
chnJd be nttad ty iNs Icngei' trtp and she b betenhen hor latest run at Newcastle mates 
Stele one a ifofiniM rfoanea. PteMtor Bsjr has yoi to recoptee last saasart tarn 
arid Karfad has e beaar chance at the s«l0*s. When ha won owr an o«ra furlong at Nw- 
Vr&wm in February te hW ihe teeate, Jyrr^an Johnny, b long way hadt Ui sovenm. Bo- 
Fg3fo beoer In. Kadartta nloty wltfnod, fltoutft stelter tab as sra©ttar«Jw|oO , Nea-B 
m-yottKAl Is arwher maUar. Ite UgM Is MAowhunfla* after wm Ws n handicap chas- 
es. IT he has not been put off, he « motym onttw same rating as let, sacondu Utontfte 
«er hudas at Hordiwdon in October. Them was not a gsat deal in Doctor Death's tmt 
run lor new comecflonB atTowoesnr last momh. 

SefocttoK JYMJAM JOHNNY. 

nrail CHESTNUT CONDmONAL JOCKEYS* SELUNO HURDLE 
l-^^l (CLASS F) £2jB00 added 2m Penalty Value £1£94 

1 WS UTIlEBUCKFDOTpa) ULHanW JLHari5 7 116 ; PMeUwgte 

2. 544 IMP VMflGD (E) (KfiMatn) WOay 7 116 SJoboun 

3 PO IM)iMB)(KA|MPCGCctye4HQtyrnai4110. OHmy 


The BHB hopes evemrafiy to 
acquire the betting organisation 
and Sporborg's nomination will 
double its representation fol- 
lowing Peter Jones' appointment 
to the Ibte earlier this year. 

Lord Harticgton will be 
standing down along with 
Michael Darnell, the board's In- 
dustry Committee member who 
docs not intend to seek re- 
election when his term of ap- 
pointment expires. 


lemal problems. The Upper 
Lam bourn trainer, ft must tv 
said, has nu time for doping the- 
ories, and believes instead that 
his horse broke a Mood vessel 
as he has done before. 

That, though, was over two 


urday when Master Oats broke 
so badly at Ulloxcicr that his 
trainer feared he would bleed 
to death. There was no sign of 
lhe red sniff on Saturday and lit- 
tle indication that the horse was 
an invalid in lhe days that fol- 
lowed. 

“There wasn't a scope at 
Chepstow, so we couldn't scope 
the horse and if you'd looked 
down his throat 24 hours later 
it would have shown nothing.** 
BaOey said yesterday. "Wc have 
to drop him down now and build 
him back up again, pul him into 
his work, scope him, and look 
again in a week's lime. 

“Every time a horse, espe- 
cially 2 Gold Cup horse like him. 
runs badly' you hear these sto- 
ries about horses being ‘got at*, 
but 99.9 per cent of the lime 
something appears within !0 
days to explain ix” 

Before the end of next week 
then, we may have evidence of 
a burst blood vessel: if not 
there is likely- to be. in the minds 
of people, including Peter 
Beaumont, another rupture - 
one in the integrity of the sport. 


4 PPP-00 RAFIBM (U) (If Uesr.i 1 1 Has & U 0 tDnooaty 

5 SKBXrA&sA^BBSttBUrttenwillD MWMatbrSi 

-5 darinrarf- 

BErmc: 54 UttB aacUM, 7-4 Rafter-i. 51 Sbrecky. 81 Wacew 12-1 Motfahntte 
1994: hope: Bscd 4 109 K Donkey 12-1 H Simpsor.i 7 o: 

FORM GUOE 

After two attempu. at trying to get away won n& fiau. Little nackftaol finally aieinsvtc s s 
aon and ran out an easy winner of 3 weak seller at Market Rasen last momn. irr.^tr at- 
tics wd no douta be employed ana he is gang u> tuke an the catching 3g&m. bir nss a 
USUfor course and VUOOO wdl40 have a chance o* beamtf iwi on rus ’o-m o: ^r?3- 
94. Viaggio missed Last s&ason and most ert i»s lorm rr. iw>3 94 was iinces. u m 
las run m a seOcr at Euler last Friday. An early nrastake so nearly out nim Hit c' 'Tie nx 
gna &wng bach mu ctnenlun alter that took its toe fum the frfth las. 7w .s an eat, 
chance u make amends and he was a neper class am.nai ar ns tesc e-en it it vets over 
forces. None ottho others Has much to recommend, although RaWer-J is a wunerai gie 
Rat and tes more enance Dun tils Hurdles form suggests. 

SaleeUoK VIAQQIO. 

JoTlnl SYCAMORE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £SJOOO added 3m 
l~5£] Penalty Value £3^55 

1 IP-1113 OVetlHE STREAM (18) [1^ g D Goatti £ E C Gootan h Baty 9 13 0 — TJMwpbyPl 

2 122F-3 SPARTAN SUER (48) (C) Ocrtl SomeBeyOTi N Gasdee 9 11 12 Clinwtyn 

3 13-2213 ROHAN? CREBt (20) (D) (RF) &*e nl Amcfi 6 BaOng 6 11 -1 A P McCoy 

4 145-121 CAPA Will (U) (D) IMss N f Uiesga; Ms i Pnnen 5 11 0.„ WManm 

5 F0C23-1 MCRLUP [1W (Lad CadDgani Ca? T Fcraer 8 11 0 ATtarnmn 

6 333155- IHimKM(283}(n WudHU|PtMUrl310fi RBefltey 

7 5UU040 SVPQSM CU] (I Kmp) Mis S Small 7100 tUadCbest 

- 7 doctored - 

Mrtem mm 10a Tiue Handkap weitfic 5«a5ln Sstaa., 

BEtDItt 54 Gfon Vaty JW Owr Tte Sbwo, 81 Spada SRw, 51 Mcktap. 51Rem»y Craek. 
14-1 Mwiwter. 854 Sapptato 
1994; Uetoags 10 U 13 A Mag#E 4 1 (D McMWn) U an 
FORM GUIDE 

Having won so well a Kempun on his comeback. fittFA VAIlTs detoai by Him f* 3 *® at 
Mamet Resan was not quae the setback n seemed after me winner went on to take a bet- 
ter race at Newcastle- Gape vatu has reamed wmmng farm since men with a cnrnfntabte- 
success at Warwick and, although ne is up 8th for that and faces by far Ns softest task, nc 
is a progress** sht-yaarufo and may be equal to trie challenge. Over The Stream ran so 
well bom 17H) out ofthe hanOcap when there to Young Hustler at Aintree laa time and 
ml^ft even have been second had he lumped the tot two boner. He had been unoeaten 
m throe previous runs iho season, thou£i thereto no ouesuon hews a ttMe fanunafa to 
have teld Ronaqr Craek by a nec« at Stratford O Osocer after the runner, up had bkn- 
derea at the fourth last- ternary Oneek made up lor that with a defeat of f*nfa at Cartel* 
soon after and wbs without his usual visor when only thud behind Giipa Valu's stabtemate. 
Smith's Band, at VWncenum last Bmo. Wide Romany Creek is undojwedy suued by a longer 
trip, this Is a stiff three mttos and at me vwy least he has every eftanoe of putting the raaortf 
Stral^n wrth Ow The Stream on 4b better terms. Ntdcbqi gst her nanpmg together at Tow- 
cesier last month and was aUe to put last season's Instating time bemnd her. Even then 
she made hwd work of s and Spartan Steer has a better chance. He ws 6taywg on wen 
last of three to lamas P® at Hunor®fon ort Ms reappearance and art be aU the better for 
it. Spartan SOver started Ms career under Rules by beating Smart's Band hens laa season 
and was ateo runner-up id decent horses in two other starts. 

Selection: GtLPA VALU. 

|o <£A| SPRUCE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4jOOO added 2m 4f 
110yds Penalty Vakie £3^236 

1 1M3E-1R JACKSON HJNT [32) IMsL 6 Tuner) T Thomson Joras 7 11 7 — MARbgcnAf 

2 R00QM4 SEAItlSSrdB) W®J APckanngl JPttenigfiU 7 UStamB 

3 4f53ff «»WpBUUB0n«vPavnalGBingri6110 IRKavoradi 

4 21231-2 QfltllBBStDUUJCIHOtMUJ AJSeaimesUncfiO M F^ebllO D Bridgwater 

5 P3200-3 FSaUtESSCCREnRY(Uj)PB(KGMatyl D Mcfetai 6 11 0 WHMon 

e IV' lOBStat COmSE pu^ (Map-Gen ALT Buj£*i K Baity 7 11 0 A Thornton 

7 200-135 SAIff PWBBKE (351 (Notens e JuntuP A Jaws 7 11 0 APMcCoj 

ffiTTtfie: M Ctiaflengcr On Luc, 5-2 ftxb*nvaeawary, 7-1 Same DHWtok*, 81 toctaon Bint, 12- 
1 Aadewi. 14-1 Lntatnr Cottite. 151 SaaMst 
1994: Spatan Stow 8 11 0 J R Kaorugi 10-1 IN GsseWe] B ton 
FORM GUIDE 

AH or CHALLENGER DU LUCTa races have txen on an easy surface out there is no reason 
to suspect the, usefol hurdler will not be as effective on the taster ground. He- & a race, ml 
0Bi <tng and. apart from a mistake four out, (fad everything nght at Chepstow a fortmgn: ags 
an his chadng debut only ID be touched off by Seek The Faith. He looks quite a orospea. 
FMuraaseciwtBor had some form in pouit-io-DoinB m Ireland and was only hiding his Lnve 
over iMdies last season. He made hiscfiaung debut at Cheltenham 15 days ago and would 



qrii 



HYPHBON 

12L50 Magslad 1-20 South Westerly 1-50 Aly 
Daley 220 Predpfce Run 2J50 Tile Toaster 3^0 
/ WBd RoseOf Ybrtc (nb) 

GOING: Good (Good to Firm in places}. 

■ Left-hand, undulating coarse- Easy fencea and long run-tn on 
chase oooree of 500yds. 

■ Course is Iras than one mile souUvwesi at the town near Juno 
tjoricf A889aodAl 77. A bee service flromStodoon raDw ayMw - 
Hot fniiie tidies mmy) or Durham ndhny euuon ( >2 mOes sway). 
ADWE9SKHN: Paddock £7 (OAP»£380fc Courao S2. CAK PARE: 
FYwl 


WINNKB3 Bi THB IiASTSBVBN DA3& Fluh Of Beete t24!0) 
A Dwelt TTsbMe (380) wan at Csnedck on Wednesday. 
L0NG-IK8T4NC8 RUNNERS! Soeaie Me (2^C0 k Wfflle Sprekle 
(L50) hero been sent J 54 tnfleshr Un S BrarRmrne Gram La4yba«, 

Hfe. - 

i Vo KA l golden uon ■national hunt 
HOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2300 
added 2nd 5f liOytfs 

1- P .llMfl MABSIAD P3) (CD) Ji OTtod 511 ♦ Ro«h» PI 

P05 CMffOBaiD(2fi»FMu|ty51012 — PJ toBlWd» W 

8T ■ 50 . C*SHBOiKni)T Cm 71017 BStoroj 

4.- F50-U23 DRLWIIAIIWJBtett 78)12. — ! M Mousy 

-A*. - ^,WaJ«1im»i«ATWhlderlU)12 ReanMy 

8 0CP0Q+ W l O C tg adet»WMBSAjain51P12 — DMHom 

7 HI|WIBW»WBai»8r740l2 — OMm 

B OPO. MMCaUB6(20I)J Noted Ji*«»51D12 ^PCatbeny 

9 /TCI ONE MORE 881 CUM teds 510 12 RJte* 

10 '0005 QHHS1.RDSS (UBIJFlSrby 71012 IMlM 

11 OGOri- «KTW{a»9HAte»fcrfiI012 EVjer 

32 03305 RON ON THE OH (901 Oum 5 ID 12 MDwjW 

13 ' SAJWFQWCBl»toA«lgfoll610J2 HFoMt 

14 QQfMT WUnKTfDUSAT [IB) & BorteU 7 1012 GleeR) 

15 (Wf TJERRrSDHiaH'tOtyJT BbstoQon B 8) 7 - 

- ' SRontet(7) 

15 0603- NBSSlMffU6n(21)Ft4uflB8l510 7 aHpntagO) 

27 £04 B4SCafrOJJ»fc*Cfi**M6107 FtadffW 

-37dtctnd- 

BETTWa: 7^2 !typ»«d.5XRractty. M. WHrirtjrrany , 7<t Datonaan, 
Allies IfloMBK 12*lHteOB‘ftnRn,244.cttan 

PT3 AlWCKIE dods memorial hanucap 
I f-jSfJ HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 3m 3f 
UOyds 

1 2211-15 LB0N¥B7H**Mtosty912(L. ^flCaUNff) 

n 44J111 SOUTH 4fE8IHHy(8) MS M BMty.7 11 4 _«_G Lee (3) 

3 sqjPM nOOOOSOT(a»Mt5Stash9113 — -JJWtesoe 

4 23BF95 MDfflM « «»« JHJomsDn7111 PCatKoy 

5 (V5ia2F TOUGH TEST CLQUBJSoodfcAw 5 IDO -^^BStaray 

1 438541 OASSK500BBfft«I}(Ca|j4|cA9B98>0 

7-1 Ovik; ^4 WHP®C B 

Pf ' c SI MASS HEAD MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS E) 
j XjU[ £4^000 added 3tn3f 

4 MK833 »ier 03 J H JBhraw 7 11 0 rembeny 

, KOSBOBIimVA OUrebCUO-, AMreow(7) 

3 SJre mCIWRKBS*»«**' 9 il<> — — — 

4 B^HOCWEBQOWUsVTIMaua^PWiiarB 


5 23TTOJ MORE JOT (8) UsL Ikrelwl 7 11 0 MiKtltetm 

6 534424 RUSSIAN CASOEOfl Jttocfe E U 0 K Jones 

7 3 WXMVtUA{22S)TCac711D B Storey 

8 0050U5 NIST M0L1Y BO) W RM08 109 Tlted 

BETTWfe 74- Aly ttotoy, 4-1 VKxxMta, 54 (tasdre Cssfla. 51 Aytoa- 
boy tad, 10*1 Oronla Fob, Mm Joy, 12*1 oUim 

i ~ 0 Oft | HARDWICK ARMS HANDICAP CHASE 
^-^1 (CLASS E) £4/)00 added to stakes 2m 

u 

1 415231 FLASH OF REALM (7) P MwtBtti 9 12 2 Bay — CCaUBfO 

2 &3323P- WAIT WOTTERt (2D3) (C) H «aanW 10 12 0 

teSSwtore 

3 11-3322 P1ieca>KERaNC!a)CD)Gten3n&101113-- 

BHWJWW 

4 2OU44-0 SOUSE MO (28) (dim UR SBra*Miw Mil 3 J Storey 

5 3QS10P- JOCKS BUSH (345) WMdterwn B 108 A Stanton) 

S 324P4Q NOWH H0D£ (7) M Banes 10 10 7 PWB»« 

7 5-23233 ffinwffiW (14) (D) J RnGeriO 8 10 0 J r tetyp) 

•TNcM- 

HMtUi] hI^ic KM. Iiue hanrScsp aeNfat HeadMew 9sl lift. 

BETTfiGC 7*4 Practice Bra, 7-2 Rash of Rratow 52 NBfdi Prato. 51 
Heettniew, 81 VBsIt Yrai Tbatm, 151 Sonde Mo, 20-1 Jodc'i Bom 

lO en l HOPE BMN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£4*000 added 2m 5f 

1 0UP3-44 NOTABLE StCSflOW (M) Ms M ItoetoyG 12 0 — RLM (3) 

2 K2H-21 THETDASTBtdSm IQimSUS MDeyw 

3 300041 JOe«HBEP9)raJHoramjrensm9117.Jteteiy 

4 P4-33B0 BU«W0 QMW (II] (C) 1 HuSno'.S 10 lO B Storey 

5 5420-22 JUKE BOX Billy (Z71 (0F) P Monwtfi 7 UD 6 

B Mining p} 

G M2F+P DBSE MARSH4I1 pij J Wbde 7 105 KJoees 

7 2R95-34 BADTRADE(29)OAtierl3104- M 0 Pater (3) 

B 2S22F1 tNUESMRn£(3^UsSBa*ura910 4_-AWad{7) 

9 M103M POtXID MAN (U) 0 LStA 9 10 4 A«aawn(7) 

10 054064 REBB- KWO dfl M Bones 5 10 0 FWa®Stl 

U wrw DOBRmJHOrtlflWUcItomUlOa AMP) 

-lldadmd- 

MMmun we0K 10a. True handc* nrige: RsW «ng 92 12ft. ftaforo 
Hut 9a OH 

BEITlNfo MJMtMHe, 4-llbeToestor, 51WBttoS|write51Nea» 
rarapwe . 8*1 JNa Bra BBy, 151 BM Trade, 12*1 Dnted Hot, 14*1 
Mbm 

fi TM PW COW NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2jBOO added ta stakes 2m 
lfliOyds __ 

1 134 NOMQS(1^0F)GMoom412O JCWd* 

2 R 2moi oesHffnanamMsvF&^ieTfliiu 

M Hentagw (7) 

3 arma WID ROSE OFWRX (U) IBP! PllBBBft<II8-*--~ 

ftMa/n 


LINGFIELD 


4 514 effMLOWatl3)WJJONeB5U2 Aftocted) 

5 taa-10 SaHyp3?JlJumB112 MDraw 

6 PM BUCBfifBOTSfUjmABalEyAlOfl 

7 (£0530 WHnSWEH>flfCSSffi8)BEteTi-3102 _BhonfcE(3) 

8 PQfOOOO- HULSWl (320) R (^7100 8SDn * 

BEITlNai 54 Dasart Fi0tttr, 1X4 Norira, 44 NH Baa m ray, 51 
Grated Ote*, 151Bra«tyBqty 12-iBfay, 25-lotew 

■'EayDobbffl yesterday pcsfpoDcd hescreneback ontilnai 
week, drjs pvtng np the ride oo One Msn in the Tommy Y nil ■ 
tie Chase sx HaptockaoSaamla);. TTie jedtey brute his band 
and tfidocated a sboolda three ^ weeks ago. Matt Dwyer has beta 
offered lhe nnsmt hut carmot confirm hs avaibbibly until Cflfl- 
negfjpm: rf Jntinni final kg their plans. 


HYPERION 

12.40 Newington Butts 3-10 Sharp Imp 1.40 
Ballynakelly 2J.0 Camden's Ransom 2.40 
BaJlymoney 3JO Banzhaf 3.40 Whatever "s 
Right 

GOING: Standard ( A5*eeihcr uark 1 
STALLS: Sf £ Im - uuiafak; remaUKlcr - crade. 

DBAW ADVANTAGE; Low Into Of lO If J 4lh d-, 

■ Left-hand, fterp undubuinr* umusc. Run-in uf JOiiyifc. 

■ Course Is N’KHlw2ca nf Ur*il on EtJif^A EttonicKlKi- rcuo. Lirs- 
Gdd railway suuion (nenvd ty London I'mix-o 1 jriy.>irp. cv^ir>o 
ADMISSION: Ntdnber, if,', Tatuaj^lls SS : SUi *-r fbr.K 1 4 . CAS 
PAEK; Chib XI; remomder free- 

Q|Q Ibucwb 

CHAIWEL 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Beanyfaoliac 1; l'l|. Thundnroiu 
('i toy, Komodo (TlAO'i: Labodd I its.jrod. 3. thj 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: BaltynakeDy ' t in,».jn 
a LindkU on Ui'irdiusdas*. Half Ten < I — !•)'■ t. Cheeky Chappy 
1 l.lot wun at LtagQeU on Tbursdjy. 

LONG-DISTANCE RITWHES: Sombeni Dominion 1 1.ifli. MU- 
ngevte f f .40) & Tango 1 1.40) tiv? I**-d ya: 1T'> rarVs br M.lnhii- 
arm from Mnfaflcham. North Yorkshire. 

1 19 A?S1 EQUITABLE HOLDINGS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) (MV I) £3B0O added 5f 

1 000004 NOfUCO PBMCC3S (£) (CS) U Ertaa 4 1C 0 £ tttbstor 7 

2 405202 HOUR IQ (CO) (BF) D Oapmai 6 9 13 P Feisay (5) 2 

3 010040 ft0e0M»OC(lD(a LVT2&tKU 35 ? _SSandere3 

4 O550Q1 WUF TOW M (CIS HFQrtf 3 34 170 DBttsfi 

5 440343 TGE-BIM (6) (Oj P HraUig 590 1 Quire 4 

6 221033 OOC5lOIW«CttS3 3? .StHdtoortSS 

7 040104 «MfflMEBAB7(6)(e0t?M3r3S: SOWfoamsl 

B 340033 f C M M ITO H BUTTS IQKfAfft 562 GDHfGeU9 

9 620600 TO»«TtBfi<ST(0fCO)«3Ki»> bTl-PUSSbeKE 

-Sdedered- 

BSTMG: 7-2 Kate, 4-1 Katf Tone, 51 Nentgton Butts, 51 Ifordca 
Prietts*. Th-Ehbu Anyaree Baby. 7-1 Crfjtnn-C. i£-l others 

nrijrtl EQUnABLE HOLD0IIGS HAMJffiAP {CLASS 
LtdilJ E) (DIV I) £3^900 added Sf 

1 000000 ASHIWAtlljmWaPearaJO^lO -Ttewl 

2 20113 SOUOCEN DOHMOH (5) (Q (D) IW] '■' ms?'. ’ 9 4 .. _ 

— r warn; 5 

3 55(050 IflOiOH (SI) (D| J Eve 4 6 12 — PLarmS 

4 560035 R0COTTMfB)(nPKv.n|4.?XL |Qn«n6 

5 3412EJ £NW«P(8)RR3ra*58G D&ffi»7 

6 4521£:i OOPyC54WV (6J (CO) 0 Cr^sr: -i 5 1 ,7eu 

PFbssay(5)2 

7 011400 IlflZZNBIO (8«(D)? Curs Sot GBaftM4 

8 OWttM BBWVHOUKMJHematari:? NVntoy(313 

-StHdnd- 

Uwnrai ratfic Ta 7H Inje !crdap t*r~ «»• — J = 
BETIMB: 7-4 CtUMliy Obappjr, 51 Ehatp tty. 9-2 Bock) Tmi, 51South> 
in Drefoira. 8-1 lucfni, 8-1 Astdfata, 12-1 ottei 

npT/%1 ROB fWT HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,400 
L=™J added lm 5f 

1 330453 YOUGO |U) M JofJBnr. 3 9 10 .tWbraU 

2 4»4 VOUHflEB!{70)PtrS^r^nJ'?6 GDufltada 

3 NG606- HBWECHKTW C7S7)(p) S 0w690 

P flroohnood (7) 10 

4 146004 BMUGKRWSFWUUU WJ (CD) tt Mtesr. 5 8 11 

P McCabe (315 

5 1-00001 BNJJmMQiy(7)(CIRWi4S36B T Athtoy (7) 9 

6 331405 OUISHinak WELCCK CZG1 M It'-E 3 8 4_JlBaH (5) 4 

7 404200 PxrSSPUMMlIRCMH CcbrpK£: 483 _ — JQutrm 7 

8 110530 S8XnB.TOCEVner3S2 — — HTMeyRl 

9 50400 MSFUDl (13) J Siffeten 3 7 S ___ — „ — NCraWUeG 

10 254001 (0 M Jotnzx: 5 7 7 M Adams 3 

U OGOORO AWIWR MOW (67) ft 0 Jli 4 7* BBtaWraBJ 


Jodami and his regular jockey Mark Dwyer after their 
Gold Cup triumph in 1993 Photograph: Sporting Life 

r = j.Zr-: B-eu a--: Suvun scmet-iinj to mink .'•rcui r-jfl ne r-o; ^uijerea v 
- m T. i-r- ir-i i-: t.i« iprct-s iiv r I'.it .-.at, a iCAgn anc ne -o rjr.n 

...i—.; e'Cl.,--. -*:~ r. -.0 be W danger re*e. Jackson FfcTL «ss airnja,- on ;rv_ icSu; 
i.-nf »..Ase"*j T- - ‘ ovr if a arr'iEiom^ c* Chtpsu las', time. He hjs .ViTjo- nr*. 
a r«-'.-.-r -30: i- fAcci 1 Jf " I’-a: snouio pA 1 lo-n ar. aavar^p.- oe- rr.ot: 

C-. \~m> it*i 

Selection: '>.kl_E%CES -Jj LX 

roTvT, ASH MARES ONLy NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3jOOO added 
i-™Vj 2m Penalty Value £2721 

1 C- KJMTA BLAKEKCY Cll jafv HmUKle L lsc.i 0 zMrs £ 11 0 . . £ CHtord 

1 B00tAV00UE(5BEi:royW^n./00Taj51’Ci — „ V Slattery 

3 terms**, hau. -0 C Z ton U Crasrk/- 5 110 .W Wu rt uapu g 

4 CELTIC CESJ3H \'A V Vdanei Mr 1.1 Rntfr; 4 U 0 . -..Pffaven 

~ 12-: CSOLE Ml (28 “ VWWs ^4 J ?xaf- D himwr 4 n 0_... . _ W Margot 

i > DOUCE HKBON (13) 3-"?. W Ctr.-si 4 Jar.-s - 11 0. A P McCoy 

7 5 WOLA [IS) li E Ferv<a j Mrs D dare 5 11 0 CHopa(3) 

5 00:< WOOSPHNCESS 1131 (toe luwT, LW A teuCW' 6 II 0 -TJaAs 

4o4i pflSJA (Si i- r > fair.". E rsohngs J 110 ... J Otoame 

10 0- QtflCK QU01E (273) "4 H D Safixi IM I W^e 5 11 0 LHavey 

U > FBJ81TS t3RL (221) '3 +fvirr;i AnOTv. lumen i-110 .JXdcf 

5025^ Ste«AIlAffl(lllA75Susan«*s^,WJenUnf5U0.... — GtttoScy 

13 14- SfLVER SHRED QOOl H I.’ bores^Wi Lt Pioe 4 U 0 OBriUtyattr 

14 C33. SIRUHWME LOOK (404) (i U .Wmoh. j tefeoon 6 11 Q R Oats 

15 2-23 SUPRBff LAOrtZUiaFiiTneSuprems Ud-Pav«rerciiteHK>Ti: U'iJF Trttoy 

16 P YENG3U (389) Mft J A \'cnaK' P Speer 4 11 9 E Hustamf <31 

•ISdsctefd- 

BETDNQ: 5-2 Supreme Lady, 51 Coole HW, 51 Sdvcr Stand, 81 Cnftie Cefbfli, Z81 Douce Mat- 
son, 12-1 bneto, 151 others 

1994: tXxrvs V Clay 31120 Seeley 7-1 © &ntx-M 15 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

A stiff course such as '.his and softer ground often finds out some of the Flat racers - they 
juK do not hare the stamina of the jumpvig-txeu stock. While that might 00 roe case with 
Douce Maison. an encouraging th/ro 10 Hanker Hunter and Blair tasfie ar Tairirr te-» 
ume out_ CELTIC CEILIDH count Oc a different procoMbon. Sne was a stronE-fmisneig, sec- 
am 10 MiSTy SOks in a mile harascap on soft pt«md here aarVer m roe year and roo u -ce 
jaroec Mary Rereiey. Code HRI * a Strong Gale taiy out 01 a Menelek hum and coots vrt 
be bener brea tor we too. She won anti was second, almost not lengths m rrec.r 01 >V ur>. ■ 
placed Srtver Shred from her two bumper nins last season but was a Mile d <wr.- ► • -e on 
her reaupeararoe .■.tier, some way down on field in the bumper m wtocr ** .. -_*• 

was thin to hernfom Tina at Hereford. Ah three of these m** are capebic 01 making - vn- 
nmg start o/er nuntes. 

Selection: CtlUC CE1UDH. 

O'qa] OAK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m ?onal- 
r°yi ty Vakie £2343 

1 1E354-1 ONCE MORE FOR tDCK 113) (DffThe Mar, RereteyteongCMli kfo M liek?-. * Ji 12... 

— ,, Pf#ven 

2 1CJ425 BUR AND FANCY (R0tM7)») (lhe FAiWFParawsI i*!' Mss M fa* --W a 

-. -JOchard Guest 

3 SOCV-60 HJT BY NORTH (USA) (61 (Ford Fam ftetof} D NrJoBon 7 tl 7.. JtMqwu(7) 

4 322-04C' KASHAR(13)(D) (PUfcffrannl PWegrann 7 11 7 — * TBey 

5 S102FVI BANANA COVE laffiFCrewyiWCtyAU 4 llmfoer 

6 3*6618 faECADOCZSO) (Materem tuft F VaHIeyU 11 0_ — — OGaMapier 

7 402250 SHARED COLD (329) (Dl (P * Dean J Boonr 5 10 13 — MButfey 

8 OOOWf MY IMXANNE (345 ICO) fB 5ae) J Ooowe 100 -APMcCov 

9 QP52PM) MASTS) HUMY (1AI Ws S3Ntt rtemlgei C Broefl 6 8) 0 .W Iterator 

- 9 declared - 

Mturnan *e#ro lbs. froc fiandcap neqrts- M» Untame Sa £4x Masw Mi*pmr 5s Ju. 

BETTW: &-t Once More For Luck. +1 By By North, 81 Fair And Fancy. Banana Cow. 7-1 Haibar, 
14-1 (teredo, 18-1 ethers 
1994: no ccntnc'iong rees 

FORM GUIDE 

A penalty and some mchflerenl hurdfarg at tiroes prevented ONCE MORE FOR LUCK M- 
I rating up ms he wvirang start at Wetherby last season. He sWI made rnis.-akes. wnen mak- 
ing a successful comeback at Carwfc recently, having won on the Flat m the meantime, but 
ne was waning easily until idling in ironi and nas the- scope u> handle a 6fo rise Fair And 
Fancy was not too far behind Once More For Luck on row jurerale lorm and comes nerc- 
fr. and renoeo after wmnirg an all- weather amateirV handicap on U*> Flat at Southwell last 
nonm and Srjsrung a ©red second rarer the same tnp mere 10 days lalw. He should tw 
abre 10 ma»e a race of n. Banana Cove might make it an an-tpur-irear-dd finish. He was 
Mn ty an roe wa-,- one a close M witn erery chance wtreri Mundenng and unseaung res 
neer three out nere on Thrjrjoay. 

Selection: ONCE faSJRT FOR LUCP. 


-Udedamf- 

Kvwnun nc(pn. Ta 7 b. In* NSridcac *w«nr Ancons More 7a £*. 
BETTING: 9-4 Bafiynafaefly, +1 Ydugo, 52 Bmoditiira FonniJa, 51 ttok 
mean. 10-1 Outsxaynd Wetconw. MB ng uvv c, 151 others 


s 1-00001 

6 331405 

7 CD4 200 

8 110530 

9 50400 

10 254001 
U OGOORO 


lOlfll OF RGS LIMITED STAKES (CLASS 

£mW I F) £3,650 added Un 2f 

1 tywn AWESOME POWEB HD fan I has SI 9 : -A Curt 6 

2 lOini SPimREBRBXXlTlfCOtUtULirrvcl-J^XGOBffieMl 

! lMWO CAIOEhTS RANSOM (34) (CO) h Rmsel 6 9 0 

D Swtowy rn 2 

4 W&V) JAHANGB (IS) Pat W*efl690. _.8BantoeB6 

5 VH4K1 571180 IMRIV UN ICO) 0 Motts 3 90 1 Into 4 

6 5406CC THE UTILE FERRET (18 A Moore 5 90 S WNtuertfa 1 

7 ttWfr THUNDEROUS (462) J ftnope 4 90 JQunn5 

B CSOSOC' UMURD (26) J Tofcf 3 3 10 WNawnra7 

-8 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Stmfio Thirty, 51 Awesome Power. 51 me Ditto Font, 
51 Spitfire Bridge, 7-1 Camdu'i Ransom, 81 LandtonL 12-1 otters 

lo Af\\ PRINCE OF DARKNESS 1WAH3EN AUCTION 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3^50 added 2YD 7f 

1 AUTQBAB8LE (IS) (BF) R Harmon B 7 RPettaml 

2 HEVER GOLF DIAWWD T Kaugnon B 7 5 Sanders 6 

2 GCfOou JEMSliysnHORN flD J Bodge 8 7 GBanteeB 2 

4 6 HAWWOOTOlllWasS; MHBS12 

b 632 BALUMONEY (6) W 0 Graman f 3 EmOSmml 

G (■ GEKHAL HAVEN (Uj T tajjjvctf S 3 TAlMey<7)9 

: Co IWireOE>rlSlCwa8 3 L Norton ta 13 

e 602 buth wore osi cyan e 1 GOoftMiii 

9 3KC40 FORTtmOUS (78) i Jo*ms G 2 AMcOcmIS 

81 6000 lUECAUy YOURS (58) L McrtagJC Hd 8 2 JI Yartoy (3) 10 

U 00 FARFESTE 83) D l*rs 7 13 8Wn£it{3)M 

12- 54? LUJrWGWn’<9)PM*n7lT fflutond 

13 b MV MOTHER'S LOCAL (33) K &mwyJiHin-&OK.n 7 12 - 

— M BaU (51 S 

14 030006 R0WW8JS0NS CHARM (26) G l Marat) 7 12 _N Adams 8 

15 252323 SCOttWS (9) (BF) R teAraraad 7 12 NCartnle 7 

-IS doctored - 

BETTING: 7*2 Faith Alone, 82 Autdabbto, 81 BoBymoaOy, 51 SccN- 
pto, 7-1 tad} netty. 81 MiwmCP. U-l ottm 


FAIRFAX DATA PROCESSING NURSERY 

HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,400 added 2Y0 


1 61 BANZHAF 05) |C)G l moon 91 SWWwc*tt2 

2 545142 HOI CANAB) (7) RD)B FS3rd 8 12 .Th*»7 

3 0400 rtAHim.aaRHariiwn5U RPerMfll6 

4 510000 tiffCU»SH(«)fl»)9P3l(r«eiO -SDWHao*3 

5 456401 DANCING JACK 111} 10 J Bn«» B *_ JQnlral 

6 305364 GRACIOUS GRETCLQ 15) C Hi 8 2 MBtoed(595 

7 Civ- RtSOS STREAK (73) 5a Mart Pnacoc 7 10„8 Vwtoy f3) A 

-7 dedored- 

BEnH«t 7-4 Barafaf,51Hol Canard, 51 Dradnfi Jack. 7-1 ESt«g»rt«, 
51 GraeHos Greteta, 10-1 Rahul. 12-1 Thao Ctefa 

-5 Af\ LADBRQXE ALL-WEATHER TROPHY 
HANDICAP (QUALIFIER) (CLASS E) 
£4,400 added lm 

1 MCMO TOKA TO r*9mgg S3U .GMfo5»f7)2 

2 323403 WWEVSTS RIGHT (15) (CO) M IBrer 6 9 3 _RPamBm5 

3 062003 AIWESAWYlUUm TOT B*oni9S._.WNew«6 

4 066100 PREEFSHTBl (60) (0) J tyre 4 3 9 RltyptoS 

5 50636 W(ESW|7)WJ^»39' JMa9 

6 300203 HAMAI 5RHH fll] (CM 0 ftereft Dans 7 9 5 

— J*PMraty(S)10 

7 060250 JftCXAUCK (49) (CO) fat Qvmn 39 4 J Omns (7} 8 

S 10-4003 UBUX>ILDfD)Rk»2m55fl DBfefislS 

9 322035 BCCLUSNE ASSEMBLY (7) AJam»390 JQrinnA 

10 150050 EASAEKH (7) (CD) R HafensNMO 66 lx. Thai 

11 224600 KOMODO (7) h unrognm-Bnwn 3 B 10 JdBeHeSi7 

12 »4CKE fflUABEGBLpiJ AMOWB3S8 5 Sanders U 

BETTING: 7-2 HhHever't Right, 81 Havrafl Stann, 7-1 At The Smcj. Kel- 
tofre Grt, TakftSiu, 81 ErtfasM} Awemfity, Msfitfur, IMTsfflta, 12- 
loOKts 


sport 

Wigan vs 
Bath on 
League’s 
agenda 


Rugby League 


DAVE HAD FIELD 


The Rugby Football Union has 
confessed to w hat would once 
have been unthinkable - seri- 
ously discussing a showdown be- 
tween Bath and Wigan. 

The RFU sccrciaiy, Tiny Hal- 
JeiL yrsiertb v held talks with lhe 
Rugby League's chief executive, 
Maurice Lindsay, in London 
about the idea. “We arc not nec- 
essarily against the scheme, but 
insurance, safety, law and play- 
ing mailers will need 10 be 
looked into." Halicu said. “Boih 
league and union arc united in 
considering the scheme. " 

The Wigan chairman. Jack 
Robinson, who has spoken to 
Bath and surted the ball rolling 
by approaching Lindsay, said: 
“We are in the entertainment 
business and we've never been 
afraid to have a go at anything.” 

May is the likely time for the 
two-match series, one under 
each set of rules, but Robinson 
says that finding suitable dates 
could be problematic* Appro- 
priately. Wigan's board will 
tonight discuss when OrreLI will 
be able to play the first of their 
projected games at Central Park. 
The local rugby union club had 
hoped to stage” their Pilkington 
Cun fixture against Harlequins 
there on 2 3~ December, but 
Wigan are concerned about bad 
weather damaging their pitch 
three days before their Boring 
Day derby against St Helens. 
Oricll's Courage League game 
against Saracens on 30 De- 
cember is now likely to be their 
first on league territory. 

Wigan have made an offer to 
the AM Black squad member. Ju- 
nior lonu, who is primarily a 
scrum-half in union. “He is like 
a bigger version of Frano Boti- 
ca. " Robinson said. 

Bradford Bulls have signed the 
South Sydney and former St 
George prop. Jeremy Do- 
nougher, on a two-year contact 
Swimon have secured two mem- 
bers of Tonga's World Cup squad, 
Willie Wolfgramm. a half-back 
who was once with Manly, and Tal- 
fte Liava'a. Leigh, however, have 
had to abandon their plan to sign 
two members of the Cook Islands' 
winning side in the Emerging Na- 
tions World Cup, because they 
cannot gel them work permits. 

Blackpool Gladiators and a 
projected club based in 
Galashiels, the Border Reivers, 
will today apply for membership 
of the Rugby League and for 
places in the Second Division 
next season. 


FA Caiflug Premiership 

1 Bctlon v Ln/enxxH X 

2 CncHK-a v Newrosfle — - — X 

3 Coreniiy Biwuiurn . - — 8 

4 Uardiwtoi UUJ t Sreifietfl Wert -1 

5 AMBesbmuffi v Manchester Cift Jt 

6 Sou roam [Sun v Arosral 1 

7 Tilltonlum v Quw-n'i Part Rangers 1 

Also playing - not on coupons: LoedS UU • 
WimoiMoa Sunday: Notnrj7»ro Foresl » As- 
ion VJi+ 

Endsleigh Insurance League 
First Division 

a Ermruyiaro * tMattraO — 3. 

9 Crr *» 1 Patooe > Owun — ..._jc 

UJ CK-TOy . BrfTOKy. 1 

11 Ncrwicft v CJrreOn . - 1 

12 Pon Vale v R - . Ji 

13 Sftvlftcrt mo 1 HuJIefsteta _.J. 

14 Sixrt'xtand v toti«aii .. . . ,.„.2 

ISTrarran-re v Portsmui'n.... 1 

Ado ptovMf - oOl an eaupem: Cftamon vlp 
WKCh: Souroenl v U-wsJcr, W«J BremwiUi 
Airarai v Same. Sunday: Linen vWohes. 

Second Division 

16 Brert’oc CAi t . . ..._ 1 

17 BtenMoTO * Braid Raven. - X 

IB BntJ'ton v Bourorruxrtl . 5 

19 Brora Cny v Mons County 1 

20 Burnt * y v C7<ec1*ffie<0 -1 

21 Crevre v B1 jC*I*x4 1 

22 Huk Or, v Careue X 

23 Oxford Old » Snarseo . - X 

24 Roirnxtoro v Swrrtor' . — 2 

25 Stoetsxrt J StJtvrUtofy _1 

26 w.i&m* rtffc 2 

27 Wmunam w Wyeomlie ... . ...2 

Third Division 

28 Botnet 4 Bury . --2 

29 Combodgy LH-J « Lincoln ..._ . . . 1 

30 C-Kdin v rtaTk-noo' 1 

31 0»Bir,yoro v t>«ae* ... X 

32 Here toid « CoKheam . 2 

33 ley! cm Onert « E>etet 1 

34 Nodtvimpum * lorouoy - - ...1 

3G PytL win V W(jn J 

35 PfOon / hjirum .1 

37 RocNtok- i Dunco-aef - 

38 ScafaonxjfTi * Dartngton 2 

39 Scunthorpe y MflfsfiCd X 

GM VauxhaB Conforeoce 

40 Boti V KenefBig - X 

41 D<HJpr\nem v Owm ... 1 

42 faTowougi v Hedrae.fr re 

43 6ai«shcad v NwTOwien 1 

44 Ktoowreroao' v souropora Jl 

«SRuntwT>vU«krg - . 

48 Siougn v Hsutax . _. - X 

47 Sat/ontJEf v tetnocharti -Jt 

48 Stec^nagt • Bfmc^rixc I 

Atoo playfos - not on ceivoits: It-ttod urn v 
M-yeeanaw: WHurig ifta -j ktecdccfieto Town. 

BelTs Scottish League 
Premier Division 

49 Aberdeen > Moroenvell 1 

50 FfatK^nian yCcftc . JT 

51 hitoiamock « F.ifajt. .„ — — X 

52 Rann Rorero » Hearts — 2 

53 Range** « Fart«* Tnatle I 

First Division 

54 Oyo«»nk. *■ Artrae — 1 

55 Dumnaitcn * St Mirren ..... -.. -2 

SO Dundee- v fJuryemikne..— 2 

S7 Hamiton * Morton X 

5fl St Joftnstone * Dundee Utd 2 

Also playing - oof on coupons Ttelrtt DM- 
mchi: Btccnn OtyvEast SrtwiEftre. Tenaemti 

Scottefi Cup ftrsi round: Mtaori Horen v Do- 

rerorwue; G ttEgraw Urmcrsay uSpaftansj Sttn- 
rouseniiB' » ArtvtUOr; Soanrow v Lmn^tm. 
FOUR draws: Mddfesorougft v Mancnesmr 
City; Ciystal Palwe v OUttam AWeoc Breni- 
tew v Bnsisi Ams; GJln^iam v Chester City. 
FIVE NNKISi Newcastle Utt, Swtndon Tow, 
Dartngjon, Hadr«stortf Dundee OaL 
1EN HOMES: Mraeneeiia IM BmraehamOtv. 
Traomere Borei'.. Buintoy. (hforef Utd, 
Ncnhampion Town. Ptymoutft Argyto, Preston 
North fref. Stevenage Bomufft. fttrtflera. 
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sport 


At county level he plays like a god; in Tests, heaven help him. David Llewellyn 

THE RAMPRAKASH CO 




M ike Alherton and Jack Rus- 
sell apart, the most vivid 
image of the Johannesburg 
Test was Mark Ramprakash’s two- 
ball, rabbit-in-the headlights 
humiliation in England's second 
innings. His first ball from Brian 
McMillan crashed into his pads, the 
second went through a desperate off 
drive and shattered bis stumps, 
and perhaps rather more. 

In England mode, Ramprakash 
is rather uke the Marie Celeste: the 
lights are on but no one is at home. 
He has floundered throughout his 
Test career, apparently over- 
whelmed by the interaationalarena. 
AQ that prodigious talent, which has 
seen him recognised by his peers as 

the most gifted batsman of his 
generation, suddenly and mysteri- 
ously deserts him. 

So why this conundrum? 'Why 
cannot that talent be translated from 
the County Championship, through 
which he sails, intn something more 
tan gib le than a couple of half- 
centuries and a plethora of below- 
par performances in 19 appearances 
m the bigger pond? 

His county captain is Mike 
Gatting. who tut ms first Test cen- 
tury on his 31st appearance for Eng- 
land. He has done much to bring 
Ramprakash along since the young- 
ster’s Middlesex debut when he was 
17 in 1987. It was no surprise to 
leam that he was going to telephone 
South Africa yesterday to speak to 
Ramprakash. “Not necessarily to 
talk about cricket,** Gatting 
stressed. “It's just to see how things 
are. If he wants to talk about it, I 
will, but I'm not specifically phon- 
ing up to talk about it” 

Well, like Bob Hoskins says, “It’s 
good to talk”, and Gatting has his 
feet firmly on the ground. He talks 
sound common sense and can give 
Ramprakash a perspective on his 
dilemma. But, ultimately, cricket is 
a mind game. It took one of Eng- 
land’s classiest middle-order bats- 
men, Dennis Amiss, a while before 
he justified his Tfest selection. He 
scored just one fifty in bis first dozen 
Tests, but then went on to score 11 
hundreds, nine of them 150 or 
more, and finished with an average 
of 46, marking him out as a player 
of the highest calibre. 

Amiss, now chief executive of all- 
conquering Warwickshire, says: *T 
think some players, and maybe I was 
one of those, wonder whether they 
are going to make it at the highest 
level because of the run of low 
scores early in their Tfest career. You 
wonder if you are ever going to 
breakthrough. 

“My advice to Mark is still to be- 
lieve in his technique. I have seen 



Torrid Tests: Maik Rmqprakastfs England innings are (from left) curtafed last season by West Indian pocemen and quashed by South Ahica ki tfie second lest Photographs; ^ Da^A^ownantf Allsporr 

him in County Championship haw he’d get through it, like have not been an easy ride . Ramprakash earned his Hick has anfcr four, Ibst hnnK* tMnrk Ramprakashl the fall Test Story | 
. -*• - ’ we all do. It’s the only way. 1 • -■ • • - * - - * * “ ' ' ... 


him hi County Champ ionship 
matches and he is a class per- 
former. There is nothing 
wrong with his technique, it's 
the big occasion, and it does 
get to you sometimes. It’s 

obviously happenin g to him at 

the moment so he has to go 
in there and be natural, play 
the same way at Tfest level as 
he does at county leveL Every- 
body says you’ve got to change 
your technique and do 
different things, and you 
listen to people, but in the end 
you have to come back to what 
you do naturally 
Gatting has similar, if slight- 
ly more pugnacious advice to 
get out m what is perceived to 
be a run of poor form. “The 

only way you can get out of it 

is by battling through,” ex- 
plains the 38r-year-old Gatting, 
“by actually playing. Middle- 
sex would play Ramps if he 
bad a poorrun of form. That’s 


port from the coaches and the 
management that's aiL” 
Ramprakash made bis 
debut against the West Indies 
in 1991. He played in all five 
Tfests and proved he could 


have not been an easy ride 
since be has faced the West In- 
dies on 11 occasions. 

The problem for him is that 
Gatling's advice, while being 


lectors’ concurrence and Micky. 
Stewart, the former national 
team manager, is brutally 


How the slow starters compare 



M 

1 

R 

HS 

A MB 

100 

DeaafaAnln 

12 

21 

348 

56 

1SJ3Z 

- 

(careo) 

SO 

88 

3^12 

262* 

46.30 

11 

WhaOraqg 

30 

52 

1444 

31 

2333 

- 

(earner) 

67 

US 

3448 

207 ' 

•' 38X59 

9 

OmereeMcft 

13 

21 

387 

64 

1890 

- 

(caiiawiodns) . 

39 

69 

2^487 

178 

.3898 

4 

MSfK iinmpranuffn 

19 

33 

533 

72' ’. 

16.66 



stick: around, but he could not 
get runs. His first haifcentuxy 
came two years later against 
Australia at The Oval and his 
second 10 months ago, again 
against Australia. The first 17 
matches of what shcndd be a 
long and sucoesfiilTfest career 


realistic when he says: “Ifs a 
cruel game, isn’t if? At all 
times you have to select the 
side whichyou drink is the best 
side to win die match. If they 
felt that that didn’t include 
Ramps then they will not pick 
him.” 


.Ramprakash earned his 
place on the tour by virtue of 

a stunning nhMtpiniwh^ y 9 - 

son as Middlesex finished 
runners-up. He rattled up 
more than 2^)00 runs with the 

them double hundreds) for an 
average of 9334. 

Gatting says: “Ramps 
wanted to bat at three and he 
took oh the responsibility 
marvellously well He was 
quite brilliant. You don’t 
become a crap cricketer 
overnight, hejust needs an oc- 
casional bit of lude And Eng- 
land have shown a lot of faith 
m other players in the past” 

. One erf those otherplaytas 
is the Zmsbabwe-bant Graeme. 
Hide, who made his debut in 
the same HeadmgJey Tfest as 
Ramprakash. Mke Ramp? 
rakash, Hick had a lean start, 
twoharf-caaturies minsfust 13 
Tfests. Even now, after 39 caps, 


Hick has only four , Tfest Ixebdk^ ■ 
dredjtohisname.TheJo£i^er ' 
Hick was given the mare con- 
fident he became — and the 
easier the inns came.- " 

Whether Ramprakash will 
be accorded the same dis- 
pensation is undear. Ray 
Illingworth, the chairman of - 
selectors, is an unepmpro-. 
mixing man, but he would 
certainly agree with Stewart . 
and Amiss oyer their assess- 
ment of Ramprakash’s pch 
tentiaL T think you have to 
back class m. the eAd^sa&'-vr 
Amiss, “andIhaveito^C»UHt-- 
that he witt come fiigmjgfc”- ; : . 

Stewart is equally gepeE&^- 
saying: “His Tfest 
can certainly be realiBed.'TR: '' ^ 
has the talent to rise abQvtf;. 
this. What he needs b to get; 
on .a K^ firat^’Wfdchotfetsr 
confidence. He is one of the..:' - 
most gpffed’t&rfsineb* (aHiS 5 ^ 1 


West Indies 
West todies 
West Indies 
Wtatf-Uxfies 


Headingjsy 
tnrd’G 
Trent Bridge 
Ed^WBtWI' 
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29 A 25 
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Your will 

could help the fight 
against diabetes 



FIVE OTHERS WHO HAVE STRUGGLED IN THE BIG TIME 




MATTHEW MAYNARD 

Tfests 4 (1988-94); funs 87; 
average 10.88; HS 35. 
Joining the rebel tour of South 
Attn n 1888 dhl noctefp Me- 
nard’s cause. His best Inrtn^ 
was his penultimate arainst 

West Indies in ttrefet Test in 

Kingston an the 1394 tore; but 
a duck next time aroint and 
Indifferent form in the one-day 
Internationals saw Maynard re- 
placed by Mark Ramprrtash. 


FRANK HAYES 
lists 9 0973-76): rans 244; 
average 15.25; HS 106*. 
After scores of 94-and 99 in 
his fist wo corny matches he 
made a bfffltant start to his Tfest 
career with on unbeaten sec- 
ond-innings century aga'nst 
West taffies at The Oval, but. 
that vres It. Hayes, who hit 23 
hundreds in its 15-year flrst- 
dass career; then tailed: to 
reach 30 m 15 Terf innings. - 


4 I 


MARK LATHWELL . 

Tints t (1993); . rans 78; 
mange 1930; HS 33.' . 

SomaseTsyotiK opener raede 
hfe debut, at 2X. aflauist Aus- 
trade ta 1993 but was dropped 
for Mika Atherton’s first Test in 
cfaajg-Soroetset accused Errg- 
tand ofpicWng ten too soon, 
saying, ri^% his confidence 
ms shattered, h6s form picked 
up for 1994, but last summer 
runs were once again rare.- 



^'4 

- W* 


■bes 


RICHARD BLAKEY 
Tests ^2; -runs 7; av e r age 

1-75; HS6.. 

ta the eesrchfora wMcihesper 
who could bat, BMcyfittadthe 
bflL &/t hetou rctflncflahfthatf 
rineftst-dass hundreds widen 
average which topped 30. 
Howew; In hb four innirwj on 
tfettteonUnant h&drspteyed 
ineptitude at the crease and 
only picked up a couple of 
estates behind the stumps. 




CHRIS TAVARE 
Tests 30 (1980-84); runs 
X753;w«ngs33X(7;HSlA9i 
Initial ftflarestahte^oaning two 
Tfests agrinst the Wast InQfes 
resUtodtaiteari eschewing Hs 
Suent driving, and tncMve jcut- 
ting for a defensive style, and 


% 




marked by spending almost 12 
hours at the crease for a total, 
In both.tnnta^, oflA7 runs. 


By making the British Diabetic 
Association t -beneficiary in your will, tfs. 
vou‘11 be helping to continue the fight f T 
against diabetes - a condition that affects fc 
more than a million people in Britain. | ^ 

The British Diabetic Association is the f 
leading British Charity for people with \ j 
diabetes, a registered charity founded by 7% 
HG Weils in 1934. The BDA for 60 years 
has funded vital research into diabetes and 
worked to improve life for thousands of people. 

Money left in wills provides one third of our 
income, and is key to our future funding. For 
instance, diabetes is the largest cause of blindness 
in the working population in the UK - but it can 
be preventable with early diagnosis and your 
will can help us do this. 

If you would like more information about the 
BDA jnd n free guide to making a will for how to 
amend an existing will) just fill in the coupon. 

Occasionally, our name and initials may have been 
contused with other similar-sounding organisations. 
So if you would like to make the British Diabetic 
Association a beneficiary of your will, please make 
sure that your will and instructions are made out 
to the British Diabetic Association, 10 Queen Anne 
Street, London WlM 0BD. 
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BRITISH DIABEnC ASSOCIATION 

10 QLIEEN ANNE STREET: LONDON W1M 0BD. TELEPHONE: 0171-323 1531 EXT 205$. REG, CHARITY No.2l5W 
A charily helping people with diabetes and supporting diabetes research 

Please return this coupon tu: Dept SG, British Diabetic Association, 10 Queen Anne Street. London W1M. OBD. 
Ci Please send me your booklet "How your legacy will help people with diabetes* 

'□ Please send me more information about the BDA 
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Injuries force Blackburn to call up reserves 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 


The backbone of Blackburn's ; 
Poritin’s . League team wflj 
tonight be asked to achieve whal 
the dub's Prenaerehip--WHuraig 
Ode signally have lasted to do, - 
wm a Qiampions^ Leagncganja. 

For their European -Cup 
swan-song, at home- to Rosen- 
borg Trondheim, Btedfournwjffl 
be without arle^afne squad 
members. ColinHen&y.David 


Bat^rand GraemeLc Sauxare 
. ^stBpehtfal after the Moscow 
.fiasaK Lars Bohinea, Bilfy 
; McKmiay, Graham Fenton and 
^ukiasGudiiiundsson are inel- 
JgiWe; while Chris Sutton has 
jomed long-term casualties Ian 
Pearce and Jason WUrox on the 
list of walking wounded. 

A further two of the players 
who opened Blackburn's' fll- 
.Group B r ‘ aT¥ Tj v ar Vri l 
Lee Make] and Marie Atkins, 
have left, leaving defenders . 
Nicky Marker, Adam Reed and 


Marlon Broomes in line to face 
the Norwegians. Marker, for* 
merfy of Plymouth, has limited 
first-team experience. Reed, a 
£200,000 buy from Darlington, 
and Broomes, a graduated the 
FA National School, have not 
yet had that dubious pleasure. 

Panl Wutnusi, the defender- 
turned-striker whom Ray Har- 
ford has tended to use in 
midficki, is likely to revert 10 the 
back four. Another fringe play- 
er, Kevin Gallacher, is expect- 
ed to start far the first time snee 


the opening day nf the season 
after what Blackburn’s manag- 
er described as a “torrid lime" 
with injuries. 

WUh a record of one point and 
one goal (by Mike Newell in 
Ttandhcim) in five games. Har- 
ford showed masterly under- 
statement yesterday when he 
said: “"Wc haven't done as well 
as wc would have hoped. But 1 
believe everyone at the dub is a 
little wiser for the experience. 
You have to learn as you go along 
- if you don't you're a fool.“ 


Blackburn's principal folly, 
apart from aberrations such as die 
Batty-Lc Saux punch-up. has 
been a lack of tactical flexibility. 
RosenbOTE offer a more " British ~ 
approach than Spartak Moscow 
or Legia Warsaw, hut Harford 
would not have used the match 
to experiment anyway. “Despite 
our selection problems, wc won’t 
be changing the system." he said. 

In contrast. Rangers, who have 
also been e Km mated. will be at 
virtually full strength for their 
visit toBorussia Dortmund The 


Scottish champions found tem- 
peratures of -3C and nurrics of 
snow on landing in Germany, 
thoueh it is the Bunitesli& lead- 
ers who seem to be under the 
weather. Matthias Sammer 
i bronchitis) and Julio Cesur { flu 1 
may have to sh out the game with 
the* suspended Jurgen* Kohler. 

Unlike his Blackburn coun- 
terpart, the Rangers manager. 
Waller Smith, can reasonably 
expect to be back in the Euro- 
pean Cup next autumn. He is 
therefore anxious that Paul 


Gascoienc. Richard Gough, 
Stuart McCall and John Brown 
each avoids the yellow card 
that would make the offender 
unavailable for the first match 
nf the 1 9^0- V 7 competition. 

Three places in the Iasi eight 
arc Mill up for grabs: Bobby Ri^b- 
son, orach to Porto, could* main- 
tain a modicum of English 
interest, although in order lo 
quality, his team must overcome 
bepp Piomek s Aalborg in Den- 
mark and hope that Nantes 
lose against Panathinaikos. 





Happy return: Boris Becter pU^ys Jtie ball back to Fence’s Cedric PfoRne during Ms 6-1, 6-7, 9-7 victory In the Grand Slam Cup in Munich yesterday 


Photograph: Wolfgang Rattay/Reuter 


as top 




Tennis 


With top 10 players tumbling 
out in rapid succession from the 
richest tournament in the world 
yesterday, .-Boris Becker 
squeezed into the quarter-finals 
or the Grand Sans Cnp in Mu- 
nich by outlasting the. French- 
man Cedric Praline. Becker 
easily won the first set but then 
had to battle hardfo^-6--M>- 
7,9-7. 

While Becker, rankexTNo. 4 
in the world, advanced td -the. 
last eight and made sure oE 


earning at least $250,000 
(£160.000), Thomas Master 
(No 3) and Nficbad Chang (No 
5)wCTe eliminated. 

Muster, the Prench Open 
champion, at least went home 

$350,000- richer - a $250000 
bonus for winning one of the 
Grand Slam events of the sea- 
son, plus $100,000 given to all 
first-round losers here. 

- The Zimbabwean Byron 
Black, ranked No 40 in the 
world, beat Muster 7-6, 2-6, 6-1. 
Black, like Pioline qualified 
only after the. withdrawal of 
Andre Agassi and the 1992 


winner Michael Such, who are 
both injured. 

Jacco Eltingh, a Dutch dou- 
bles specialist who is ranked No 
43, beat Chang 7-6, 6-3, with an 
aggressive game on the fast 
carpet surface. 

The tournament invites 16 
players with the best records in 
the four Grand Slam events in 
a year - the Australian, French 
am US Opens and Wimbledon 
- and the winner will receive 
SI. 625m. It is played 
under Grand Slam rules, which 
means there is no de-break in 
the decisive set 


Becker, a three-times Wim- 
bledon champion who won the 
ATP World Championship in 
Frankfurt last month, easily 
won the first set against Piolinc. 
But Pioline picked up his game 
in the second set and clinched 
the tie-break. 

Becker wasted two break 
points in the 11th game of the 
third set, but he still managed 
to break for 8-7 with a brilliant 
forehand passing shot down 
the hoe. 

After two successive accs, 
Becker had earned three 
match points. Piolinc saved 


one, but the German blasted 
his 14th ace lo finish the match. 
The outcome resembled Beck- 
er’s quarter-final victory over 
Pioline at Wimbledon this year, 
where be squandered a two-set 
lead and then won 9-7 in the 
fifth. 

“1 played the first set like a 
world champion, but then he 
found his timing, he began to 
serve well and it became 
close,” said Becker, who was 
cheered by a sell-out crowd of 
11,000 in the city where he now 
lives when he is in Germany. 

Muster was slowed bv blisters 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Richards offere to mediate in Lara dispute 


American football 


Cricket 

Viv Richards has come to his 
country’s rescue once or twice 
before and has offered his ser- 
vices again to help settle the dis-. 
pute. between the batsman 
Brian Lara and the Wert Indies 
cricket officials. • . 

Lara pulled out of the current 
lour oi Australia at the .'last 


IULLI LU -l. 

minute after being fined, with 


three ckher^Iayers, fcy the West . *■ 
Iralks Cricket Board of Control 
for misconduct during this . 
■yeaifs.tour^'EiiglancL . . 

“I. carry no weight with the 
board, but I am so dismayed, by 
the affair-that, here and now, 

I volunteer to mediate, in an at- 
tempt to get a batsman better 
than I.everwas,backqn track 
to help West Indies mount a Sfi- ; 


rions challenge for the 1996 
World Cup - they need only to 
pick up the phone,” Richards, 
the former captain of West 
Indies, said yesterday. 

' Lara withdrew from the tour 
of Australia apparently because 
he was upset at being penalised 
for an incident he was led to be- 
£eve bad been settled by the tour 
committee in England. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 


— ; 

; 

GROUP C |n . 

BS^toJaSSSd'vBma*" * 

*' 

jugxv r g n o uvif o * ■ " 

imiooiE ft-t ow-« * «*- 


jEWSOH EASTERN LEAOJE Prwalar DMtfaxt 


tenwMt Y sanmatn: 

teaendale v 

Arta v CKtfaeterE; 

v Bs^rww tsmvQkMMM. 
ZSiS&aSZ Aonn Via -<r toaster .px» 


FA MOUTH CIP £*cenfl moot Levron Ow« v 
EnfieM ewrtw v Tranmere Raws (7.0); 

Mandwswciqr * HmkwsfiaM (7JM, 

Rngby Unton 

flWW(OHMBHBNEKE*(CW*ftw*tSlWWttr 

vPenMxidd f7.1» («lArR»»reitofl.OufilnJ. 

. TB«NDft*S(NIEB DWWCr CHMIHIWSHff: 
Swfltth EdM v toneorti Demo (5.0) (at «*- 
rnnftNDrtisndMUtt&tfOB^Deinci \7M 

|j| 

HUT G8M0RE FOUR C0UNHES CHAMPl- 
Q*BMftQ^terfltfna ^ aiTivSMapaWC/7JO 

'(atM oroCyi . 

CLUB MATCH: rt^V^pcartwv Resting; r J01. 


tr:0): «Sarthwg«(7X» 


gtOf^CEMENMarUAGUESacond CMHen: 
HUMM*BanW(7a0t. 
mm HUM ftmto unda-is v Auaaur 
SOwoii (?ao) U MMtaMftt. 


EWrmvjium v Deny 
wwaOfcWWhlnflv 


ivAmnKMMl 

■ VMM vVAieMUL See- 

Cartfl * a-fli. 


(7-lfi); LaJcwan" » MBncJupaw ( 8 . 01 ; VAirtb^f; v 

Lower (ftO). 

Other sports 

RACMCt UngWO (d-wnMIW As) (140); Lttcss- 
tm 11 . 0 ). SMffrfWd (13-50). 


las Cowboys, to retire. He was unable 
to continue after half-time m the Cow- 
boys' 24-17 loss m the WteWngjon Red- 
starts, because of lower back pain 
caused by a ruptured disc. Haley was 
emced out of retirentefit alter Iasi sea- 
son WTto a S3m agfwgixt bonus, and 
half of that counts against the ream's 
salary cap tor toe 1996 season whether 
or not Haley ever plays a&ln. 

Herman Moore set a franchise record 
wftti 14 catches for 183 yards as the 
Detroit lions beat toe aUcaep Bears 
27-7 on Monday right. 

NFL: Dean* 2 1 Chicago 7. 

IUITONAL raOTML CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DMStON 

W L T PF PA 

tnnBw * O 336 359 

7 6 O 331 330 

DaUM.. 7 f. 0 331 309 

7 6 0 333 310 

r«np>Bar 6 7 0 20S 357 

Athletics 

Khafid Shah, die Olympic 10.000 me- 
tres champion, yesterday pulled out of 
the Durham eross-cownoy D7! »n3t3or»- 

aJ on 30 December, the Moroccan has 
deaded to concentrate on attitude train- 
ing for he defence of [he tit* In Atfane 
ne« summer. 

Basketball 

National Basketball Association refer- 
ees ratffed a contract praposa) on Mon- 
day from tne league ending a lock-out 
imposed by owners since be*re thesea- 
<gvrhp ^n . The referees ratified awe- 
yeMmrtract that provides an 18.7 per 
cent salary Increase in the first year wd 
60 per oent over the duration of the deal 
NBA: Boston 121 Menu 120 (00; Denver 8& 
Dsn* 82- 


CricKot 

Rain forced the abandonment of the 
taxing Was aides' first AustraSan mamh 
yesterday, against the Prime Minister's 
XI, in Canberra. 

The injured pace bowlers fame de Vrf- 
liere and Brea Schultz have been left 
out of South Africa's prtmsional World 
Cup squad. Also omitted from the ter 
tor the tournament starting on 15 Feb- 
ruary m India. Pakistan and Sn Lanka 
were the bowlers One Osteen and 
Meynck Pnnge. who played in the sec- 
ond Test a^fist England. 

SOUTH AfmCA PROVISIONAL WOfltO OB* 
SQUAD: W J Cranje lead). A C Hudson. G 
Nnaen. D J Cuttnan. j N Rhodes. B M McMd- 
bn. D J HicftanJson. S M Pollock. C P 
Mathews. A A Dors*!. P Mams. 0 N Qwsras, 
N Bow, P SymcoL S L Patframan. L Musener. 
A P Kupei. R P Srdl. J H Kate. P J R Sieyn. 

Football 

FA CIP ThMMund draw: Saartay 6 J«no- 

■ry (3.0 j; Ciewe v Vtfest Bwnwiai: Beaune . 
Gwnswrn: Tranmere v Queen's Pwk Rangers. 
Nomwfi v &n.Tiw. Lefceaetvf.tawbeaefCw 

B, Qysa Palace ■ Pon Wc; Stoke v Non*i£- 
tam Fe»wr Smdnh <» Enfield w JMjir 
todfert lfBoMn: Hudnerfiao v BaoowscPtr 
mratft v Cbvenny: Onrrtco» » look Soutnamo 
to n n PwismouW: Burnmowm »■ A’ows; 
PettOowuffli Barnsley vOlitan; West 

ltrr>*Somrmr. lonjayoi Wab 3 flvlV)S)n: l L 5 S. 
ml vOdort Utd; ItonefwsterUffl vSunaemna; 
Lnopoa » Rocfidale or DaftngBn; Mtrafcrd w To:« 
wnhnm: Asenai u sneffieU uui; a 

Bnrfrtpn w SmrttwiTW' w Smeustwry; ipsancn , 
Bwcttiwn: Cnarticn v Sheffield Wednesday; 
Note Coim» « BAUdiesbm«h; W jCM v #» 
Wedon. Suwfrv 7 Jawao’: Exeflnn <■ Sa**pK 
Q.0i: Bert* %■ UwtU (10) ffiveoiSty Spvtn; 
CMm v Newcastle (3.0,. 
raDmtSHFAWnwnvrsnNsuspa*. 
SlONS: Sundw ra Oft W Hobrad ICouenay) 1 
maicft from 14 Dec; S O 0 tmfc rOrjensyi l 
nsBJitem 1301 Doc HShranGwnnyil mach 
from an Dec; PWbSbm (Cowntro 1 roach 
from 9Bi OemK Heady IQPftjirroWi from 9Sh 
Dec S Wood fCCw^xnry) 1 macn tinn 7ifi Oei; 
I Berfler iMonawsw Cnyi 1 macfi from 7m 
pec; D CkoHnor i iianmerei 1 irutch from 7di 


on his left foot and a light hip 
muscle and said the carpet sur- 
face and the balls were too fast. 

Black is the first beneficiary 
of the Grand Slam Develop- 
ment Fund to play at the tour- 
nament. The Grand Slam Cup 
pays S2m annually to the fund 
that helps young players and the 
game wor! dwi de . 

Black was helped by the 
fond, which paid for him to 
travel to junior tournaments, 
work with a coach and attend 
a tennis academy. “They have 
realty helped me and guided me 
in my game," he said 


Df.r, J Ku 0 m ilranmetm 2 macn« horn 9m 
Eec. a PvttKy MMk 0 DidMo row 3 male*- 
Mtnrr. SO D«: A Thompson (BMDHI 3 rngMy 
es nmtsei E«c: 1 Gojt* 3 notches hen 
9?i -^r. M Goodme ruejorng.’ 3 Hum 

9m Okl C Whyte !Em>nff<5mi 3 mscficstram 
10* EVf: K Bws iSunderunfli 3 machos, (run 
9m Oar B Itan Oer Loan 1 Derby 1 ? nutates 
tran 93i Dec. 

MONDArS LATE RESULTS: FA Carting Pre- 
ipteKbip: Wedncs<3v 4 G>eriTTy 3- FA 

Untaa Trophy HUrd quaUtymg round aac c nd 
replay: B*rop ^icriyo 3 wcw> Wrwjn 1 1 Soft- 
es exrataa: aw m Bncragme booz- 

er HcanK League Dr M ui tene Cup Mcond 
rent r.xrwr 3 Suudmdee 0. lee Le*#» 
Guanflae frnumce Cup aeeoad^ound replay: 
Llxur £ BJVfrBHOkr Tcmm 3. UunSend 
League: A3 mtotei. Kwponea Greet MBti 
league Premier Dtvtsmn: Taunton Town 2 
Pp- 'm - . Rewn L PwdBK Laagua First DW- 
sura ■ tjenooe L*U> c v*sr 0 wi«eti 0 (or 
Gskohmk Tranmetp Bt>-e»3 3 Ejm^nftorn C*y 
2 : .vaees 0 Ewnor 1 M Teflon* utril. Second 
DMsion: tAnt&i Torn 3 Bfafflam CSV fr. Pott- 
pooett GtttisJw « Vofr. Aw t wta ra n c e Com- 
Wnattaa fi«t DMcfaK CMse* 1 Q#xo Ultt 
1 [£ Ki^wftni FAyouoCDpSocandmnt 
lew ICJ Q MuKfcs»5Mgr, l: CdhntJkxn 1 wok 
iTg i. &.-STD. Ot» 2 3ar«MC Aorleoc 1; lK«cn 

r»«o ivjsbj 0 . 


Hockey 

AEWHA FOURIH-fWUND CUP DRAW (3 Lfcwdi 
U96):So<ami£ce^vWLnu9mRans;BR>- 
yyfro v Cicon; Doncjsier » rtflnoen; Erans a 
City rf PorsmauTh. Hancsun Mogpea 1 Cm- 
cor. temEWrs. tpsech . Harart; Lf^mmaer v 
Oirt-s^rt: Lacrnoo; v He«X<n; Maalertieao j 
WCncge; SSjfis SevercAs; Swujji u Carv 
Omar,: SurOedjnd Sedans v UwgW»ioi©i Stu- 
demc Tnwm* ■-• Oittun. MmUMon v Wdkng; 
;'.y»xiesrr 1 Pxv V rzrrtxfet 

Ice hockey 

NHLr W ftsn^*rs 5 Anahtm 1. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DHftSNM 

w l t gf earn 

PWttregi, .16 5 3 116 74 3G 

Montreal .. .-I? 11 1 73 76 25 

Buffalo 11 12 2 77 75 2* 

Boston <1 U A « 42 tZ 

Hartford 9 13 5 58 73 20 

Ottawa ...6 17 1 61 95 13 


Fresh from anchoring Amer- 
ica to victory over Russia in the 
Davis Cup final in Moscow 
over ihe weekend. Pete 
Sampras, the Wimbledon and 
US Open champion, begjas his 
campaign here today against 
a fellow American Patrick 
McEnroe. 

In other matches today, Todd 
Martin, who helped Sampras 
win the key Davis Cup doubles 
on Sunday, plays Sergi 
Bruguera, Andrei Medvedev 
meets Aaron Kricksiein while 
Renzo Fur I an will be up against 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 
PMtKkrtpMa 17 A 

NY Raneen— 17 6 

New Jcrsoy ..- _12 11 

WashtagUm 11 12 

Tampa Boy — „9 12 

NT Wanders 6 15 

WESTERNCONFERENCC 
CENIRAL KVISION 

Damn — ...... ,ia e 

Wnudpeg 13 10 

Toronto 11 9 

St LouK 1 : 1 ? 

DaAas -6 7 

PACIFIC DWlStON 

Cetarado IS 7 

LNAnsetos 11 10 

Anahafrn 11 IS 

Vancouver—— —7 11 

EdoMofon — .7 1C 

Calgary — S 16 

SraiOM 1 16 


4 97 59 36 

1 91 62 37 

3 109 79 St 
3 69 fr» 27 

2 66 68 24 

5 74 91 23 

3 65 94 16 


2 98 68 34 

3 95 67 29 

6 88 BO 28 

5 83 7 ? 27 

3 69 74 J* 
C 65 65 24 

4 107 79 34 

5 87 BE. 28 
2 87 90 24 
I 88 M 21 
5 67 103 19 
5 « 94 IS 
4 78 US 12 


Olympics 

Snowboarding was yesterday approved 
os an Olympic event by the Irrtemabonal 
Olympic Commruee at their executive 
board rneeung in Karufcawa. Japan. The 
decision brings to 68 (he number of 
events to be held at me Nagartc Win- 
ter Games in 1998. Other new events 
wilt be women’s ice hockey and curling. 

Rugby Union 

pnuppe Benetton, the French flanker, 
ts out of this season's Five Nations' 
Championship after breaking his right 
arm for the second lime this year. 
Rchara Cockeril, the Leicester and Eng- 
land A hooker, wia make hs first CK 
Divisional Championship appearance of 
the season for Midlands m Saturday's 
decider against the North at Beeston. 
CoctetTlI replaces Northampton's Tim 
Beddow and plays m a strong front row 
alongside the Unaer-2l props. Matttfof- 
land and Nathan Webber. 


sport 

Prost in 
technicai 
boost to 
McLaren 

Motor racing 


Alain Prosi, four limes world 
champion, ruled out a return in 
grand prL\ driving yesterday as 
he started a new job as n tech- 
nical consultant with McLaren. 

The 40-year-old Frenchman 
turned up at the Jerez test track 
in southern Spain, but soon 
made it clear his raring days were 
behind him. It had been thought 
that he might step in for 
McLaren - with whom he won 
three of his four world titles - if 
Finland's Mika Hakkincn failed 
to make a fuU rc^ovciy from the 
head injuries he suffered in prac- 
tice for the Australian Grand Prv: 
in Adelaide last month. 

“Thai is all in the pasL" be 
said. "1 now have a new roic. a 
new job and 1 just hope that 
Mika will be OK for the first 
race. It is not really a question 
for me.” However. Prow made 
it elcar he relished the oppor- 
tunity of trying to help McLuren 
revive their glory days after 
two seasons without a victory 
when the new season starts in 
.Australia on Id March. 

“My new role will be more 
than test-driving the car.” he 
said. “I will be evaluating the 
ear. because when I speak {< < the 
drivers 1 want to know what they 
are talking about. I hope it is go- 
ing to be an advantage for 
McLaren. 1 am not hereto test 
the ear this time. I don't know 
when I will test again, hut that 
is something I will have to dis- 
cuss with the team. 

“I am here first of all lo see 
what is going on, to meet the 
people and to build a relation- 
ship with David Coulihard. 
That is the most important 
thing for me." 


Hamed’s shot 
at McCullough 

Boxing 

NaseemHaraed yesterday de- 
scribed Wayne McCullough - 
the Irish fighter who has won 
the World Baring Council ham- 
tamweight title as well as an 
, Olympic silver medal- as “not 
even a fourth division fighter". 

And Hamed may gel the 
chance to say it to McCullough 
first hand on 16 March, if he 
fights on the Mike Tyson-Frank 
Bruno WBC heavyweight title 
card in Las Vegas, the Ulster- 
man's adopted home town. But 
before this Hamed must dispose 
of the Mexican. Amtilfo Castil- 
lo, in the first defence of his 
World Boxing Organisation 
featherweight title at the Lon- 
don Arena on February 10, 
McCullough said Hamed was 
“scared" to fight him at ban- 
tamweight after his eighth-round 
stoppage of the Dane Johnny 
Bredahl in Belfast on Saturday. 

Hamed, who is recovering 
from a fracture to his right 
hand, said: “He’s not even a 
fourth division fighter. He’s 
probably a fifth division fighter” 

TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

195 


The record number of coun- 
tries who have confirmed that 
they Mil send teams to the 
Olympics in Atlanta next sum- 
mer. The previous highest 
was 169 set at the 1992 
Barcelona Games. 


MPLAWOS TEAM (OS PMaWwat Cframptoo- 
sMo v North, Brnstnn, Sat 9 Dec): J 
QuantriD iFTfgy Iw&l: A SfnalhMMXi iNai 
irnffarni. B MMUtoaa IBedtmn. M AMen, ft 
Tbomeyeroft: P Grayson I an Nontumpioni. 
J Fwt (Wrn»i 0 on FtmKj: M VoAanl (Thyvcrrip- 
lont. R CodhertB (Uncesrefl . N Webber iMoa 
i£V, J PbUflps (Norttomofonj. B Gnmeodk 
tCnwroyl. I SMngMoy iBwaonji. B Poontney 
iNonttrnpitihi.CTarlitidi iUJMsiet.eiwj. Be- 
pteenants: S GlAwH (PUEW uonsi. P Oafr 
nor (HarlsqurKi, O Bishop ifiujny LwnsJ. C 
Johnson INonnanvioni. H Frew iNountJiami. 
S Sooty (Nonnnupwnj 


Snooker 

GERMAN OPEN (F^asMun) First round: k Cc- 
Twt/ !W « 0 ffcvTiMiE lEf® 5- A J Panoa lErijJ 

UMCUk (Eng) B-2: D\V»pn fWjn W 9 Siw- 

dcri iSeo) 5-4: J WtCgrt 'Scoi bl C Smaa iScol 
&3; S HotSv (SiXi) M J 3wehI IN Pt S2,HBonO 
(Eng) tn W rftcune lEr.gi E-O: P Eboon i&.iS W 
1 Uwcrura (Ml 5-2. 


Swfmmktg 

The international Olympic Committee 
yesterday s aid the new Tour-year sus- 
pension on doping offender, adopted 
by ttie International Swimming Fedor 
adon (FINAI fast weefc. was too stiff. ICC 
board member, Richard Pound of Cana- 
da, said: "We must give penalties but 
diey must not oe so severe Tor an a9i- 
lete to be virtually banned from tatung 
part in future events". At a congress in 
Rio de Janerio last week, RNA doubled 
the two-year suspension of tnose found 
to have used anabolic steroids. 

tennis 

Ctere Mtood, the British No i, reached 
the second found of the ChaUenger event 
in Paris yesterday, beating Christina Pa- 
pa da fu of Greece 7-6 6-4. 

GRAND SIAM CUP (Munich) First round: 
B Bla* Em) til T Muster |Auu 7-6 2 6 
6-1: B 8«tef (fl«7 K C ftohv {Frf 6-1 

6- 7 9-7 . 1 EmngTi tNetM M M Oranr |U£i 

7- 6 S3. 
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WHAT IS IT ABOUT MARK RAMPRAKASH? - ~ - V ~ . , " '■ ' 

Why does the most talented English batsman of his generation play % OR 

like a complete novice when he steps into the international arena? '■■■« * 



Venables sticks to 


Glenn Moore 

Football Correspondent 

Teay Vfeoabtesyetetdayei^ 
the rare pleasure of being able 

to name a virtually unchanged 

and unchallenged squad. 

After the impressive 3-1 win 
over Switzerland last month the 
England coach made just one 
change fin: next Tuesday's friend- 
ly a gains t Portugal at Wfembley. 
Even that was enforced, Gary 
Pallister, who has a back injury, 

chops out while Nick Barraby, 
who missed the last match with 
an ankle problem, returns. 


It is only the second time in 
his 15-match reign, and die 
first for 14 months, that Ven- 
ables has not named a new face 
in his squad. Wth the European 
Championship finals now less 
than seven months away that 
will be bad news for the likes of 
Robbie Fowler and Mark Drap- 
er, but even worse for Paul Ince 
and Paul Merson who are run- 
ning out of time for a recall 
“You’ve always got to cater 
for someone coming through 
tike a stream train,*’ said Ven- 
ables, who may take his team to 
South Africa for two warm-up 
games in late May. “But the 


nearer you get [to the finals] the 
more possession becomes nine- 
tentbs of the law." 

In Pallister s absence Gareth 
Southgate is likely to at least 
make Ss first appearance on the 
substitutes' bench. After Tbny 
Adams and Steve JHowey, who 
are expected to resume a part- 
nership that kept a dean sheet 


Ferguson kept 
waiting for 
court hearing 


GUY HODGSON 


Duncan Ferguson’s hopes of a 
clearance to play this week be- 
came enmeshed in legal red 
tape yesterday. Nevertheless, 
the Everton striker stLLl hopes 
to make his comeback tomor- 
row night. 

The Scottish courts delayed 
yesterday's hearing into his 12- 
match suspension - seven 
games of which have still to be 
served - until this morning be- 
cause of a shortage of time, but 
Everton are so amfident of suc- 
cess they have arranged a re- 
serve game against Newcastle. 

His manager, Joe Rpyte, will 
almo st certainly play him in the 
Pon tins League matdialGood- 
ison, saying: “If all goes well it 
will be a chance to give him 
match practice. We are very 
grateful to Kevin Keegan for 
helping us out at short notice.” 

Ferguson had the suspen- 
sion imposed by the Scottish 
Football Association after an in- 
cident in 1994 when the then 
Rangers player head-butted 


Rafth Rovers’ John McStay. 
He also served 44 days of a 
three-month sentence in prison 
as a result of that assault and 
Everton are arguing it is unfair 
for him to be punished twice. 

They expect the courts to fe 
a date tor the full judicial review 
and freeze the suspension until 
then. That would probably take 
place eady in the new year, free- 
ing Ferguson for selection. 

While Ferguson must wait, 
the Aberdeen captain, Stewart 
McKinnie, learned yesterday 
that he will not face prosecution 
after a police investigation into 
an incident with Patrick Thistle’s 
Callum Milne on Saturday. 

McKimmie was sent off after 
allegedly elbowing Milne and 
has since been fined by his 
dub. Glasgow’s Procurator 
Fiscal, however, intends to take 
no further action. 

Ned Zelic is heading bade to 
Germany after just four months 
with Queen’s Park Rangers, 
who are negotiating a £lm deal 
with Emtracht Frankfurt. Ray 
WQkins, who signed the 24-year- 
old Australian international for 


Juventus blown off 
course by weather 


Juventus, who were on their way 
to Bucharest for their Chain- 
pions' League match against 
Steaua Bucharest, found them- 
selves on a mystery tour taking 
in Sofia before bad weather 
forced them back to Turin 
yesterday. 

Assuming Juventus can reach 
their desired destination today 
the game will take place 
tomorrow. 

The charter plane from Turin 
to Bucharest could not land at 
Bucharest’s Otopeni airport be- 
cause of 50mph winds and snow. 
It diverted to Sofia, 300 miles 
south of Bucharest. The team 
contemplated completing the 


journey by taking the train, but 
the Romanian railways were 
also disrupted by snow. 

The Italian champions con- 
tacted Uefa in the afternoon 
from Sofia and received ap- 
proval to return home. 

Juventus are due to return to- 
day if the airport reopens and 
the game would be played to- 
morrow. If not, the game will be 
played next Wednesday. 

Steaua, who won the Euro- 
pean Cup in 1986, have no 
chance of qualifying because 
Juventus and Borussia Dort- 
mund have already clinched 
the two quarter-final places 
from the group. 


a club record £13xn from 
Borussia Dortmund, said: 
“From the day he arrived Ned 
has not been happy and found 
it impossible to settle." 

Bolton completed the 
£750,000 purchase of Newcastle’s 
Scott Sellars yesterday and he is 
expected to make his debut in 
the Premiership home match 
against Liverpool on Saturday. 

Ronnie Ekelund yesterday 
went from Barcelona to Barrow- 
in-Furness when he finally ar- 
rived to start a loan spell with 

fflunm^hain Cit y. Tiif» i »nkh in- 
ternational midfielder, valued at 
£350,000, was pitched straight 
into a testimonial match in the 
Cambrian outposL 

Wimbledon may fece Fifa op- 
position to their plan of a move 
to Dublin. The chib’s owner, Sam 

Hammawij giyB he fc nonsktering 
a relocation to the Irish capital, 
bm was reined in yesterday by the 
game's governing body. 

Keith Cooper, a Fife 
spokesman, said: “Wimbledon 
couldn’t go ahead until we gave 
our agreement. On what we 
have learned there woald ap- 
pear to be no compelling rea- 
sons of a humanitarian or 
security nature for the move. Wfe 
would be concerned on grounds 
of precedent and continuity.” 

So far Hammam has failed to 
bade his words with action. The 
Premier League and the Football 

Association have not been ap- 
proached officially and there is a 
suspjckmHanrmam may be bluff- 
ing to get Merton council to drop 
resistance to the sale of Wimble- 
don's old Plough Lane bone and 
relocation within the borongh. 

FourFA Cup third-round ties 
have been put back 24 hours to 
7 January. Everton v Stockport 
(3pm), Derby v Leeds (1pm, 
Sly), Chelsea v Newcastle (3pm 
BBC) and Southampton v 
Portsmouth (3pm). 

■ Allan McGraw, the Morton 
manager, was comfortable and 
stable in hospital last night af- 
ter suffering a heart attack. 
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Toady's Solution 


BBBQBHBQina L3HUU 
Id hi d b u a d 
iBEJBBDamBDH QBBB 
|gi u u a h n uj b 
EB nniDnnnnBBE 
jet lj u in q ci q 
ijaflOEQBBa 13 d El CM 
iHaQQDQQQ 
aDHEB EBHQQH0GIB 
□ □ □ H □ B □ 
| 0 EDE 3 BI 2 BEEiBnO 
IQ □□□□DOB 
!□□□□ BnauBBBnaB 
|B a B B 0 □ B 
Ihbob nnoBonaBaa 


ACROSS 

I One-metre triangular 
gable can be obstacle (10) 

6 Boss of Animal Farm? (4) 

10 Fats Wilier without water, 
suffered cataracts (5) 

II Main tempo disturbed is 
such a farcical situation (9) 

12 Evasive sort of general re- 
treats (3) 

13 Odd kind of talk I would 
bring back in Iste of Man 

14 Moderate, pleasant condi- 
tion of racecourse (4-5) 

15 Bow to the latter plan for 
comfort in retirement (3- 
5,6) 

IS Diabolical gossip when 
someone appears, as men- 


24 Constellation not entirely 
regular? (5) 

25 Duck-eggs in cricket 
ground, mainly (3) 

26 One who defends a game 


27 Beast of burden, in a Lon- 
don avenue, wing the 
wrong way! (5) 

28 Great numbers knocked 
down (4) 

29 Muse of people in the six- 
ties, flower fashion (6,4) 

DOWN 

1 Papular retreat during air 


Trick of sending bade ex- 
tremely good pies (9) 


2 For him the game is op (7) 

3 Ambitions Drake nurtured 
for leaving The Golden 
Hind? ( 

4 National Emblem of 
changeable colours (5-4) 


5 Foies embracing person on 
the seventh of March, for ex- 
ample (5) 

7 Six m test is commonplace 

8 'fobring up material from 
bed, doctor has slight advan- 
tage (6) 

9 Placed lengthways and linger- 
ing, Intensive Therapy Unit 
has row with colleague (14) 

16 Monsters live over border, 
cruelly shot (9) 

17 Gratifying entreaties over a 
bMe, m part (8) 

19 Aunt left at sea by Marco 
Pblo, for instance (7) 

20 SGm and straight, Romas 
man stands over portal (7) 

21 A vessel with trouble below, 


set about (6) 

23 Gondoct of good Scottish Eu- 
ropean (5) 
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England squad 

(forMmfyvfixti&#lten^Qn22Dk*nM^ 



na n {Awam O, Bawalgw (RswSpWff 
Mi Miwum i (UerpoaQ. WMw <Q»fcea)..-ftn*»*d 
Wewasto). HwwrU i M r (Newcastle). Sanaby (Mddtes- 
bwngd. lilMrt w tfi—i fRarenftam}. Sh — ra r (Btadaurtq. 


he is the only central defender 
in the parly. It is Southgale’s 
third appearance in the squad 
but the Aston Villa defender has 
yet to figure in afoul 16. 

The only other uncapped 
player in the squad is Thevor Sin- 


clair but Queen’s Park Rangers’ 
poor recent form, Steve Stone’s 


and the return of Bannby, aD re- 
duce his chances of a fimt start. 

Graeme Le Saux and David 
Piatt, who were included in the 


squad but not judged fit enough 
to play last month, will both 
await the final XI with anxiety. 
Le Saux is VfeQaWes’ first choice 
left-back bat he will be acutely 
aware that his Moscow punch- 
up with David Batty has tar- 


nished his reputation. Platt, 
meanwhile, has struggled to 
recapture his form with Arse- 
1 ^ despite scoring 00 Saturday. • 

Les Ferdinand, who took his 
season’s domestic goal tally to 
20 on Sunday, is playing so well 
be most get an international 
chance soon. But with Alan 
Shearer, wbo scored a hat-trick 
on Saturday, and Teddy Sber- 
fnghaTTi linking; impressively, 
against Switzerland he may be 
denied yet again. 

There is, however, a fall 
wedEaadfoc^baU^ogramme to 
be negotiated first. The chances 
of the entire squad coming. 


through unscathed is slink It is 

with tins mind that \fenables has 

named a 23-man party, his 

largest yet The group includes 

Ian Walker, called up as cover 
last month, .and Jamie Red- 

knapp, who has not played since 
i muring a. Hams tring after five 


The weekend matches, and 


Championships play-off be- 
. tween the Republic of Ireland 
and the Netherlands) means 
\fenables win have just two days 

-with his feank This makes a test- 
ing fixture even more difficult* 


Portugal are a much better side 
titan the last time they met 
England, in Mexico, during the 
1986 WMid Cup. Portugal won 
1-0 but, unlike England, failed 
to qnaiifyfor the quarter-finals. 
The Irish will testify to the 
strength of air impressive youth 
system whose graduates form 
the basis of a side who will be 
among the dark horses for next 
summer. . -> ' - 

HA recurrence of an ankle in- 
jury has forced David Kelly, the 
Sunderland striker, .to .with- 
draw from the Republic of 
Ireland squad to play the 
Nethcrtands at Anfielcl. 
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Lion on the run: Herman Moore, the Detroit Lions wide receiver; 
Bears in the Pontiac Silver dome on Monday night 


to a first-quarter touchdown in his side's 27-7 victory over the Chicago 

Photograph: Duane Burieson/AP Photo 


Atherton takes it easy 
after the great escape 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from paari 

Naughty boy nets were can- 
celled when England arrived 
here yesterday, the team still 
buoyant after their epic draw in 
the second Tbsu But although 
the official mode of transport 
was a jet aeroplane, few who 
were at the "Wanderers on Mon- 
day would have been surprised 
bad their captain, Michael Ath- 
erton, been able to manage 
the thousand or so miles under 
his own steam, despite a row- 
dy night spent celebrating then- 
great escape. 

Atherton, who spent much of 
the flight behold sunglasses, is 
clearly still basking in the 
knowledge of a man who knows 
he has taken more than just a 
few points off an opponent By 
absorbing everything South 
Africa could throw at him boor 
upon long hour, he not only 
drew the scorpion sting from the 
South African botnets’ tails, he 
provided his own side, by colos- 
sal example, with a potent an- 
tidote to losing. A disease 


to, for some time. 

England may never have 


been on top in Johannesburg 
but, by not losing, they have now 
gone five Ibsts without being 
beaten. It is a feat last achieved 
in 1991/92, after the Wfest Indies 
were beaten at The Oval, New 
Zealand were beaten 2-0 at 
home and the first Tfest against 
Pakistan was drawn. 

However, if anything, brave 
rearguard actions seem to have 
more of a galvanising effect on 
the British psyche than victories 
do. In fect Atherton admitted 
he often gets more satisfaction 
from staving off certain defeat 
than winning, and both he and 
the team left the high veldt 
transformed in spirit, if not en- 
tirely free from their problems. 

The most presang of these, as 
it has been for some time, is the 

No 3 batting spot Mark Rampra- 
fcash, despite possessing an enor- 
mous amount of flair at connty 
level, appears to be totally tin- 
suited toTest cricket and the 
g remlins it lodges in the minds 
of the nnwaiy. Tb be bowled twice 

fcy half volleys suggest there are 
, forces at play teat can onfy be ex- 
orcised from within. 

In fact, nobody has made the 
poab'oa anything like their own 
since David Gower, and al- 
though all seven of the front-line 
batsmen on this tour have had 


aknock there at one fane or an- 
other, most merely scratched 
about before casting off -the 
hairshirt and settling for some- 
where more comfortable. On 
pre-lbst match form, John 
Crawley would warrant anoth- 
er chance, though Raymond Ill- 
ingworth may just promote 

chance to seti^foft^^^ad. 

However, the No 3 spotaade, 
it will not have escaped the Eng- 
land chairman’s attention, that, 
when Atherton does not anchor 


drip of ruin, around which the 
others can indulge (as he failed 
to do in England’s fast innings) 
there appears to be no-one who 
can step the ™i«p from dis- 


Having withstood over 10 
gruelling boms of South African 
bombardment, Atherton de- 
serves a break. Bat, before he 
beads for the mountain passes 

and vine-covered slopes of this 
scenic area, he may meet one 
more aggrieved party:- Phjflqj 
DeFreitas,whom he left out of 
EqgfarxTs Wfarfd Cbp squad and 
is likely to be in the Boland side 
against whom England start a 
four-day game here tomorrow. 

The making of Captain 
Courageous, Section TWo 












